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Moſt Reverend Father in G OD, 0 


Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 
„ : 

ESI DES ſeveral Di- 
3 FSI courſes, under the Ti- 
tle of Free-Gifts, which 
1 have preſented to 
Vou, as well as to the 
others of the Clergy; I have here- 
tofore Dedictaed to your Great 
F VMWuame, 
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iv The Dedication. 


« 


cate this Diſcourſe to you Lord. 


tif P; 4 . ? a 40 Tiber wx. voi, 8 2 
Res Feſu Chriſti eſt 473 N which, ho” | 
it is but a little one, was, Tp 1 res 


ſume, no leſs acceptable to bu, {| 
than a Volume of the largeſt Size. 


The Reaſon tharl 3 dedicated that 
Diſſertation to you, was not, be- 
cauſe of your high Station in the 
Church, nor in Hopes of Rewards 
and Preferments, which are the 
common Motives to Dedications ; 
but becauſe” of your fingular Skill 
in Antiquity, and conſequently of 
your Ability to aaa a — Jade. 


ment on it. 


For the ſathe Reulbn 146, Ned 


ſhip, and appeal to your nice 
Judgment, whether I have aſſumed 
to my ſelf the Office of a Mollera- | 


for in a . which 1 
. am 


MON. 
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7h 3s Dedication. „5 
am not able to conduct and W 
termine. 


The Gromh of losen) va 4 
in theſe Kingdoms, can't Pot be a 4 
Grief to your ſelf, as well as to 
all other Bs Chriſtians : And the 
Detires and Endeayours of the 
Clergy to put a Stop to it, are com- 
mendable, but how. unſucceſsful 
they have hitherto been, Experi- 

_ ence does demonſtrate : Nay, what 
is moſt lamentable, thoſe very Trea- 
tiſes, which are fincerely meant for 
the Defence of Chriftianity,. are 
unfortunately turn'd to its Diſad- 
vantage by our Adverſaries, who 
are always picking up one Thing 
or other out of them, with which 
they inſult the Authors, and wound et 
our Religion to the Quick. 


The Aut hor of the Diſcourſe of. 12 


Grounds, &c. is one of theſe our 
b Adver- 


7 he | Ban on. 


ee to whom Celſus and 
Por pbyry, for Subtilty and Learn- 
ing, are not to be compared. By 
his writing againſt the Prophecies 
of the Old Teſtament, he ſtrikes 


575 at the Meſſiabſbip of "rad i 

and he has ſo diſtreſs d the C 
oel this double Game of literal 
and allegorical Interpretations, that 
they know not where to have him, 
nor upon what Principles to oppoſe 
him, becauſe of the unhappy Con- 
ſequences that follow on them. | 


Such is your Lords great 


Learning, and Zeal for the Meſſi 
_ abſtip of our Jeſus, that was you 

not hinder'd by other weighty Af- 
fairs, for the Good of the Publick, 


1 believe you would appear a Cham: | 


pion in this Cauſe, and perform 
much, better againſt the Adverſary, 


than any of our Eccleſiaſtical Wrt- 
ters at preſent have done. 0 


It 


Te Dedication. vii 


lt was but by Chance, My Lord, 
that I read the Diſcourſe of the 
Grounds, &c. many Months after 
its Publication, or I ſhould. have 
wrote ſuch an Anſwer to it, upon 
the Rationality, Authority, and 
Antiquity of the allegorical Inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures, as 
ſhould have ſtopp'd the Mouth of 
its Author ; or at leaſt have put 
him to greater Shifts and Subter- 
fages than he has done the Clergy : 
But fince others are before-hand 
with mein their Oppoſitions to him, 
Iwill now only interpoſe as a Mo- 
derator ; and if the Clergy are not 
wilful and head-ftrong to their Ru- 
in and Diſhonour, I will help them 
out of the Briars and Thorns of 
this Controverſy. TE 3 


The ſeveral Writers of the little 
Pampblets, that appear d firſt againſt 
D'S; 7 on 
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viii The Dedication. 

the Adverſary, are ſuch Triflers, 
that I believe he deſpiſes them to 
the laſt Degree; but they took Care, 
ſome of them, to ſound a Trum- 
pet of the Fame of the Work of 
the Biſhop of Lichfield, that was 
coming after them, to the utter 


Overthrow and Confutation of the 
Adverſary. 


Many Ait, bas the Preſs been 
Pregnant with this Biſhop's Work, 
of which ſhe 1s at laſt deliver'd, 
but whether to the Joy of the 
Church and e is more than I 
can tell. 


Though I knew nothing of the 
Fame of the Biſhop of Lichfield, 
before the Talk of this expected 
mountainous Production; yet I 
77 into the common Opinion of 
is Learning and Abilities, and 
hoped that he, FW a Man of 2 
N 


The Beatz an = 


Able Hand, as (a) one ſays, would 
have knock 'd down the Adverſary 
at once, and ſo have render d the 
Labours and Studies of others, this 
Way, for the future, needleſs. 


It was i with [mpatience, that T 
my ſelf waited for the coming forth 
of this Biſhop's Book, which 1, hear- 
ing of his Skill 1n old Authors, ho- 
ped might have ſaved me this n- 
ble, which, whether I have now 
unneceſſarily taken upon my ſelf, 
youu Lordſhip 1s to judge. 


Whether you will think that 1 
have acted the Part of a fair Mode- 
rator in all Points, is more than 1 
can gueſs: But you can't ſuſpect me 

of Diſaffection to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, or of Inclination to Infide- 


r 


* 


(a) Mr. Ne weome, in the Dedication of his Sermon to 


Dr, Snape, 
lity ; 


Xx _ The Dedication. 
lity ; neither can you, I humbly _ 
conceive, find any Fault in me, un- 
leſs you, as a Lover of the Church 

of England, and of her Clergy, may 
think | ſometimes handle them with 
too much Severity, and paſs ſuch 
Reflections upon them for Igno- 
rance, Sloth, and Apoſtacy, as might 
be better ſpared. 


That I have no 1 Averſion 
to the Clergy, is notorious. Your 
Lordſhip ſees I have been educated 
amongſt them; and I had contract- 
ed ſuch a Love for their Order and 
Function, that IJ thought was unal- 
terable. It is my Misfortune, as 
well as their Fault, that there 1s. a 
Breach between us, which is not to 
be made up : And if you ſhould 
think me too warm, and ſometimes 
even fired with Indignation againſt 
{ome of them, there are thole, ſuch 


as the preſent. Dean of Glouceſter, 
400 


V5 


The Dedication. xi 
and others, who, in my Vindicati- | 
ye can account for it. e 


But af by all Corlfdejations 
of the nnhappy Difference between 


my ſelf and the Clergy, the Que- N 


ſtion is, Whether I am an able and 
fit Moderator of this Controverſy ; 

which cannot be determined, but 
upon the Authority vf the Antients, 
particularly of the Fathers of the 
Church. The Clergy at this Day 
would be thought Learned ; but 
their Ignorance of the primitive 
Writings, is and will be their Re- 
proach, Excepting your Lordſbip, 
and perhaps one or two more, the 
Clergy in general are ſuch Strangers 
to the Fathers, that they have no 
Knowledge nor Conception of what 
they treat of. The true old Chri- 
ſtan Religion, I believe, will ariſe 
to Life again, out of the Primitive 
Churelt, to the Surprize and Diſap- 
| Pointment | 


Xii The Deditation. 
pointment of modern Profeſſors : 
In the mean Time, without Vanity, 
or begging your Lordſhip's good 
Word, I dare ſay, you will give it 
as your Opinion, that for Uſe of, 
and Converſation with the Fathers 


there 15 not an Equal tc to, 


My Lok p, 
Tour Lordfhip's 
moſt bundle, 
and devoted § crvant, 1 
London, Feb. 10. 8 


1725. ; ” 
Tho. Wooliton. 


THE 


BETWEEN AN 
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1nfidel and an Apoſtute, e. 
Have ches d, to the ut- 
moſt of my Power, to en- 
gage. the Clergy in a Con- 
troverſy on this Queſtion, 
Whether the Hireling Priefls 
of this Age, who are all Mi- 
niſters of the Letter, be not Warſhippers 
of the Apocalyprical BeasT, and Mini- 
ſters of ANTI-CHR1ST? But all the Per- 
ſuaſions I have een them in the ſeveral 

: . Free- 


Free Gifts, or Challenges, I have publiſh'd 
to that Purpoſe, are as yet ineffectual; and 
I have not been able to get one Opponent, 
unleſs J muſt except the Country- Curate, 
who indeed is a confiderable Wrirer, that 
has as ſtrenuouſly attack'd me, as any dig- 
nified . can; but for all that, I am al- 
low'd to ſet him aſide as No Body; it be- 
ing agreed between us, that he is not to be 
accounted a potent Adverſary, till he has 
farther proved the allegorical way of in- 
terpreting the Scriptures to be an old Er- 


ror of the Fews, Apoſtles, and Fathers of | 


the Church; and alſo the Reaſonableneſs 
of an Hireling Prieſt hood, which I believe 
will be long firſt, - 

have been repeatedly indeed threaten'd, 
with an Anſwer, from Mr. Allen, the Rector 
of Kettering in Northamptonſhire, who 
takes it heinouſly, as it appears by his Let- 
ters to me, that I ſhould fay in my Fourth 
Free-Gift, hell hardly publiſh any Thing 
_ againſt me before Larter Lammas ; but, 
notwithſtanding his Reſentments, I believe, 
[ muſt adjourn my Expectations of his An- 
ſtoer till that Time. 0 3 
Being then diſappointed of a Controver- 
, in which 1 ſhould have taken abun- 
dance of Pleaſure, if any of the learned 
_ Clergy had vouchſafed me their Oppoſiti- 
on on the Queſtion propos d, I take Leave 
= e to 


e 
to interpoſe, and act the Part of a Mode- 
rator in another, between the Author of 
the Grbunds and Reaſons of the Chriſtian 
Religion, on the one Hand, who is look'd 
on as an Infidel ;, and the ſeveral Eecleſia- 
ſtical Writers againſt him, on the other, 
whom I account Apoſtates. And I would 
not dare to intermeddle in this Controverſy, 
if I did not know my {elf of Capacity and 
_ Abilities to conduct and determine it; be- 
ing, without Vanity, Maſter of all that 
Learning, that is requiſite for one in the 
Chair of a Moderator in it. And I pro- 
miſe both Parties to do them Juſtice in a 
fair Repreſentation of their Reaſonings and 
Argumentations. Neither can I be ſu- 
ſpected of Partiality to either Side; for I. 
have written more in Defence of Chriſtia- 
_ nity, than to be ſuſpected, by the Clergy, 
as a Favourer of the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. and on the other Hand, I 
have more freely uſed the Clergy in my 
Writings, than to be excepted againſt by 
that Aurhor, as an improper Judge and 
Moderator between ' them. Therefore, 
without any more Preface, the Matter in 
Debate between theſe Two contending 
Parties, may be thus truly ſtated, under 
this Queſtion, oa + = 
Whether the Law of Moſes, and the 
Prophets, are not entirely typical and pro- 
2, RE 2" _ 


3 
phetical of Chriſt and 5 Church; and it 
he not impoſſi $246.40 rove the Truth | of Chri- 
ſtianity, or the Meſliahſhip. of our. Jeſus, 
any otherwiſe than by ſhewing how-he does 
and will fulfil the Prophecies of him in the 
Old Teſtament. _ 

The Author of the Diſcourſe of the 
Grounds, &c. holds, or rather ſeems to 
hold the Affirmative of this Queſtion; and 
produces ſeveral Teſtimonies and Argu- 
ments from the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, 
and other Authors, to ſhow, that 55 Aﬀir- 
mative of it ought to be maintain'd; but, 
becauſe he diſcerns not any Harmony be⸗ 
tween the New and Old Teftament, nor 
how our Feſus has, either in a literal or al- 
legorical Senſe, fulfill'd the Types and Pro- 
SO that are commonly apply'd to 82 4 ; 
he thereupon, excepting 48200 any other 
Arguments of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip drawn 
from his Miracles, doth flyly inſinuate, 
that the Proofs of the Truth of Chrſtiani- 
ty are not valid. 

I believe the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&cc. can't diſlike this ſhort Repreſentation 
of the Deſign of bis Book, much leſs can 
he find Fault with the State of the Que- 
ſtion above, which, if he pleaſe to write 
more openly againft Chriſtianity, will give 
him more Scope to make his Objections 


to it. 1 
On 
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On the other Hand, the Clergy, who are 
Writers againſt the Diſcourſe of the 
Grounds, &c. and zealous Advocates” for 
the Truth of their Religion, ſeem diſtreſs'd 
and perplex'd about a proper Anſwer to be 
given to it. They earneſtly contend for 
Types and Prophecies in the Old Teſta- 
ment, which our Jeſus has fulfill'd in the 
New, tho they know not how to adapt the 
Antitype to the Type : And they are parti - 
cularly zealous for the Truth of thoſe Pro- 
phecies that are cited in the-Evangeliſts ; 
which, whether the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. underſtand the Pertinency of 
them, or not, to our Jeſus, ought to be 
taken on the Word of thoſe inſpired Wri- 
ters, for true Prophecies, and right Com- 
pletions. But after all, they will not al- 
low Chriſtianity to be alone founded on 
the Old Teſtament; nor the Mæſfahſbip of 
Zeſus on his Completion of the Prophecies 
that went before of him ; but infiſt on 
other Arguments of his Mefrabſbip, drawn 
from the Excellency of his Doctrine, and 
Power of his Miracles ; which, with or 
without Prophecy, are ſufficient Grounds 
for his Divine Authority, as they ſay, and 
for our Faith in him. | | 
_ This alſo is a ſhort Repreſentation of the 
Anſwers the Clergy have made to the fore- 
ſaid Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. and 
3 DE 
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- 
is as faithful a one as can be drawn up in 
the Compaſs of ſo few Words. I am per- 
ſuaded the Writers of them will approve 
of this Repreſentation; neither can they 
fay I have unfairly ſtated the Queſtion in 
Debate between them. L 63% 1 
I come now, by the Leave of theſe 
Combatants, to interpoſe, and freely to de- 
liver my Opinion upon the Queſtion in 
Diſpute; which is this, That the Afirmarive 
of it ought to be maintain'd by Chriſtians, 
otherwiſe it will be impoſſible to vindicate 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, or to prove our 
Feſus to be the true Meſſiah. This my 
Opinion can't but pleaſe the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. For if it is not poſſible to 
prove the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 
to conſiſt entirely of Prophecies of the 
New, and that our Jeſus does, and will 
fulfil all that is written in the Law and the 
Prophets; then T give an Advantage to his 
Objection, and the Truth of Chriſtianity 
mult be yielded up to Fews and Injidels. 
On the otlier Hand, the Clergy can't be 
offended with this my Opinion, if the 4f- 
firmative of the Queſtion may be clearly 
and evidently proved and made out; be- 


cauſe Chriſtianity thereby will be eſta- 


bliſh'd on its ſure Foundation; the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. will be beaten with 
his own Sword and Principles; and the 

Church 


. 
Church of Chriſt will triumph over all her 


Enemies. 


not now to take in Hand any Portion of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and 
to ſhow how it is Prophetical, and how 
our Jeſus has fulfill'd it; but at preſent am 
only to lay before you my Reaſons for this 
my Opinion in the Queſtion in Debate, 
and then to exhort the Clergy on the one 
Side, for the Honour of Feſus's Meſſiah- 
ſbip, and the Truth of his Religion, to ad- 
here to, and illuſtrate the Affirmative of it: 
And on the other Side, to excite the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, &c. who has rightly 
and cloſely attack'd Chriſtianity, to perſiſt 
in his Objection, and with the like Art and 
Induſtry to improve it, till the Clergy 
have either clearly proved Jeſtrs*s Mefſrah- 


5 ſbip from manifeſt Completion of Prophe- 


cies; or given up his Religion to Fews and 
Infidelts / os TER 

Now the Reaſons for my Opinion, and 
for my holding the Affirmative of the Que- 
ſtion, as above ſtated, are theſe Four. 


I. Becauſe Jeſus himſelf plainly and ex- 
preily enough ſignifies, that the Law and 


W the Prophets conſiſt of Types and Pro- 


W phectes of him, and that he came for the 
Completion of all that was Written in 


Acting the Part of a Moderator, I am 


them; 


A A ˙ IG 
— A * 


— — : 
PD 
WI — —“! 


— 


wn rr 
* 2 


N 


\ 
* 
0 1 
Y 8 . 
8 1 * 
. 2 


them; therefore it muſt be incumbent on 


Chriſtians to prove intelligibly, how he 


does and will fulfil them accordingly ; or 
they ought to give him up for a Deceiver, 
a vain Pretender, and a falſe Meſſiah, = 


1. Becauſe tlie antient 7 eus believed 
the Law and the Prophets to be typical and 


prophetical of the Life, Reign, and King- 
dom of the expected Meſſiah, and how He 


would fulfil all that was written in them; 
therefore it behoves Chriſtians to prove, 
that our Jeſus does fulfil the Writings of 


Moſes and the Prophets accordingly; or 
they can't evince him to be the Meffras 


againſt the Fewws, nor expect their Conver- 
ſion to Chriſtianity, if they inſiſt on their 
old Principles and Opinions. Ft 


III. Becauſe the Apoſtles and Fathers of 
the Church do hold the Old Teſtament to 


be prophetical of the New, and that our 


Jeſus, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſ- 
pel, did and would fulfil all that was writ- 
ten in the Law and the Prophets, which 


too they mightily labour'd to prove. 


Conſequently it is the Duty of Chriſtians | 
to perſiſt in, and endeavour to clear up 
that Proof, or give up the Apoſtles and 


Fathers of the Church for Sons of Error, 


Believers in a falſe Meſſias, or at leaſt, for 
EE Enter- 


* | n 


| * 0 ] 


| LSE 17 > Pe PE - it 1 3 
Entertainers of wrong Conceptions con- 


cerning our Feſus. | Coe | hes RS 

| IV. Becauſe no other Arguments (whe- | 
ther taken from the Excellency of his Doc- 
W trine, or Power of his. Miracles) are of 
& any Validity to prove the Divine Autho- 

8s rity and Meſſiahſhip of Feſus, if this from 
Prophecy, in the firſt Place, be not made 
manifeſt, and evidently clear d uß. 


Tnheſe are the Reaſons why I hold the 
Afirmative of the Queſtion in Diſpute; 
and why I think Chriſtians ought to main- 
tain it. If I make it manifeſt that theſe 
Reaſons are good ones, then I have no 
more to do, than to animate and encou- 
rage the Clergy, and the Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c, to proceed in, and proſe- 
cute the Controverſy between them with 5 
Warmth and Vigor, till the one has over- | 3 
thrown Chriſtianity, or the other eſta- 
bliſh'd it on its ſure Foundation of the 
Law and the Prophets. , And I will do 
the Part of a fair Moderator between 
them; I will aſſiſt the one in his Oppoſi- 
tion to Chriſtianity, and the other in their 
Defence of it: Neither will I be at all 
Partial, excepting in that, as a Believer in 
the Meſſiahſhip of our Feſus, I can't be 
indifferent about the Event of the Contro: 
| "on ve⁵rſy, 


101 
verſy, nor unconcernedly behold the 4. 
thorx of the Diſcourſe, &c. with his Wit, 
Subtilty, and Learning, to run down the 
Chriſtian Religion; but will, if need be, 
put the Clergy in the way where and how 
to begin their Interpretations of the Types 
and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, and 
will be ready at Hand to help them out at 
any dead Lift in this Work, © — | 


I. The Firſt Reafon then why I hold, 
and think Chriſtians ought to held the 
Affirmative of the Queſtion in Diſpute, is, 
Becauſe Jeſus bimſelf' plainly and expreſ 
enough ſignifies, that the Law and the 
Prophets conſiſt of Types and Prophecies 
of bim; and that be came for the Comple- 
tion 52 all that was written in them 3 
Therefore it is incumbent on Chriſtians to 
prove bow he does and will fulfil them ac- 
cordingly, or they ought to give him up for 
a Deceiver, 4 vain bt, i and a Falſe 
Meſſiah. 3 | 


And the firſt Text I ſhall cite to this 


For or one Tittle l in no ſepals joan | 
he plain 

l and 
bh 


and obvious Senſe of which Words is, that 
= the whole Law and the Prophets are Ty- 
= — and Prophetical of Feſus, and that he 


Fame to fulfil every Circumſtance of theit 
Writings : Neither is it 1 without 
Force and Perverſion of the Words, to put 

any other Senſe on them. And notwith- 

ſtanding ſome Modern Coramentators, not 
apprehending how the Law and tlie Pro- 
phets can be entirely prophetical of Feſus, 
9 ſtrain'd the Words to a leſs ſignificant 
Purpoſe; yet I appeal to themſelves, whes 
ther this be not the Senſe they would'wil- 
lingly ſubſctibe to, if it could be proved, 
how our Jeſus has fulfill'd the Law and the 
Prophets according to it. The Author of 
the Diſcourſe; &c. underſtands this (a) Text 
as I do, and refers to it for the Service of 
his Putpoſe, and he is much in the right 
on't ; neither does he put any oflier Sele 

on it, than what (5) Oripen, (C) Theo 

and other Fathers affert and enten os. 
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Tins — 5 be fahl d, wobich _ writ- 


here and there, in abrupt Sentences, ſcat- 


Old Teſtament. But this Text is to be 


Laa 


ren in the 7 Moſes, and. in the Pro- 


pbets, and in the Pſalms concerning him. 
What can any one think leſs from theſe 
Words, than that all the Writings, of 
Moſes, and of the Prophets, and of the 
Hagiographers, are entirely typical and 
rophetical of . 7 TAG 2 If in ſome few 
Fabse only. of. their. Writings, there 
had been Libs as is commonly ſup- 
poſed by ; Mode Divines, 0 15 would 
furely have 9 them, or, at leaſt, with 
ſome Reſtriction have id, that, thoſe par- 
tics ar Thipgs might be fulfill, ,which are 


ter'd and interſpersdin the Writings of the 


interpreted. by. the. above cited, and no- 
thing leſs can be meant bye it, than that 
all t| e Writings F. Moſes and the Prophets, 
are wholely, a 304 2 n every art, prophe- 
ticil of Chriſt and re Church: And this 
is another Text · chat the Author (u) of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. cites for the Service. of his 
aq os or in Defence of the Affirmative of 


ueſtion in Diſpute; and rien iglitly 
1225 ood by: Finn SI am pl ple le Tet 


7 
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1 It: 
monies cok the Fathers, chat might be pro- 
duced to this\Purpoſe, -; : 
Again, "Feſt ſus lays, Fobn 1 v. 46 "Ted: ye 


believed Moſes, ye would haue believed me, 


for. be zvroce-of me. By which Words we 
ought to underſtand, confitenaly.y with 455 
Texts above cited, that Moſes wrote a pro- 


portal and typical Hiſtory: of Chriſt - and 


Church. It. is ridiculous to; imagine, 
as ſome Commentatots do; that FJeſus, 
when he ſaid; Moſes aorate of dhim, only 


pointed at Deuter. XViii. ver. 15, 19. Where | 


| Moſes ſays; A Pranbet ſhall #he Lord your 


God rai ſe up unto yqus lie unto mis, as might 


be, argued... at large. However, if any 
think I put too extenſive a Senſe upon the 
Words, 1 can tell them, I have the Autho- 


and other Fathers for it; and, from their 


ſtand, that the Five Bockg ef Aaſes are a 
Treatiſe of Feſus and His Chumh, under 
Types and Figures, 1 bio 


Again, our Saviour exhgrty, ug, 27 ; 
39. to [earch the. Scriptures; ; hs in them ye 


f 
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(e) ungut Label AE! 1 bil jug qua quam 1 
prædicant, ſicut ĩpſe ait, fi crederetis Moyſi; i erederetis 


forſitan & . a 155 enim ww me ab r t. In Quaſt, 4. 


Diverſ. Quæſt. | G e, 


(Herde vag au e TED n en ar 00 vn en 


ale Ne. In Loc. 
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think ye have eternal Life, and the ast 
they which teſtify of me. This Text alſo 
the Author (g) of the Diſcourſe, &c. re- 
fers to as a Proof that Chriſtianity is alone 
founded on the Old Teſtament, and that 
the Meſſiahbſbip of Feſtus | is only to be In | 
ved from the Teſtimony of the Proph 

of it. And I think ſo of its For whit can 
be meant leſs by this Text; than tliat the 


| Scriptures of the Old Teſtament bear a Te- 
ſtimony to Feſus by the Spirit of Prophe- 


Cy 3 and that they alone zte bo be ſearch'd 
into for a Proof of his being the Meſſi ab, 
and Completion of them. 

I ſhall quote at preſent no mote of the 
Sayings o 7 Saviour himſelf to our Put- 
ww 5 Any one of tlieſe Texts do ſufficients 


| ly intimate, that the Old Teflament con- 


fiſts of Prophecies of our Jeſuc; but all 
of them taken together; and interpreted 
one by another, do abundantly manifeſt, 
that Chriſtianity, as the Aut hor of che Dif- 
cou uſe would ugg eſt, is founded on the 

Teſtimony of the Law and the Prophets; 
conſequently if it can't be proved that our 
Jeſus does and will fulfil the Types andPre- 
ditions that are cantain'd in them, He is 
to be W as a Alſe 1 a Decei- 
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cies; which neither He, nor any of his Di- 
ſciples, have hitherto proved to have ſuch 
a Relation to him, that Zeros and Infidels 
have not made plauſible Objections againſt, 
But, K | | RE 


ver, and a yain Pretender to fulfil Prophe- 


| IL The Second Reaſon, why. I am for 


holding the Affirmative of the Queſtion 


above, is, Becauſe the antient Jews be- 


liev'd the Law and the Prophets to be Typi- 
cal and Prophetical of the Life, Reign, and 
King dom of their expected Meſſiah : Theree 


fore it behaves Chirftians to prove our Feſus 


to bave fulfilPd the Writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets according 7 or they cant ma- 
nifeſt him to be the Meſſiab to the Jews, 
nor expect their Converſion to Chriftianity, 
if they infiſt on their old Principles and 


Opinions. 


That the AAP Jeus held the Law 


14 and the Prophets to be entirely Typical and 


Prophetical of the Life, Reign, and King- 
dom of the Meſſiab, is plain not only from 
what ()) Mr. Meyer, 2 late converted Few, 


» 


(%) Omnia quz a Moſe & Prophetis olim de vero Meſ- 
fra prædicta ſunt, per ty pos & figuras proponuntur, eo 
quod Omnes Prophetie viſz ſunt filiis Ifraelis, quaſi umbræ 
& figuræ, quæ poſtremis Temporibus, omnes & ſingulæ 
implebuntur, De cChriſti Generat, p. 145, & 175. | 
lays, 


L 1 "I 
ſays, but from much more b might 
be collected out of their Writings to this 
Purpoſe, chan can be tranſcribed in « fhort 
Time. As our Saviour ſays, that all Things 
muſt be fulflPd that are written in the Law 
and the Prophets, and in the Pſalms 'con- 
cerning him; ſo (i) Feſiral, the antient 
Fer, fiys that all Things of the Law and 
the Prophets,” and 4 8 Hagio aphers, have 
a prophetical Aſp ect o Mi, ſclon of 
God, by whom the wein the ad. 
But the Opinion of he Cabaliſts, of Philo 

d :, and of the Therapetts, Who Were 
all for the myiſtical Interpretation of the 
Law and the Prophets, does abundantly 
ſhew this; for in an. allegorical and myſti- 
cal gene did they believe the Metab 
would fulfil them, Which was the Reaſon 
that they apply'd themfelves to that Study 

againſt his Coming. As our Fefus fays, 
that not ong Fot, nor one Little o 70 the Law 
hall paſs, t till all” be. fulflPd';, fo the anti- 
ent Fews (k) believed there was not on 
Mord, nor ſo wich as a Letter of the Law, 
that was not myſterious, "and would not 

receive its Illuſtration in 1 the. Days of the 


*. „r Weg Ig co —— _— 42 cus 
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r 


(i) Omnia gur commemorata in Lege. in Nieren 
& Hagiographis alludunt ad ſapientiam, Ge, apud Rin 


tangel. p. 55. 
(k) Baſnage” 5 Hiſtory of the Jews, p 189. 


ae 25. 


| [ 17 ] 
8 77-/izh. And this myſtical or propheti- 
cal Interpretation of the Law; which the 
W 7ews delighted in, they () received, as was 
W ſuppoſed, by Tradition from Moſes, who 
was taught it of God; and deliver'd it to 
the Elders; which is probable, not only 
upon what (½ Origen and (n) St. Hilary 
intimate of  Hoſes's underſtanding the pro- 
phetical Meaning of his own Writings, 
and of his inſtructing the Elders in it, but 
W becauſe he had a Viſion upon the Mount 
& with God, of the Pattern, or grand Exem- 
plar of all Things he wrote of; which A.. 
8 chetypal Pattern of all Things was, in the 
Opinion of the Fews, Apoſtles, and Fa- 
thers of the Church, no other than the 
Spiritual and Prophetical Meaning and 
Form of the Things he wrote a typical 
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(1) Aﬀeyerant Judzi, Deum Moſi primum Legem ſctip- 
tam tradidiſſe, atque hanc poſtea in longo illo Dierum 40 
ſpatio quo in monte apud fe agebat Moſes, expoluilie, ita 
ut ſingulorum Præceptorum genuinum ſenſum, Cauſas & 
fines, tum Rationen quoque eadem adimplendi, illi accu- 
rate declararet. Wagenſ. Tel. ignea. p. 580. 

(n) Per ſpicuum eſt Moſem mentis acie Legis verita- 
tem, Hiſtoriarumque atque ſcriptarum Allegorias juxta 
Anago en vidiſſe. In Johan. Tom. 6. | 
nn) Nam idem Moſes, quamyis Veteris Teſtamenti 
Verba in Litteris condidiſſet, tamen ſeparatim quædam 
| ex occultis Legis ſecretiora myſteria ſeptuaginta ſenĩori- 

bus, qui Doctores deinceps manerent intimaverat. In 
Pf. 2. ect. 2. | : . | 


C | and 
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and figurative Story of. And beſides all 
this, 1 have a Demonſtration in Hand, to 
be produced upon Occaſion, that Moſes 
underſtood himſelf the myſtical Mean- 
ing of his Law, and imparted it to others, 
or the antient Fews could never have hit 
ſo luckily on ſuch prophetical Interpreta- 
tions as they did, 1n relation to the Meſ- 
ſiabh, and as our Feſus fulfilld them, if 
they had not receiv'd them by Inſpiration 
from God, or by Tradition from Moſes. 

But what's remarkable, the Seventy In- 
zerpreters, who, in the Opinion of the 
Jeu, were (o) Cabaliſts, held all Things 
of the Law and the Prophets to be Prophe- 
tical of the Meſhah ; which, if my. Word 
is not to be taken for't at preſent, will in 
Time be demonſtrated And this is the 
Reaſon that they, being skilbd in the my- 
{tical and prophetical Interpretation of the 
Scriptures, adhered not to the Letter in 
their Tranſlations,” but, (p) as St. Hilary, 


—— —— * 2 2 2 * 0 A o 
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| TER 
| 1, Baſnage*s Hiſtory of the Jews, Book III. Cap. 10. 
ect. 15. | 5 
 (p) Hi itaque ſeniores Libros ſuos trans ferentes & ſpi- 
ritalem ſecundum Moſis Traditionem occultarum Cog- 
nitionum ſcientiam adepti, ambigua Linguz Hebraicz 
dicta & varia quadam ex ſe nunciantia, ſecundum vir- 
tutes Rerum, certis & propriis verborum ſignificationi- 
bus t ranſtulerunt Doctrinæ ſeientia multimodam illam 
ſermonum Intelligentiam temperantes. In Pf. 2. 


Se, 2. 155 
(q) St. 


E 


5 (9) St. Auguſtin, and (7) St. Jerome ſay 


like Expoſitors more than Tranſlators, had 
regard to the ſpiritual Signification, rather 


: than to the Words of the Text; expreſſing 
many Prophecies more clearly, in the Opi- 


nion of the (s) Fews, than was done in the 


Hebrew Text. And where the Hebrew 


and Greek Text ſeem now widely to differ, 
they both, as (2) St. Jerome and (/) St. Au- 
guſtin intimate, are for all that of Divine 
W Authority, and will receive a true Senſe 
and Completion under the Diſpenſation of 


the Goſpel, Which Opinion of the Fa- 
thers will account for the multitude of 


Differences between the Hebrew and the 


Greek Text; will untie that Knot, which 
has puzzled the Dzwines of theſe laſt Ages, 


and reſtore the Verſion of the LX to that 


Authority, with which it was entertain'd 
antiently by the 7e and Chriſtians, who 


* *. ag 


(q) Non Interpretationis fervitute ſed Prophetiz AuQo- 


Titate, Jn Quæſt. 169. in Pentateuch. f 


(7) Septuaginta Interpretibus ſenſum potius quam ver- 
bum de verbo exprimentibus. In Epiſt. ad Dama . 
() Baſnage's Hiſtor. p. 368. | tt 
(i) Multum LXX. Editio ad Hebraica veritate diſ- 
cordat, fed utraque habet ſuum ſenſum. Ia Jeremiam. 
Cap. 2. | 
62 ) Merito enim ereduntur LXX Interpretes accepiſſe 
propheticum ſpiritum, ut ſi quid ejus Auctoritate mu- 
tarent, atque aliter quam erat, quod interprebantur di- 


cerent, neque hoc divinitus dictum dubitaretur. De Ci- 


vit Dei, Lib. X. Cap. 23 · 


C 2 : both 


[20 . 
both look'd on it as of Divine Inſpiration; 
and by the Providence of God ſo order d 
for the preparation of the World for the 
Reception of the Meſſiah. I could my 
ſelf give ſome Inſtances of a ſeemin gly 

wide Difference between the Greek 1 
Hebret Text, and ſhow how both have 
their true Senſe and Completion, but this 
would take me too far out of my Way at 
preſent. However, all this is worthy of 
Conlideration, and may ſerve not only as 
an Anſwer to the furious and injudicious WE 
() Cavils of Dr. Lightfoot and Dr. Hare, 
and others, ag unſt the Verſion of the LXX; 

but may prevent Mr. Vhiſton's Trouble of 
giving us a more corrupt, inſtead of a more 
correct Bible. For the Hebrew Text is no 
more corrupt, than the Verſion of the 
'LXX is falſe -andcerroneous. The Light 
of the Spirit of Prophecy, when it ſhall 
ſhin? upon the Old Teſtament, will diſſi- 
pate all Miſts of Obſcurities, Difficulties 
and Differentes'of Bach Hebrew and Greek, 

Text. If there be ſome Corruptions crept 
into both Texts, which is not improbable 
by the frequency of Tranſcriptions, and 
other Means, yet the Art of Interpretati- 
on 2 of Oracles, in the Times of the Spirt- 


nh 
* 
ne" _ — 


20 „„ — _ — 8 a =. 4 


( Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 179, 180. 4 
5 tual 


1 


tual Meſſiah, or Divine Logos of the Law 
and Prophets, of whoſe Office it is to 
ſolve (*) Ambiguities, G, will rectify and 
ſet all ſtrait. For the ſame Providence of 
God, who gave forth the Divine Oracles, 
and ſuperintended their Tranſlation into 
Greek, has guarded, and ſince watcl'd 
over them, againft all but ſuch Corrupti- 
ons, that at the Light of the Divine Logos 
will vaniſh, as does the Darkneſs of the 
Night at the Riſing uii‚n. 

8 Taking it then for granted (without 
more multiplication of Teſtimonies, which 
would ſwell this Diſcourſe to too great a 
Bulk ) that the antient Fews believed the 
Law andthe Prophets to be Typical and 
Prophetical of the Life and Kingdom of 
their Meſſiar; I ſhall now only (for a par- 
ticular End in View) give you one of 
their Opinions concerning him. As it was 
their conſtant traditional Senſe, that the 
Prophecy of Deutr. xviii. 15, 18, 19. re- 
ferr'd to the Meſſias, ſo they concluded 
from it, that He would be a Prophet like 
unto Moſes in all, and every Part of his 
Oeconomy. Dr. Allix O relates this to 
have been their Opinion, and how nothing 
was done by Moſes, in the Deliverance of 


r 
r 


— . — 
(x) See the Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 58, 76. | 


(2) Judgment of the Fewiſh Church, P» 22. 


the 


nion. Cbriſtianus Meyer, à late Fewiſh 


Was in his whe 


that they expected under their Meſſias, à 
Deliverance like to the old Egyptian one; 
and that like as Pharaoh and his Armies, 
who were for keeping the Iſynelites in Bon- 
Kage, were overthrown in tlie Red Sea, ſo 


them again, would be likewiſe deſtroy'd 


ä 


—— 


the Iſrnelites, that would not be done over 
of his People. Simeon Joachides, (⁊) the 
famous Cabaliſt, was certainly of this Opi- 


Convert to Chriſtianity, ſays, (a) it is moſt 
motqrious, that all the more learned Fews 
held, that 4f9ſes, rhe firſt Saviour of 1frael, 
s in hi le Life, and in all his 
Works, but a Type and Figure of the 
Aeſſias, who was to be the laſt Redeemer. 
St, Jerome; who had better Opportunities 
to know the Opinions of the antient Jeres, 
than any modern Writers have, ſays, (6b) 


the Romans, who in like manner oppreſs'd 


. 


— 


eee r * ee, 
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(3) Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, Book IV. Ch. 26. 
(a) Doctoribus inter Judzos notiſſimum eſt . quod 
Moſes, qui primus fuit Salvator Ifraelis, etiam in omni 
Vita & operibus ſuis fuerit Typus & Figura ultimi Re- 
demptoris. De Gen, Chriſti. p. 14. | 
(b) ſudæi veteres expectabant ſimilem Ægyptiacæx Li- 
berationem ut ſcilicet Pharoah & omnis ejus Exercitus, 
qui per 430 Annos Populum dei captivum tenuit, in Ma- 
rt Rubro ſubmerſus et; tic etiam Romani, qui eodem 
Annorum Numero Judzos poſſeſſuri, ultiore Domini de- 
leantur. Ia Jocſis, Cap. Þ 8 | 


too. 


too. Which Opinion is to be met with 
repeatedly in Pirke Eliexer, (e) who plain- 
ly intimates, that God would again deliver 
his People from under the Empire of Rome, 


oy 


as he had done before out of Egypt. 


The Inference that I make from all this 
is, that the only way of proving againſt 


the Fews, the Neſſiabſbip of our Feſur, is 


from his Completion of the Prophecies 
that went before of him. If the Truth of 
his Goſpel can't be demonſtrated by its 
Harmony to the Law of Moſes, and the 
Divine Authority of the New Teſtament, 
by its Correſpondence to the Old, we muſt 
give up the Cauſe of Chriſtianity to them. 
It is abſurd and unreaſonable to expect the 
Converſion of the Ferws, or their Belief 
of our Jeſus's being the Meſſiah promiſed 


under the Law, if we can't ſhow how He- 


is, in their Opinion of the Scriptures, the 
End and Completion of them. What if 
the Jes, or the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
&c. or any one elſe, like a Cel ſus, in the 
Name of the Fews, ſhould take up the 
Objection againſt us, and ſay, „It was 
“ the Opinion of all our Anceſtors, that 


| © the Law and the Prophets were entirely 


8 2 
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T (c) Merito ſanguinis Paſchatis liberavi vos ex Zgypto, 
merito quoque illius liberaturus ſum Vos ſub finem Regni 
quarti. Cap. 29. \ ESG 77555 
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& we adhere; and therefore, fince it does 


„ and the Prophets concerning him; but 


© he fulfilld them, Fe is but the greater 


Completion to the Prophecy. Neither is 


« juſt Exception againſt. Nay, thoſe ve- 


Typical and Prophetical of the Kings 


KR 


« not appear that your Zeſus, either in a 
« litteral or allegorical Senſe; fulfill'd all, 
« or any of their Prophecies, we rejet 
* him, and perſiſt in our Unbelief, till 
“ you have clearly proved to our Under- 
« ſtandings, how he was the Completion 
« of them. Your, Jeſus, indeed, like a 
c true Meſſias, pretended to come to: fulfil 
« all Things that were written in the Law 


N 


“ for as much as he made it not out how, 


« Deceiver for that vain Pretence. And 
a you the Diſciples of your falſe Meſſiab, 
“have, through all Ages of your Church, 
de been talking of Types and Prophecies 
% of him; but it is in ſuch a dark, ob- 
“ ſcure, and confuſed Manner, that ng 
« Man of Senſe can diſcern the Relation 
of the Antitype to the Type, or of the 


there ſo much as one. of the ſeveral ſcat- 
“ ter'd Prophecies that you pick up here 
& and there out of the Scriptures, which, 
« as apply'd to your Jeſus, we can't make 


6e ry few abrupt prophetical Sentences, that 
are cited and reterr'd to by your Evan- 
| © geliſle, 


EY Þ"TO EY OS TIN SY 
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WW © zl;/ts, are liable to Objection; and a- 
W < mong your ſelves do you cavil, and are 
divided about the Propriety, Authority, 
and Application of them. Moreover, It 7 
vas antiently; and is ſtill our (d) Opini- 
= © on, that God in the Days of the Meſſias 
W © would ſo reveal himſelf, the Veil of the _ 
Letter of the Law and the Prophets be- - 4 
ing done away, that we ſhould ſee"bim 4 
Face to Face, when all the true Iraelites 
would ſee Viſions, and be endued with the 
8 < Spirit of Prophecy: But this is ſo far 
from coming to paſs under your Feſtus, 
and pretended Meſſias, that not only we 
Feu perſiſt in our disbelief, but Chri- 
© /tians themſelves, for want of this Viſion, 
“ turn Infidelss Being preſsd with this 
Objection againſt the Meſſiahſhip of 
* your Feſus, you fly, forſooth, for Re- 
* fuge, to the Power of his Miracles, which 
„ has nothing to do in this Controverſy. 
Though Miracles beſpeak a ſupernatural 

Power, yet a Man may be nothing the 
& © more a Meſliah for them; which upon 


— 


— 


= (4) Quod ſe Deus (ſub Meſſia) ita Iſraelitis revelabit, 
ut eum de facie ad faciem videre poſſint, ut ſcribitur, & 
revelabitur Gloria Domini, & videbit omnis Caro pari- 
ter, quod Os Domini locutum eſt, immo omnes in Populo 
= Ifrael Prophetas reddet, uti dicitur, & poſthac effundam - 
de ſpiritu meo ſuper omnem Carnem. Apud Buxrorf. Sy- 
nag. Judaic. Cap. 50. 7 | l | | 
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4 Jeſus, may be wrought by a falſe, as 
c yell as by a true Prophet. If the Meſ⸗ 


« fab is to be proved by his Miracles, it 


« muſt be by ſuch Signs and Wonders that 


a 


« Moſes before wrought for the Delive- 
ce rance of God's People, or he is not the 
« Prophet like Moſes, according to the 
« Opinion and Tradition of our Fore- 
« fathers. Our Anceſtors indeed did ſeem 


C 


a 


© to believe, that the Meſſiah was to be 
& born about the Time that your Zeſws 


« was, and then to deliver his People from 


« Roman Servitude, after the manner that 
« Moſes deliver'd the Iſraelites of old from 


« Egyptian Bondage. If your Jeſus had 
ce been ſuch a Saviour and Redeemer of 
« his Church, as was Moſes, by the like 
“ Signs and Wonders, we muſt have be- 
“ Hey'd in him. Bur fince no ſuch Pro- 
* phet and Redeemer, as was Mofes, did 
then ariſe, we adjourn our Expectations 
c of the Meſſiah, till toward the latter 
«* End of Six (e) thouſand Years of the 


N 


* 


* 


Creation, when it is hoped he will come 


« and manifeſt himſelf by a plain Com- 
“ pletion, and clear Illuſtration of the Pro- 


. l > 24 ; 
“ phecies concerning him. In the mean 


1 . - 
- 2 8 . 3 : 1 a 


| (e) See Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, Book IV. 
Chap, 20. | = | 
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« the Teſtimony of Moſes, and of yout | Tr 
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„Time we abſolutely reje& your Feſus 


« for a falſe Mzſiab, becauſe he is no Ful- 


WT < filler of the Law and the Prophets, in 


« the Senſe of our Fore-fathers ; neither 


(is he a Prophet like Moſes, in mighty 


C Signs and Wonders, notwithſtanding that 


. the Fathers of your Church did often ſo 
„ ſpeak of him. | 


This is a potent Objection, and I know 


not how to anſwer it, but by ſhewing how 
our Jeſus has fulfill'd, and will fulfil, the 
Types and Prophecies of the Old Teſta- 


ment concerning him. This we muſt do, 


or yield up our Religion to the Ferws. It 


is Nonſenſe to talk of the Excellency ot 
Chriſt's Doctrine, and of the Power of his 


= Miracles, if the Fews inſiſt upon à Proof 
of his Meſſia hſbip from Prophecy. There- 
fore I look upon it as a good Reaſon, why 


the Affirmative of the Queſtion in Debate 


cougnt to be maintain'd ; becauſe the anti- 


ent Jews believ'd the Law and the Prophets 


to be Typical and Prophetical of the Life, 

Reign, and Kjngdom of the Meſſiahß; con- 
w /equently Chriſtians are to prove their Feſus 
W 70. have fulfilPd the Law and the Prophet 
W accordingly, or they cant evince him to be 
the Meſſiah to the Jews, nor expect their 
= Converſion to Chriſtianity, if they inſiſt on 
bbeir old Principles, and make the Objecti- 
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on aforeſaid. But what adds yet more 
Force to this Reaſon, is the Mes 


4 


III. Third Reaſon, why the Affirmative 
of the Queſtion in Debate, ought to be 


defended by Chriſtians ; and that is, Be. 


cauſe the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Church, being of the ſame Opinion with the 
Jews above, beliewd the Old Teſtament to 
be prophetical entirely of the New ; and 
that our Jeſus, under the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, did and would fulfil all Things 
that were written in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, which they labour d to prove for their 
Time : Therefore it behoves Chriſtians to 


perſiſt in, and clear up that Proof, or give 


up their Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
for Sons of Error, Believers in a falſe 
Meſliah, or at leaſt for Entertainers of 
wrong Conceptions concerning our Jeſus.” 


There was a wonderful Harmony of 
Opinion between the old Fews and the 
Apoſiles and Fathers of the Church, about 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and 
the way of Interpretation of them. As 
the one look'd' on thoſe Holy Writings to 
be prophetical of a Meſſizh to come; ſo 
the other no leſs eſteem'd them as Prophe- 
cies of our Jeſus, whom they believ'd to 


be the expected Meſſiah, and Fulfiller of 


th em. 


Dee 


9 


() Page 169. 
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chem. And the Chriſtians as well as the 
Jun, agreed in the myſtical and allegort- 
W cal Interpretation of the Law and the Pro- 


phets, as the only way to find out the pro- 
hetical Senſe and Impletion of them. 


: And both admitted of the Maxim (F) of 


St. Paul, that all Things bad happen'd to 
their Forefathers in Types and Figures. 
The Difference then, as the Aut hor of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. (g) rightly. obſerves, be- 


W tween the Primitive Chriſtians and the 


Jews, lay not in different Opinions about 


che Oraclesof the Old Teſtament; nur about: 


the way of Interpretation of them, but in 
the Application of the Prophecies to our 


Jeſus; which the unbelieving Jes not 
apprehending, the Fathers of the Church 
endeavour'd more and more to illuſtrate to 


their Underſtandings, in order to the Con- 


verſion of them 


That the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 
Chureh, held all the Writings of Moſes 
and the Prophets to be, in a myſtical Senſe, 


= prophetical of 7eſus and his Goſpel, is a 


Thing fo notorious, that there would be 
no need to bring Proofs of it, if the Apo- 
ſtacy of the Age we live in, the Clergy's 
Ignorance of the Fathers, and their Per- 
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() Bajnage's Hiſtory of the Fews, Lib. IV. Ch. 25. 


; | verſion 


=,» BY 
verſion of Apoſtolical Expreſſions to a 
contrary and moſt uncouth Senſe, did not 
make it neceſſary, What can St. Paul 
mean, when he ſays, Heb. x. 1. The Law 


is a Shadow of good Things to come, and 
not the very Image of the Things; and 


when he ſpeaks of a Veil upon Mens 
Hearts, 2 Cor. iii. 14, 15. in the Reading 


of the Old Teſtament, which Veil is done 


away in Chriſt ;, and when, ſpeaking of the 


Tfraelites Deliverance out of Egypt, 1 Cor. 


x. I, 2, Oc. and of their Peregrinations in 
the Wilderneſs, of the Manna they eat, and 
the Water of the Rock they drank, of their 
Idolatry, Murmurings, and Temptations, 
Oc. he ſays, All theſe Things are our Types, 
happen'd to them for Enſamples, and are 
written for our Admonition; and when, 
ſpeaking of the Tabernacle Moſes made, 
Heb. vill. 5. he doth. intimate, that all 
Things of 1t were made after the Evange- 
lical Pattern ſhewn to him in the Mount; 
and when, ſpeaking of the Jewiſh Meats 
and Drinks, and Holidays, New-Moons, and 
Sabbath Days, Col. ii. 16, 17. he ſays, 
They were a Shadow of Things to come, 


and the Body of the Law was of Chriſt ; 


and when, ſpeaking of the Prieſthood un- 
der the Law, with their Gifts and Sacrifices, 
Heb. viii. 4, 5. he ſays, they ſerv'd but as 
Types and Shagows of an Fvangelical 

| F 


£5 
2 


L 
W Pricſthood,, who are Miniſters of the Neto 
Teſtament, 2 Cor. iii. 6. not of the Leiter 
W of ihe Law, but of the Spirit of it £ What, 
I ſay, could St. Paul mean by theſe, and 


many more ſuch like Paſſages in his Epi- 


W {tlcs, but that he look'd upon the whole 
= Law and the Prophets to be typical and 
W prophetical of the Goſpel of our Jeſus, 
and that the New Teſtament conſiſted in 
the Spiritual Interpretation, Completion, 


ME and Revelation of rhe Old? There is no 


one would queſtion this to have been St. 
Paul's Meaning, if ſuch an Harmony, as 


he intimates, between the Law and the 


Goſpel, the Old and New Teſtament, could 
be made clear to the Underſtanding of 
Man. And though Commentators, now- 
a-Days, for want of ſuch a viſible Harmo- 
ny between the Two Teſtaments, which 
they are not apprehenſive of, do put a dif- 
W ferent Gloſs on St. Paul's Expreſſions a- 
W bove, yet the great Mr. Dodwell (h was of 
Opinion that ſuch Apoſtolical Reaſonings 
W imply'd, That all Things recorded of the 
W Iſraelites i» the Old Teſtament, were: Type 
and Prophecy of what would come to paſs 
under the New. And our preſent moſt 


— 


a 


0) Omnia ab illis Hebræis geſta in Sacris Litteris me- 
morata pro Prophetiis habent Novi Teſtamenti Ratioct- 


; nia. Apud Grab, Sicil. Patr, Sed, Prim. p. 339. 
| Reverend 
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A+. Wh 
Reverend and Learned Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury is of Opinion, that ſuch Citations 
out of St. Puul, are a ſufficient (i) Vinds- 
cation or Apology for the allegorical Inter- 
pretation of the Law and the Prophets. 
Whereupon, to do the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe, &c. Juſtice, we muſt own, he 
rightly inferr'd from ſuch like Apoſtolical 
Paſſages above, that Chriſtianity is founded iſ 
on the Fudaiſm of the Old Teſtament, 
which is myſtically to be expounded for 
the Proof of it. | e 
But whatever may be the Opinion of 
the generality of Commentators of this 
Age, on the foreſaid Apoſtolical Texts, 
which they almoſt altogether put another 
Conſtruction upon, than what the preſent 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Mr. Dodwel, the 
Author of the Diſtourſe, &c. and my ſelf 
underſtand them in ; yet the Fathers of 
the Church had the ſame Notion of them 
which we have, and which the Words at 
firſt Sight ſeem to bear. I have before 
hinted what the Fathers thought of the 
Sayings of our Saviour, above quoted; as 
how they coucluded from them, that no 
leſs could be underſtood, than that the 
Law and the Prophets were entirely typical 
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(z) Of the Catholick Epiſtle of St. Barnabas. Seat. 35: 8 
Eo and 
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1 , 
and prophetical of himſelß and his Church. 
The like Opinion they had of theſe: Apo- 
- ME ftolical Exßreſſions before us. It is fre- 
WW quently, very frequently, that they, ſuch 
Ws 0rizen;, St. Auguſtin, St. Feroe, St. 
Grill of Alexandtia, and others, in theit 
myſtical ind allegorical, that is, prophett- 
IB 21 Expoſitions of the O Teſtament, do 
Wrefer to one or other of tlie foreſaid Paſſa- 
Wes in St. Paul, as their Authority and Jt: 
ſtification of their Efideavours myſtically 
to interpret. He muſt be 'very.ignorant, 
Wind an abſolute 'Stranger'to the Fathers, 
who knows not this: And was I to go 4. 
Wbout to collect Paſſages in the Fathers to 
prove it, I know not when, for their great 
Numbers, I ſhould come to an end of 
them. And in ſhort, the Opinion of the 
Fathers for the 014 Teſtament's conſiſting 
Wentirely of Types and Prophectes of our 
eſus, and his Church, under the Netw, is 
ſo univerſal; that to produce ample Autho- 
Writics out of their Writings to this Purpoſe 
would be an Affront to the Learning of 
che Age, and refle& the greateſt Shame 
W upon the Clergy for Ignorance of am 
thing, except one, and that is, their literal 
Expoſitions of the Scriptures, contrary to 
the manifeft and manifold Declarations, 
Prohibitions, Exhortatioris, Cautions, and 
Admonitions of the Fathers, who would 
= E 0 


3 


1 them ſufficient Aſliſtance and Li lira 6 
the allegorical and-prophetical Bap 35 
on of the Ola Teſtament, from the begin- 
ning to the W 9 

What (4) Zuſtin Martyr 92 of the Law F 
of Moſes, that it conſiſts of Types, Sym- 
bols, and Declarations of Things to come 
under our Jeſus; and what St. Zerome (1) 
ſays of the Prophets (whether they write 
*£ Eg Jt, Babylon, Moab, Ammon, No 5 
that all in a ſpiritual and figurative Senſe 
will be fulfill'd, or tranſacted again under 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel; and what 
St. Auguſtin (in) ſays of the Whole Fewiſh 
Adminiſtration's being Prophecy of Chriſt 
and his Church, was the conſtant, com- 
mon, and unvariable Opinion of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians for many Ages. 

Taking then this for granted, which no 


Man with the leaft Shadow of Aube 
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e oc ha ſd uno Motos Baller hei hos 
cd e,] Tumus, Kat cv ona x94 ralay nds TwY TW 
Xets 1 AL AENA In Dialog. Pe 1. AT 

(1) Poſt Hiſtoriz Veritatem ſpiritualiter accipiends : 
ſunt omnia: & fic Judza & Jeruſalem, Babylon & Phi- 
lifthim, Moab & Damaſcus, Egyptus & Deſertum Mare, 
Idumæa & Arabia, ac Vallis Vihonis & ad extremum Ty 
rus & Viſio quadrupedum, Intelligenda ſunt. Ker Prolck. 
an Iſai Comment. 

(m) ] udaicz Reipublicz tota Adminifiratio ] Prophetia 
eſt illius Regis Venturi, & Civitatem cæleſtem ex omni- 
i 3 Gentibus condituri. De Conſenſ. Re” Lib. 1 

17. | 


c an 9 


j. an deny, that the Apoſtles and Fathers 


Wof the Church believed the Old Teſtament 
to be entirely prophetical of the New; I 
Will now only ſpeak to one Opinion of 
che Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church 
concerning our Feſus, in which they ex- 
Watly agreed with the antient Ferws, con- 
Wcerning their expected Meſſias. As it was 
the Opinion of the Jews, that the Pro- 
phecy of Deut. xvill. 15, 18, 19. referr d 
to the Meſſiab, fo it was the Opinion of 
the Fathers, that it pointed at our Feſtus - 
Neither have any of the Church univer- 
fal, before Calvin, Grotius, and Stilling- 
Veet, ſuppoſed it could aim at any other 
Prophet, or Succeſſion of Prophets. As 
the 7ews from that Prophecy, as you may 
W fee above, believed. the Meſſias would be 
Ja Prophet like to Moſes, in every Part of 
his Occonomy, ſo the Fathers of the 
Church, as appears from (n) Euſebius, and 

others, thought our Feſus was, or would 
be in all Points like to him. As the Fews 
held their Meſſias would be a Saviour, 
like Moſes, in the Work of the like Signs, 
Wonders, and Judgments, for the Deltve- 
rance of his People from Gentile Oppre(- 
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__ (7) Eo; meow eee wo wdev Abbe Tis nal” 
= eu owns, Demonſ. Evang. Lib. III. Cap. 2. 
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ſionz ſo the Fathers, as appears from (o) Tre: 
neu, (p) Origen, (Jg) Hilary, and others, | 
raught, that our Teſus wrought, like Ma- 
fes, ſuch Signs and Wonders EA the Re- 
demption bf his Church. ne Tj Feſt ah 
the antient Few 1955 the woul 

conduct His ! 4 8 4 Spiritual 
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Fame. 8 e and the ee were | 
befare overthrown. 5 Moſeg; ſo. it was 
the Opinion of the 7 
then eee, of Kopre; and, the een 


— er e — — — — — 
j th! 0 (o) Univerſ enim quæ ex Eo 2755 proſectio Cebat 1 po- 
me 
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puli a Peo Typus & Imago fuit Profe&ionis Eccleſ i, quk 
<A futura ex Gentibus. Lib IV. Cap. 50. 55 

(p) — Comment. in Exod, 

7) Ea quæ Libro Exodi infcri ta ſunt, Ægypti Plage 
Pharaofis Pzna ſecundum Apoſltuni, ne, Egyprt ge 
rum quæ in 7 . geſta fuerunt, allegorumena ſunt, non 
negligenter audrenda, quia ſub corporalium geſtorum fide 
in Exemplum ſunt ſpiritualium Operum conſtituta. In 
Ef. 13 "Set. 0 a 

(7) In prima Redemptiore in hoc Mari materiali in 
Redemptione ultima in Mari 2 ſpirituali. Apad _ 


rang el. p. 44. 
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LL. 
were deſtroy'd by our Jeſut, and a (H) Pe- 
liverance: of the Church effocted after the 


like manner 


Thus was there a ſingular Harmony of 
Opinion between the Fathers of the 
Church, and the antient Feu, concern- 
ing the Old Teſtament's being altogether 


Prophecy of the Reign and Kingdom of 


the Meſſias; particularly! concerning Mo- 


33 


ſes's being à Type of the Mester in all 
Things, And what can we infer from this 
Opinion of the Fathers leſs, than that the 
Aſirmative of the Queſtion in Debate; 


gught to be maintain d by Chriſtians, or 


they muſt give up the Apoſtles and Fathers 
of the Church, for Believers in a falſe 
Meſſias, ox at leaſt for Entertainers of 


wrong Nations. concerning our | eſtes, 
The Apoſtles, and Fathers of the Church 


for their Lime, labour'd the Point hard in 
the Application of the Prophecies of the 
Old Teſtament to our Jeſut; and per- 


form'd much better in this Caſe, than 


could have been expected from them, if 


(s) Totam Hiſtoriam exeuntium de Ægypto & pergen- 
tium ad Terram Sanctam, brevi ſermone perſtringens; 
etiam nunc Hiſtoriæ ſimilitudinem conſervaret. Sancti 
Hieron. in Oſeam, c. 2. Vid. & Cyril. Alex. de Ador. 
Lib. 1. Gregor. Nazian. Orat. 20. & 42. Cyril. Hieroſi. 
Catech. myft. 1. Seſt. 2. Sanctum Auguſtin, cont, Fau- 
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ſtum. Z. 12, cum aliis, 


they 
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phecy, it was becauſe they then łnetm hut 


It was impoſlible for the Apoſtles and Fa- 


Church, according to the Type, was not 


fore its Completion, is all. Ambiguity and 


ſtrated: And if the Chriſtians of ſucceed- 


& evenit quod prophetatum eſt, tunc Prophetia habebit 
liquidam Expoſitionem. Tib. 4. c. 42 5 


4 


OT 
they had not been endued with a more 
than ordinary Gift of the Interpretation of 
Oracles. And if they did not make the 
Point moſt clear to any Man's Capacity, 
that our Jeſus was the Meſſiab from Pro- 
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in Part, and could propheſy but in Part. 
A compleat Underſtanding of the Prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, being reſervq 

for that Perfection of Time, for whoſe Ad- 
monition and Inſtruction, the Types of 
the Law and the Prophets were written, 
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thers of the Church of the three firſt 
Ages, to diſcern and prove clearly, ſo 
much as the ſimilitudę between "Moſes and 
our Jeſus, in the Deliverance of his Peo- 
ple; becauſe the Redemption of the 


then accomplifh'd. And it is well known, 
according to (t) Treneus, that Prophecy, be- 


Minigma, hard: to be underſtood and illu- 


ing Times, made not this famous Viſion 
clear upon the Tables of the Two Tefta- 
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(t) Omnis Prophetia priuſquam habeat Completionem, 
Ambiguitas & Enigma eſt; cu m autem venerit Tempus 
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ments, it was becauſe they were more care- 


leſs of Viſion, more and more deprived of 


the Gift of Interpretation, and apoſtatized 
from the Spirit of Prophecy. And whe- 
ther that Perfection (1) of Time for the Il- 
luſtration of Prophecy, which the Apoſtles 
and Fathers of the Church ſpeak often of 
= be come or not, yet it is incubment on 
= Chriſtians at this Day, to ſhow an Harmo- 
ny between the Law and the Goſpel, the 
= New Teſtament and the Old, and how our 
Feſus is the Fulfiller of the Law and the 
Prophets, or we can't demonſtrate the Truth 


of Chriſtianity to thoſe who. demand and 


W inſiſt on ſuch a Proof of it. 
= What if ſome Infidel, ' as ſuppoſe the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſhould take 
up the Objection, and ſay, Lou Chriſti- 
Vans at this Day, are no more like to the 
= © Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church, in 
Principles, than an Ethiopian is to an 
Europæan in Countenance. The Apo- 
( ſtles and the Fathers held the Old Teſta- 
W © ment to conſiſt of Types and Prophecies 
Hof the New; and that Tropes, and Me- 
W © taphors, and Allegories, are to be made 
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() Cum autem venerit quod perfetum, tum & Velum 
Templi interius diſrumpendum eſt, ut omnia quæ nunc no- 


bis abſcondita ſunt, Domus Dei Sacramenta videamus. 


7 Aeren. in Epiſt. ad Hedibriam. ft ; 
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& Uſe! of in this : 0+ FTI of the 
$ Scriptures, for the manifeſtation of the 

„Harmony between the Two Teſtaments; 
« but you are ſo far from this Opinion, 
4 that you literally interpret the Law and 
„the Prophets as if they Had no prophet: 
< tical Relation to Chtift and his Church. 
e You talk indeed of Prophecies in the 
Old Teſtament, but it is in another way 
& than the Fathers ever dream'd:of 5 nei- 
ther do you! ſo-much: as ſpeak or the 
« New and Old Teſtaitichr in the Senſe 
4 which they oy who underſtood by the 
4 one, the (a0 7 eftanient of the Letter of 
« the Law, and by the other the Teſtas 
« ment of the Spirit of it. If you would 
& reconcile us to Chriſtianity, you muſt 
« prove it from Prophecy upon the Prin- 
4 ciples of the Foals,” whoſe Authority 
« js more than human, or the Chriſtian 
“ Religion has no good Foundation. In 
Hall this Time, conſidering the great Age 
« of the Church, one might think you 
« would have cleard the Truth of the 
« Goſpel from Prophecy; but. notwith- 
« ſtanding your numerous and voluminous 
« Productions on the Law and the Pro- 
4 phets, we are fill at a Loſs for ſuch a 
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(w) Duo Tetaments, quo rum unum in 1 Litter, alterunt 
In 10 Hieron. in E 9. ad Algaſiam. BM 
| Proof. 


— 


proof. Suppoſing that Perfection of 
Time which the Apoſtles and Fathers 
(talk of, be not come, for the Illuſtration 
of Prophecy, yet, reaſonably ſpeaking, 
vou might have propheſied in a greater 
Meaſure than they did; and at leaſt 
have made it appear, that Jeſus is the 


NEED. cet, WES AER. A 9 
* 


Prophet like Moſes, in the Redemption 
of his Church, if there had been any 


Truth in that famous and concurrent 
Opinion of both Fews and Fathers. If 
you had done this, we would have taken 
the reſt of the Old Teſtament for Pro- 
phecy, upon the Word of the Fathers, 
and have truſted a while for the Inter- 
pretation and Underſtanding of it. But 
in as much as you have not done this, 
nor have explained any other Prophe- 
cies, which are not liable to Exceptions 
among your ſelves, as well as to Objec- 
(tions from us; we perſiſt in our Unbe- I 
lief, and will be convinced, that Feſws — 
is the Meſſias, by no other Argument | 4 
than from Prophecy, according to the 
united Opinion of both Je, and Fa- 
fthers. . | 

= This is another mighty Obje&ion againſt 8 
us, 2nd I wonder none, before the Author 

* of the Diſcourſe, &c. with his fly Infinua- 

ions, did ever make it; particularly I 

have wonder'd that none have objected 

= - _ againſt 
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againſt the Mefrabſbip of our Jeſus, the 
Opinion of both Fews and Fathers, con. 
cerning his being a Prophet like Moſes, in 
the Deliverance of his People. Such an 
Obje&ion unanſwer'd, overthrows Chriſti 
anity at once, and renders the Authority 
of the Antients void and null. Fauſtus, 
the Manichee, who believ'd there was no 
Affinity between the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, did make the Objection, ſaying, 
that the () Words of Deut. xvili, 15, &c. 
could not relate to Feſus, becauſe he was 
not a Prophet like Moſes. Whether any 
one will think St. Auguſtin's Argumentati- Wl 
on, that 7eſus was the Antitype of Moſes 
in all Things, a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
Fauſius, I know not: But the Objection 
may be ſo ſtated, that, without a clear 
Broof of Moſess being entirely a Type of 
Feſus, and of the Deliverance of the Chri- 
{tran Church, after the manner of the I- 

raelitiſh out of Egypt, the Authority of 
the Fathers muſt be ſet at nought, and the 
Truth of our Religion yielded up to Infi- 
dels. Neither will any other Arguments 
for Feſus*s Meſſiahſbip, whether taken from 
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* Verba Deuteron. xviii. 15. non poſſe de Chriſto in- 
telligi, quia Chriſtus Moyſi ſimilis non eſt. Auguſt, cont, 
Fauſt. Lib, 16. c. 4. | 3 
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his Miracles or Doctrine, ſtand us in any 
ſtead. Which brings me to the 


IV. Fourth Reaſon, Why the Affirma- 
tive of the Queſtion in Diſpute, ought; to 
be maintain'd by Chriſtians, and that is, 
WW Becauſe no other Arguments, whether drawn 
om che Excellency of Chriſt's Doctrine, or 
* ower of bis Miracles, are of any Validity 
720 prove his Divine Authority and Meffrab- 
ip, if this from Prophecy, in the firſt 
Place, be not evinced, and clearly made 
Nur. , ,, 


The Writers againſt the Author of the 
WD:ſcourſe, &c, being diſtreſs'd with the 
Subtilty of his Reaſonings againſt Chriſtt- 
Wanity, and of Inability to demonſtrate the 
AMeſſiabſbip of Feſus from Prophecy, do fly 
for Refuge to other Arguments for the 
Truth of their Religion, and are a little 
angry with him, for inſiſting ſo much on a 
Proof from Prophecy, when he might be 
convinced of Feſus's Divine Authority 
WC whether it be proved from Phophecy or 
not) from the Excellency of his Doctrine, 
and Power of his Miracles: But notwith- 
ſtanding this Opinion of the Writers a- 
ainſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
there is no Sanctuary for them in the 
WL octrine and Miracles of Feſus, neither is 
3 F 2 their 
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their Religion! to-be ; defended ift hin = 
without Prophecy. 10 1 _ 
| I know not what modern ee for EN 
the Truth of Chriſtianity mean by thei 
Excellency of the Doctrine of our Feſus 
who taught all in Parables, neither did be 
ever ſpeak without a Parable. Which Pa- 
Tables treated of the Myſteries of the Ning. 
dom of: Heaven ;-that is, of the ſpiritual 
and ſublime Senſe of the Law and the Pro- 
phets, which: they underſtand not: Nei. 
ther are the Parables of Jeſur to be under - 
ſtood, upon the Teſtimony of the Fathers, 155 
without the preceding allegorical and pro- 
phetical Interpretation of the Old Teſta- 
ment, which they are no leſs Enemies 
than Strangers to. If the Writers againſt 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. have any 
other Notion of the Excellency of Chriſts 
Doctrine, as, for Inſtance, of his being 
an admirable Teacher of the Duties off 
Morality,” I would by no means have them 
to ſpeak it out, for fear the Author of thei 
Diſcourſe, &c. ſhould laugh at them, and 
prove that any of the Philoſophers of the 
Gentiles, or any other rational Man, may 
make a much better Teacher than Feſu N 
Neither 0 Feen his Miracles as they 
are now-3-days . underftood , make any il 


Thing tor his Authority and * | 
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It is Aamir argued by the (y) Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſaying, Ift the Proofs 

* for Chriſtianity from the Old Teſtament 
be not valid; if the Arguments found- 
ed on thoſe Proofs be not concluſive, 
* and the Prophecies cited 'froin thence 
c be not fulfilled, then has Chriſtianity 
4 no juſt Foundation: For the Foundation 
* on which Jeſus and his Apoſtles built it, 
„ 1s then invalid and falſe. Nor can Mi- 
« racles; ſaid to be wrought by Jeſus'and 
* his Apoſtles, in behalf of Chriſtianity, 
« avail any thing in the Caſe: For Mira- 
« cles can never render a Foundation va- 
lid, which is in it ſelf invalid; can ne- 
ver make a falſe Inference true, can ne- 
« yer make a Prophecy fulfill'd, which is 
« not fulfill'd; and can never mark out a 
« Meſſtas, or Feſus for the Meſſias, if both 
« are not markid out in the Old Teſta- 
« ment. Beſides, Miracles ſaid to be 
« wrought, may be often juſtly eſteem'd 
« filſe Reports, when attributed to Per- 
„ ſons who claim an Authority from the 
“Old Teſtament, which they imperti- 
* nently alledge to ſupport their Pre- 
4 tences. God can never be ſuppoſed of- 
ten to E Miracles to be done for 
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« the Confirmation of a falſe and pre- 


* we have Directions from the Old (⁊) Te- 


dent Revelation confirm'd by Miracles, 


e (a) ſplendid Gifts. as they are, are no 
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L 46 ] 
« tended Miſſion; and if at any — he 


** does permit Miracles to be wrou ght in 
Confirmation of a pretended Miſnion, 


4 ſtament, not to regard ſuch Miracles, 
«. but are to continue firm to the anthos: 


« and contain'd in the Old Teſtament, 
0 notwithſtanding any Miracles which 
* (in the Opinion of ſome Divines, as 
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& Demon ſtration of” the Truth, but) under 
« the Circumſtance of atteſting ſome- 
4 thing contrary to an antecedent Revela- 
« tion confirm'd by Miracles, are certainly 
« no Proofs of the Truth. This is admi- 
rably reaſor'd ! and I wiſh the Writers 
againſt the Aut hor F the Diſcourſe, &c. 
would lay it to Heart, and conſider, whe- 
ther Jeſus for his Miracles, can be any 
thing the more a Mæſiah. Do his Mira- 
cles prove him to be the' Fulfiller of the 
Law and the Prophets, or that the Old 
Teſtament conliſted of Prophecies of him? 
No certainly. His being thi Meſſias, muſt 
be proved from e in the firſt. 
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(2) Deut. xiii. 1, 2. 
(a) Hicks's A pol. Vind. of the Church of England, 


P. 232 24. 


6 5 


J 
Place; or Miracles and the Truth of then 
are foreign to the Purpoſe. Jeſus himſelf, 
as well as Moſes, ſays, falſe Prophets and 
falſe Chriſts may do Miracles, and (0 work 
Wonders to the deception of Mankind : 
And it's enough to make us take Jeſus him- 
ſelf upon Suſpicion for a falſe Meſſias, not- 
withſtanding his Miracles, for pretending 
to fulfil the Law and the Prophets to a 
Tittle, when there is little or nothing at all 
that is clearly proved, or can be plainly 
diſcern'd to be fulfild by him. And tho? 
= the Biſhop of Litehfield, in a long Ha- 
W rangue upon the Miracles of our Saviour, 
= thinks he has anſwer'd the Author of the 
Grounds's foreſaid Paſſage, and Argument 
(which, by the by, he has wilfully (c) 
maim' d, or more modeftly ſpeaking, has im- 
perfectly repreſented, by leaving out that 
choice Saying of Dr. Hicks) yet I am of a 


W contrary Opinion, and think he hardly ap- 


W prehends the Force of it. 
= Dr. Hicks, as above, ſays, That Miracles 

a4 ſplendid Gifts as they are, are no De- 
= 1monſtrations of the Truth; much leſs are 
our Jeſus's wonderful Works, as they are 
7 commonly underſtood, a Proof of his 
Meſſiahſbip : For was I to take them into 
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: (b) Matth. xxiv. 24. | 
| (% His Defence of Chriſtianity, p. 417. 5 
1 ſtrick 


ſtrict Examination, I could reduce them to 
next to nothing. I could ſay much, not 
only in diminution of that Power they 
were wrought by. but enough to make us 
nauſeate the Report of ſome of them, as 
done by an immenſely wiſe Prophet. St. T. 
renæus ſays, (d) If Jeſus's Power of healing 
the Diſeaſed was only temporal, there was 
nothing grand in it; that is, if that Power 
was not of ſome farther Uſe, and ſpiritual 
Signification, we ought not to wonder at 
it. Celſus rightly objects againſt Zeſus, 
his Allowance, that falſe Chriſts may do 
the like, or as great Miracles; and how 
then, ſays he, (e). Shall we know or diſtin- 
guiſh the God from the Deceiver by them ? 
And St. Auguſiin ſays, that ſome of the 
Works of Zeſus were fooliſh ones, if not fi- 
gurative. And was he now alive, | believe 
he would expoſe: to Ridicule all, or moſt 
of the Miracles of our Saviour, upon the 
Senſe modern Commentators take them in, 
as well as he has done that of his (F) Cur- 
fing the Fig-tree. If I underſtand St. Augu- 
ſtin aright, he allows, what Infidels did ob- 
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(d) Si enim temporalis erat ab eo utilitas, nihil gran- 
de præſtitit iis, qui ab eo Curati ſunt, Lib, V. Cap. 12. 
Set, 6. „ 1 

(e) Ovyg]aroy vm Toy e 2 Tov (wv Ocon, Tovs os 
wiſſas net Cont. Celſum. Lib. II. p. 89. 

) Hoc factum, niſi figuratum accipiatur, ſtultum in- 
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, 'S 
cd, that Jeſus's Miracles (abſtracted from 
heir myſtical Signification ) might be 
Wrought by (g) magick Ari and Power, 
WA nd what is the Reaſon that St. Auguſtin, 
Wn Compliance with Infidels, runs down 
the Miracles of Jeſus 2 To exalt the Proof 
Wor his Meſſiahſhip from Prophecy, as the 
Wonly ſure and certain one that can be tru- 
ted to, and depended on, and which the 
Author of the Diſcourſe will allow to be 
Wnoſt ſure and demonſtrative; MY 
have no Inclination to take the Mira- 
les of our Jeſus into Examination, and 
Wxpoſe them in Fact, or in Circumſtance, 
Wor no ſtrange and extraordinary Things, 
which I could do; and ſhow, that even 
Wt he beſt circumſtantiated of them would, as 
Wt. Auguſtin (h) argues, never Have been 
rought, but for ſome myſtical Ends and 
WP urpoſes. But I believe this will be done 


b 


— ll. 


— * 


(g) Ut enim non contemnerentur, neque fabuloſa du- 
Wcerentur quæ Apoſtoli annunciabant, demonſtrabantur hzc 

Prophetis ante, fuiſſe prædicta: quia etl atteſtabantur 
Niracula, non defuiſſent (ſicut etiam nunc quidam mufſi- 
ant) qui magicæ Potentiz cuncta illa tribuerent, niſi talis 
eorum Cogitatio Conteſtatione prophetica vinceretur. 
con. Fauſt. Lib. XII. Cap. 45. ee 
== (-) Dominus noſter ea quæ faciebat corporaliter, eti- 
m ſpiritaliter vole bat intelligi, Neque enim miracula 
ropter miracula faciebat, ſed ut illa quz faciebat, mira 
e ſſent videntibus, vera eſſent intelligentibus. Serm. 98. 
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ſometime for the Service of the Gauſe, and 
Queſtion in Hand. Nay, that Grand Mi- 
racle of Chriſt's Reſurrection from the Dead, 
which one of the Writers againſt the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, &c. thinks a ſuffici- 
ent Foundation in it ſelf, to build the 
Church on, may be calPd into Queſtion. 
Don't we know that the Zews, the Cruci- 
fiers of Jeſus, ſaid, * His Diſciples came by 
Night and ſtole his Body away whilſt the 
Guards ſlept, which is commonly reported 
* among the Jews at this Day. Neither is 
it any more incredible, that the Diſciples 
% ſhould enter upon ſuch a Project, to pre- 
« vent the Shame of believing in a falſe 
& Prophet, than it was improbable that the 
« Guards ſhould be faſt aſleep, upon keep- 
« ing ſuch a Gaudy Day, as was the Feaſt 
of the Paſſover. Noon-Day had been more 
proper for the Diſplay of a real Reſur- 
« frection, but Mid-night better ſerv'd the 
*< Purpoſe of the Diſciples. But the Objec- 
tion of Celſus againſt Chriſt's Reſurre&i- 
on, was never as yet well anſwer'd; that 
is, becauſe (i) that Jeſus, after he was 
* riſen, appear'd not to all the People, to 
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i (i) Si Jeſus volebat revera declarare ſuam divinam Po- 
My tentiam, debuerat ſuis Infultatoribus, ipſique Præſidi, qui 
i c?pitalem ſententiam contra ſe tulerat, deinde cæteris om- 
1 | nibus ſe oſtendere. Orig. cont, Celſ. Lib. II. p. 98. _ == 
| « the 
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the Shame and Confuſion of his Murde- 
rers, but only to ſome choſen Witneſſes, 
that is, choice Confederates and Accom- 
plices, who were reſolv'd, &c. It was not 
till (e) chree Days after Chriſt's Paſſion, 
that the eres expected his Reſurrection, 
when in all probability the People would 
a be gathered together to behold the Mira- 4 
cle; but the Diſciples were a Day or two | 
before-hand with the Expectations of the 
People. And tho' the Diſciples, for ought 
Vue know, might be {imple and undeſign- 
ing Men, yet there have been ſuch in the 
World, who, to ſerve a Purpoſe, would 
* not ſtick to deviſe and propagate a Fal- + 
% ſhood, and at the Hazard of their Lives 
F ſtand to it. But however this be, the Sto- 
ry of 7eſus's Prediction, that he was to 

lay three Days and three Nights in the 
Heart of the Earth; that is, from our 
* Friday Night, to Sunday Morning before 

break of Day, otherwite call'd one Day, 

and one Night and a half, was ſo ill 

concerted by the Evangeliſts, as if they 

wanted good Memories, and common Un- 

derſtandings, that it is a Temptation to 

any one to think the whole but a Fable, 

and that too no cunningly deviſed One, 
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(&) Matth, xxvii. er}. 62. [ ” 
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| of 52 1] £4 
The cunningeſt Part of the Project, or 
«« the beſt Piece of Management, in my 
« Opinion, though the Author of the Diſ- 
«« courſe, &c. ſeems to think otherwiſe, way 
the (1) employing of Women to prepare 
Perfume for Chriſt's Body againſt the 
Stench of Corruption, and the ſending 
„ them before Day to the Sepulchre ; 
« where, being ſurprized with the loſs of 
his Body, and aſtoniſh'd at the Voice of 
„tte Men, there planted like Ghoſts and 
« Apparitions, ſaying, he is not here, but 
* 7s riſen, could think of nothing leſs than 
a ſtupendous Miracle; which they would 
be ſure to publiſh with ſuch Improve- 
ments, as their feminine Tranſports and 
Credulity ſuggeſted, and moſt ſeriouſly 
« vouch for the Truth of it.” Thus could 
I almoſt reaſon my ſelf into a Disbelief of 
Chriſt's Reſurrection; and was I not convin- 
ced that the whole Story, in which there 
15 no Senſe according to the Letter, was 
but a (n) Type and Figure of his ſpiritual 
and myſtical Death and Reſurrection out 
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) Page 255. | 

( Et nunc novi ſacerdotum Principes Verbum Veri - 
tatis poßitum in ſcripturis crucifigunt falſis Expoſitionibus 
& occidunt Mendaciis Origen in Matib. cap. 27. Mo- 
numentum Chriſti eſt divina Scriptura, in qua Divinitatis 
& Humanitatis ejus Myſteria Denſitate Litterz veluti qua- 
dam muniuntur Petra. Id. Hom. 2. In Diverſ. 1 
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W ficatur latens aliquid, Se. Origen, cont, Celſ. Lib. Il. 
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of the Grave of the Letter of the Law 
and the Prophets, in which he has been 
buried, or ſwallow'd up, as by a Leviathan 
like Jonab, for above three myſtical Days 
and Nights, I ſhould believe it to be but 
an idle Tale, as the Apoſtles themſelves 
did, upon the Report which the Women 
made of it. But after all, I believe upon 
good (u) Authority, ſome of the Miracles 
of Jeſus, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 


were never wrought, but only related as 


8 prophetical and parabolical Narratives of 
what will be myſteriouſly and more won- 
derfully done. by Mitt... © 


The Reſurrection of Chriſt then, which 


| wants a good Proof of it felf, proves no- 
thing, much leſs do his other Miracles 


prove him to be the Meſſias: Or, as the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. ſays, (o) Mi- 


W 7acles wrought by Feſus are, according to 
WW be Goſpel Scheme, no abſolute Proof of 
bis being the Meſſias, or of the Truth of 


Chriſtianity. It is true that Jeſus, John x. 


28. appeals to his Works, as a Proof of 
his Authority, but he muſt mean to the 


myſtical Senſe of them, or they do not 
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(n) Veritas Scripturz tradentis nobis Gefta Jeſa non 
conliſtit in nudis Verbis Hiſtoriæ, nam in unoquoque ſigni- 
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Wiſdom, as well as the Power of the Fa- 


Imitator of 


rituality of the Law and the Prophets; 


Cap 2 | 


L 54 7 


prove him to be a Prophet endued with the 


ther, who was in him. For as Feſus him- 
ſelf, and St. Paul ſay, that falſe Chriſts, 
and the Antichriſt ſhall work Signs and 
Wonders, to the deception of Mankind; 
{o ce Origen, and (49) Hippolitus, and other 
Fathers aſſert, that Antichriſt will be an 
eſus in all his Miracles. 1 
longer wonder'd at this Opinion of the 
Fathers, than at any Thing elſe J ever. met 
with in their Writings: But when I con- 
fider'd that, according to the Fathers, there 
were as many Antichriſt as there are He- 
reſies, with their Lo here is Chriſt, and Lo 
there he is, my Wonder ceas'd: And I 
ſoon found that the great Antichriſt, ac- 

cording to St. Paul, () Ignatius, (s) St. Am-. 
broſe, (t) St. Jerome, and others, was the 
avazEr, that is, the Adverſary to the Spi- 


the Myſtery of whoſe ase, or Anti- | 
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(p) Contra Celſum, Lib. II. ; 
(q) De Conſummatione Mundi, 5 85 
(r) Er ms gavaile mw vouoy n mwvs meg nlas, ovs 0 yer @ ME 
E£TAIC@74, £59 out @s Afiyers@. In Epiſt. ad Heron. 


(s) Lex Dei ſpiritalis ett, non habent veram Legem, 
qui eam non acceperint ſpiritaliter. In Pſ. 118. Sect. 26. 
(t) Per Tgnorantiam Spiritualis Legis ſuſcipitur Anti- 
chriſtus pro Chriſto. Jn Ferom, Cap. 9. br 


chriſtianiſm, 
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: chriſtianiſm 1 conſiſted in his Apoſtacy 


from, Enmity to, and Contempt of the 
Spirit of Prophecy that is in the Old Te- 
ſtament. The Clergy of this Day had 


1 beſt to look to it, whether they don't ad- 
here to ſuch a falſe Chriſt, inſtead of the 
true Meſſiah, or Logos of the Law: and 


whether, by their litteral underſtanding of 


W the Miracles of our Feſus, they may not 
WW have changed them into the Wonders 
of that falſe Prophet, whom the Lord, at 


his coming upon the Clouds of the Letter 
of the Law and the Prophets, will deſtroy 


W with the Breath of his Mouth, or with the 


Spirit of Prophecy. The Clergy, I fay, 
had beſt to ſee to it, whether they have not 
chang d the Miracles of Feſus into the Mon- 


ders of Antichriſt : For the whole Myſtery 


of Chriſtianiſm and Antichriſtianiſm is on- 


ly intelligible in and through Jeſus's Tranſ- 


figuration, which, as Gregory (u) Nazian- 
Sen ſays, will be the grand Subject of the 


Contemplation of My/?iſts, who, upon the 


holy Mount of the Law, will intellectu- 


7 ally behold how Jeſus paſſes from one Type 


and Figure to another, and will apprehen- 
lively hear Moſes and Elias reaſoning with 


Divine Logos, about the Harmony and 
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tute of all other, or external Arguments, 
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excellent Glory, at his Transfiguration, 


Mord of Prophecy, or Voice of God, ſpeak- 


ſhip. And wherefore did St. Peter ſay ſo? 
Becauſe, as St. Auguſtin (S) rightly argues, 
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Agreement between the Law and the 
What then is the Conſequence of all this, 
but that Chriſtianity being, as the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. truly ſays, (w) deſti- 


we ſhould turn our Heads and our Hearts 
to the alone Conſideration of Prophecies ful. 
filld, which he rightly calls (x) che moſt Wl 
proper of all Arguments, to evince the Wl 
Truth of our Religion. St. Peter, who con- 
versd with our Lord, and faw the Miracles 
he wrought, and heard the Voice from the 


ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 
am well pleaſed; yet declares, that the 


ing out of the Clouds of the Law and the 
Prophets, would be a () more ſure and in- 
diſputable Teſtimony of Feſus's Meſtah- 
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(w) Page 31. 

(x) Page 29. h 

(y) 2 Pet. i. 19. Jͤͤ dd bo gt er 

() Quis enim nottrum non miretur delata Voce de Cz- 
lo certiorem propheticum ſermonem ab Apoſtolo dium 
eſſe ? quia poſſent Infideles iſtam Vocem delatam de Czlo 
per Conjecturas humanas & illicitas Curioſitates ad magt- 


cas Artes referre, Serm. 43. Sette 5. 
the 
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che Report of that Voice which he with 


Wothers heard, and of Feſus's other Mira- 
Nees, is liable to the Cavils, Exceptions, 
nd Evaſions of 1nfidels ; but againſt ante- 
Weedent Prophecy, and its ſubſequent Com- 
letion, there lies none, even in the Opi- 
nion of the Auchor of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
ho ſays, that (a) 4 Man who bas the Old 
eſtament put into bis Hands, which con- 
ins Prophecies, and the New Teſtament, 
Wc contains their Completions, and is 
ice ſatisfied, as he may be with the grent- 
7 eaſe, that the Old Teſtament exiſted be- 
re the New, may have a compleat, inter- 
74, and divine Demonſiration of the Truth 
7 Chriſtianity; whereas Arguments of ano- 

be, Nature are very precarious. And I 
believe the Author of the Diſcourſe to be 

herein ſo ſerious, that if conſiderable Pro- 

Wphecies, with their Completions under the 
WGoſpel, could clearly be produced, he 

would ſubſcribe to the Truth of our Reli- 

ion: In the mean time, if he perſiſt in In- 

delity, I can't much blame him. i 
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And thus, for Four ſubſtantial Reaſons, 
have I proved that the Afirmative of the 
Queſtion in Debate, ought to be defended 
by Chriſtians, viz. That the Law and the 


—— — 
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138 0 
Prophets are entirely typical and prophetical 
- of Chriſt and his Church, and that it is in. 
poſſible to prove the Truth of Chriftianity, 
or our Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, any other. 
- wiſe than by ſhowing how. he does und will 
fulfil the Prophecies of him in the Old T. 
ſtament. It is the Exhortation of the Ho- 
ly Jeſus himſelf, to ſearch: the Scripture 
for Teſtimonies of his Authority and Meß. 
ſiahſbip, for they are they which teitify off 
him. And St. Paul, (b) as his manner was fi 
reaſond with the Jews only out of thei 
Scriptures, opening them, and alledging,f 
that this Jeſus whom he preach'd was the 
Chrif, or Meſſiah. And Apollos, tho? he 
was (c) an eloquent Man, yet had not Re- 
courſe to Rhetorical Harangues, and Dia- 
le&ical Subtilties of pretended: Ratiocins 
tion and Argumentation, that are alone in] 
Uſe now-a-Days, but being mighty in the 
Scriptures, he mightily convinced the Jews ff 
and that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures 
of the Old Teſtament, that Feſus was the 
Chrizt, And ſo muſt we too reaſon out of 
the Scriptures, if we mean to make Con- 
verts of either eres or Inſidels; for the] 
Te#imony of Jeſus's Meſſiahſhip, ſays (d) - 
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(b) Acts xvii. 2, 3. 
le) Acts xviii. 24, 9. 
(4) Revel. xix. 10. 


7 \ 5 . 


St. John, is the Spirit of Prophecy in the 
Old Teſtament; neither can any Man ſay 


„Lord, and Meſſiab, but by the Holy Spirit 
le of the Law and the Prophets. Whereup- 


on give me Leave to ſay freely, that the 


1 Church muſt not pretend to have found or 
7 proved our Feſus to be the Meffrah, till 
m the can ſay with the Woman of Samaria, 
1 | (vhto, according to (F) St. Auguſtin, and 
„others, was a Type of the Heretical and 


Apoſtatical Church at this Day, or the 


7 J whole Story of Feſus*s Converſation with 
1: her, is the moſt fooliſh that ever was told 
«| of a wiſe Man with a ſimple Woman 
2. that our Feſus has told her all ſhe has 
* been doing for many Ages paſt, by the 


W Spirit, or according to the Predictions of 
the Law and the Prophets. Then, and 
not till hen, may ſhe appeal to the Jeu, 
and other Inſidels, ſaying, Is not this the 
Chriſt, of whom Moſes and the Prophets 


f did orice 2 For he has told me all that I 

have done, by the Spirit of their Pro- 
W phecy. 7 Norm 5 | a 

1 has 

) N Ny — * — _— 1 


(e) 1 Cor. xii. 3. | 1 
F lla Mulier Typum gerebat Eceleſir, que ventura 
erat ex Gentibus, Eecleſiæ non juſtificatz ſed juſtificandz, 
In Johan, Evang. cap. 4. % F771 1 


__— H2 Having 


n 
- Having then thus rightly. ſtated the Can- 
troverſy between the Author of the Difs 
courſe, &c. and his Opponents of the Cler- 
gy, and given my Reaſons why the Aﬀir: | 
mative of the Queſtion in Diſpute is to 
be held and maintain'd by them, 1 might 


now enter upon an Exhortation to both 


Parties,. to a vigorous and zealous Debate 
of it. But Ns ti I do this, I think my 
ſelf obliged to, what may be expected from 
me, deliver my Opinion of thoſe. particu- 
lar Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, that | 
are cited by the Evangeliits, and which 
make a conſiderable Part of the Diſpute 
before us. I ſhould not have ſaid, deliver 
my Opinion, but the Opinion of the Fa. 
thers; for I, ſo unlike am I to the reſt of i 
Mankind, have no Opinions but what I 
have taken from them. And all the Ho- 
nour and Happineſs I can pretend to, is to 
defend and illuſtrate their Opinions againſt } 
all the Oppoſition of Fews, Infidels, and 


Apoſtates, to the contrary. 


Firſt then, the moſt remarkable Prophe- | 
cy, that makes the greateſt Noiſe in this | 
Controverſy, is that of Iſaiah, Chap. vil. 
14. Behold, a Virgin ſhall be with Child, 
ana ſhall bring forth a Son, and they ſball 
call his Name Immanuel; which is cited 
by St. Matthew, Chap. i. 22, 23. * 


NES on 


ltd at the miraculous Conception of 
Mary, and Birth of her Sen Feſur. The 
Author of the Di ſcourſe, & c, very ſubtilly 


argues from Reaſon and Authority, that 


(g) the Fords, as they ſtand in Ifaiah, do, 
in their ohvious and litteral Senſe, relate 
ta 4 young Woman in the Days of Ahaz, 
King of Judah, as appears by confidering 
the Context; and that it is an Abſurdity to 
underftand the Prophet, as having the Con- 
ception of the Virgin Mary, and the Birth 
of her Son Jeſus, litterally and primarily 
in view. On the other Hand, the Writers 


againſt the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 


being concern'd for the Authority of St. 
Matthew, and for the Truth of the Ap- 
plication of this abrupt and clips out Pro- 


phecy of 1/ajaþ, will needs have it with- 


out the Context, to have a direct Aſpect 
to the Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
and Birth of her Son Jeſus; to which 
End they, particularly the Biſbop of 
L——, write ſuch Stuſ, that in pity to 


* 


their Ignorance, 1 will tranſcribe nothing 


of. . 

Now, by Virtue of that moderatorial 
Power that I have aſſumed to my ſelf, or 
of that Commiſſion I have receiv'd from 
the Fathers, I authoratively declare both 
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VVV Parties 
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[6] 
parties to be in an Error: And if they had 
conſulted either the antient Jets, or the 
Fathers upon the Place, with that Venera- 
tion which is due to Antiquity, they would 
have ſet them right; neither would the Au- 
thor of the Diſcourſe, &c. ever have made 
his Objection againſt this Prophecy of J. 
ſaiab, if modern Proteſtant Commentators, 
by their Apoſtacy from the Authority of 
the Fathers, had 'not given im a Handle 
to lay hold Oh d EJ 

Don't you know, Firn If — to both 
Parties how the antient Jam ſay, that all 
and every thing that Iſaiab, and the other 
Prophets have written, is, in a metapho- 
rical Senſe, prophetical of the Divins: Lo. 
gor Or Meſſiab ? And don't you know. 
that all the Fathers, as well as St. Jerome, 
were of the ſame Opinion? And don't 
you know, what you eaſily might know, 
that there are two (Y) Births, as well as 
two Advents of Chriſt, the one after the 
Fleſb, the other after the Spirit; and that, 
whatever is written by the Evangeliti, of 
Chriſt's firſt Birth of the Virgin Mary, is, 
in the Opinion of the Fathers typical of 


* — — N 


(b) Secundum Autoritatem omnium Feripturarum duz 
ſunt Chriſti Nativitates. Auguſt. Serm. Sup. 234. 

(z) Adventus Chriſti unus quidem in humilitate comple- 
tus eſt, alius vero ſperatur in Gloria: & hic primus Ad- 
ventus in Carne, myſtico quodam Sermone in Scripturis 


Santis Unbra ejus appellatur. Origen, in Lib, Joſe caps 8. 
his 


% ro 


his ſecond and ſpiritual Birth of a Virgi# 
Church; neither did the, Evangeliſt; St. 
Matt hero himſelf, apply the faid Prophecy 
of Iſaiab, to the Conception of the Vir- 
gin Mary, and her Son Jeſus's Birth, any 
otherwiſe than as that whole, Story is cy, 
pical of the more glorious..and. ſpiritual 
Birch and Advent of che lieb, and Di- 
vine Lego. i n. 0 flat .d 
St. Arguftin fays, thay the Virgin Mary 

asa () Type of a VitginCburch, of whom 
Jus PE born, And St. Jerome, 
plainly enough upon the (H Flace in 1ſaiab, 
ſignifies, that it refers to the Divine Lo- 
gos's ſecond Birth of the Virginal Soul of a 
Church, uncorrupt with, the. ſpiritual For- 
nication of Idolatry; which Divine Logos 
can of neceſſity be no other than Imma- 
nuel, or God with us. It is not at all dif- 
ficult to conceive, metaphorically ſpeak- 


141 
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| e LEES enn 
( Nonne in Figura Mariæ Typum videmus Sanctæ 
Eccleſiæ Eccleſiæ quam Meretricem invenit & Vir- 

Einem fecit. Maria peperit & Virgo eſt; fic & Ec- 

cletia parit Chriſtum & Virgo eſt. In Serm. 212. 

( Virginem interpretamur Animam, qu nulla Pec- 
cati corrupta eſt Conſcientia, & projert, de ſe Immanuel, 
Nobiſcum Deum, id eft præſentem Dei generare Sermo- 
nem. In Locum. Juxta Tropologiam in Anima Virgigali 
& nulla Sorde maculata, de ſpiritu Santo Dei Sermo con- 
ceptus, velociter de adverſariis Poteſtatibus Spolia detra- 
hit, & ſbi facit univerſa ſeryire, In Jai. cap. 8. 5 
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ing how Weh ste rin t 
as 85 Paul (n) and (n) St. John writ 


the Spirit, or Log 9 of tlie Law; which, 
line Senſe, may be frequently c calld a Man- 


Moſes. The Sign of the Birth of this lan- 
child is to be ſought () (in the Heights 


that time, or before he has well made-a 


128 like 0 Rezin and Pekah, that now. 
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_ gin & Pebab) ſapientiam ſecularem & hæreticum * 


E 


of, ſnould be regnant, and ring forth 
becauſe of its Fee TA Nature, and maſcu- 


child; or che Syn f Man. The Virgin 

Church, who brings forttr this m inyſtical 
Man-child, muſt of neceſſity, according to 
Iſziab, be 4 0) Propheteſs, endow'd with 
the Spirit of Prophecy, or ſhe can't be 
pregnant with the Logos of the Law of 


above, or Depths Flies in the Sublimiry 
or profundity of the Myſteries of God's 
Law. His Food is the delicious Sweetneſs 
and Fatneſs, like Hone and Butter, of the 
ſpiritual Senſe of the criptures. And by 


Diſtin&ion between Evil and Good, or 
Truth and Error, worldly Wiſdom and He- 


= Tatc4,% i * 


n 2 * 


7 


(mm) 2 Cor. xi. 2; 4 

(u Revel. Xit, * |; 

o) Iſa. viii. 3» 

(p) Per Profundum & Excelſum e xa. nile logs 


quidam intelligit. d. Iſai. c. 7. 
4 Duas autem Caudas tor rium fumigantium foi: Re- 


nem intelligit, quorum finis Exuſtio eſt, Ibid. 
reign, 


t&1. 


geil zur ſpiritual Syria and Iſl; will 


: fly b ore füm S. Ho v7 

h After this manner is klie Prophecy of 
„ Llaiab to be e ſpiritunlizd 
- WE throughout. 1 have given you here hüt a 


ſhort Sketch for 4 Taſte, which whether 

any one can reliſh belides my ſelf, I Kno - 
not; but Whoever” is at all — in 
the Writings of the Fathers muſt own it 
the very Image and Reſemblance of Ori- 
gen, St. Hilary, St. Arguftin, änd St. Je. 
one. It is beſide my Buſineſs to ſtay, and 

make here a long Expoſition on 1ſaiab ; 

but this tort Hint at preſent; may ſuffice 
to awiken ſome to a Conſideration of the 
good old N ay of Interpretation, which the 
antient 2 and the Fathers will aſſiſt 
them in, and make eaſy,” eſpecially if 
W obſerve their conflant; univerſal; and n 
| celebrated 999 Rule of the N 


## X24 3 — 2 7 


a 


rann, quam in ede. e . by 
 _ #ilaris 


[66 1 
the: Names of Perſons and Places; which, 
by che by, will give us to underſtand how 
Adam himſelf, according to (s) St. Clement 
of Alexandria, and (c) Tertullian, prophe- 
fied, when he us n to, all i 
Creatures. 9 
I do believe che Virginity of * 'Mo- 
— of our Lord, and will by co ne 
_—_— to write-againſt it: But it is ridi. 
0 ridiculous and abſurd to ima- 
1. ** 22 ſhould give forth a Prophe- 
cy of- the Conception, of a Virgin, which 
is ſub ect to counterfeit, and in its Com- 
pletion liable to unanſwerable Exceptions Wil 
againſt it. Who can prove the 3 of 
Jef. ws to have been a Virgin, any other. 
wile chan upon her own, Word, and the 
ood Opinion her Relations had of her? 
Fefe, to whom ſhe was eſpouſed, was 
ſuſpicious of her Chaſtity ; and, for ought i 
we can demonſtrate to the Contary againſt i 
the — Jeſus — be Panther” * 
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yo! Jari Pr. TRY Se#, 2%. "ls Toverpregations myttt 
ca & ſapientia plena ſunt. St. Auguſt, in P.. 134. Sect 19, 
Pro diverſitate Vit iorum & Interpretatione Nominum di- 
verſas poſſumus incelligere r St. #lieron. in Fre 
Fiel. cap. 3. &c- 
4 3 „) Ada ri TH , 22 rem strom. 
Li 

2 Sende Adam ante Nomina Animalibus enuncis- 
vit, quam de Arbore decerpſt; ante etiam nen 
quam Yoravits” Di Catnit Reſur. e 


= 1 common | 


£99 


i : gommon-! Soldier - 7] Was the moſt 
„ modeſt young Lady of the City to be 
„found pregnant, and ever To ſolemnl pro- 
0 feſs Ignorance of Man, her neareſt elati- 
Jl Would not only disbelieve her, but the 
4 W whole Town would make Sport with it“ 
And were ſome Women now diſpoſed to 
; WM give their Wit a Looſe to Infidelity; they. 

would ſay ſuch Things in Railery upon the 
„Virgin Mary, and upon feminine Arts to 
both up a weak 4 jealous Husband into a 


good Hu: mour, and upon that Maſter- piece 
of 2 pretended Ghoſt and Apparition like 
in Angel, ſaying, Fear not Tofeph, TO 


f l | care not to think of. 1 

"WH But the | Chaſtity and Purity of chat 
; Virgin (n) Church, of which Mary was a 
Type, and her Uncorruptneſs with the 
4 ſpiritual Fornication of Idolatry will be 


intelligits and demonſtrable, or it will be 
impoſſible for her to be pregnant with Di- 
vine Reaſon, and bring forth the Man: 
child of the Logos of the Law and the 
Prophets. The Fathers, as I ſaid before, 

held and believ'd all that was tranſacted at 
Chrill' act Birth. to. be typical and fgu- 


— 
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„e Ad We ( Virginem Recleſam) * Jeſcetidit 
Spiritus, hanc Virtus Altiſſimi obumbravit;z, hanc potens 
Virtute Chriſtus aggreditur. Hzc eſt immaculata Con- 


V 


cubitu, fxcunda Partu, Virgo Caſtitate, Nc. St. Azgaſt. 5 
in Append. Serm, 125: Seb. 5. 
| „ rative 


. 


5 f [ 68.1 : 3 
eond. Accordingly () Terrullien ſignifte Wi 

do ue what that Star will be, that is to be f 
Men of the Eaf, or of Men of oriental Wi 
Wiſdom, ſuch as are Onsiroc 7 


* 


ee 


*. 


or Gentile Poets) of the expected Me. 
ſias, of that Peace, Plenty, and Know- 
() Stenarum Interpretes primi natum Chriſtum an 
nunciant. De Molairis, cc. gf. 
1 15 Putaſne nikil aliud divinius ſeripturarum Sermio ſig- 
nifcat, d tantum hoc quod ad Paſtares venerit Angelus? | 
Audite Paſtores Ecclefiarum, qu Angelus vobis annun- 
clabit, Oe. In Tie, C. 2» Homes 12. 3 Sa ; 4 he 
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ceive their Completion upon the dvent 
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ie Deum 2 as epi eee Divi . 3 
Permixtos Herogs,-@ iſe wide litur es = v 


B I reges hatriis Vincuvihus 
mag nor neruant ee emer 
A * 1 wire , by 2 
Andi it 1s po ben in 1 Hill, of 
Litchfield, and others, to apply. 2575 
dictions of either Poets or 1 | 
Jeſus and his Church, for the, Ie 
when her Fate has been hitherto nothing 
but Perſecutions, Wars, Strife, and Var 


W ance: And it is a wonder that the Author 


of the Grounds, &c. or ſome other Infidel, 


Ras not, before now, with his Satyly bu 
en 


ws 2 5 1 "a" ; 704 . » > *\ * | 
len upon our Divines, for ſuch nonſenſical 
and impertinent Applications of Probe, 
cies, which could have no poſfible relation 
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2. The Second Prophecy of the Ola 
Teſtament, and cited in the New! and tas 
ken Notice of by the Author of the DI 
courſe, is in Match. ii. 15. where the Evan- 

geliſt, ſpeaking of Jeſus's going into Foypt, 
and Return out of it, ſays that was done, 
that it might" be fulflld which was ſpoken 

of the Lord by the" Prophet, ſaying, Out o 
Egypt have I called n] Son. Whie 
„Words, fays tlie Autbor of tbe Dif 
cburſe, &c. are found in Hoſea xi. 1, 
and according to their obvious Seuſe, 
are no Prophecy, Put relate to a paſt 
Action of the calling of the Children 
* of Iſrael out of Egypt, and not to Je. 
« 'fus's coming out of Egypt.“ And he 
very pleaſantly diverts himſelf with Suren- 
fa 17 bifton,' and others, about their 
Application of the faid Prophecy to our 
Jeſus, 11:1 manner, that bluſhing for their 
Ignorance and Impertinence, I care not to 
take Notice of. But my Anſwer, in the 
Name of the Fathers, in ſfiort is, that the 
ſaid Propheey of Hyſea no farther relates | 
to Feſus's being calbd out of Egypt, than 
as Feſuss coming out of Egypt, * 2 | 
280 1 
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Wl Tye* 
W afterwards, . out 
the manner that b 1 Taaelact were taken 

out of litteral Egypt. St. Hilary (y) upon 


8 


wentaries on 
bea Prophecy of the Redemption of New 
Val, the Church in TR Feſus was, 


1 Iſrael's coming out of Eg 


£2197, which is contrary to 


, 5} © 


0 Typ ea Ratio Rrvata 20. 11 Mis. c 1 
Nee Dis it nos Deus & votavit de Teibalaciene & Te 


L 7¹ 
him, with his Church 
ſpiritual Egypt, after 


of the call 


the Place in St. Martbere, is exadiy of this 
Opinion; and 75 St. Jerome, in fis Com- 
oſea, makes the Words to 


out of Egypt, after the Example of the 
Deliverance of old Iſrael. An any one 
who. is, acquainted with y Writings, 
knows I can prove how New Iſrael! was 
deliver'd and call'd out of the . ſpiritual 
Egypt of the Gentile Idolatry of the. Em- 
pire of Rome, after the ſimilitude of Old 
t before, - ie. 1s 
ridiculous to imagine, that the Prop 
of Hoſea had; a, ſole. To to, 92 
terminate in Feſuss being call'd out = 


o the Opinion 
of the © Kaen who all LF them held, 


* 
2 14 29 x7 


nebris Egypti ; vocavit autem per Apoſtolos & Ee 


Ecclefi &. In Hoſe cap. xi. u. Is; 


(a) Siquidem Symbola qurdam erant qu tune EP 


tur, corum quz ſemper Jeſu Virtute perficiuntur.' Origen. is 


Matt. c. 15. Veritati præſentium futurorum, ſpecies ad- 
jecta eſt. Hzc licet in præſens geſtra ſunt, quid ta- 
men in futurum ſignificent, contuendum eſt. Hilar. is 
Matt. cap. 8. Seck, , & 6a, 10.5 Sed. Is 6 th 
Eo f mat 


Ps And beſides, 
ion! 'of TP, 5 
e e e ü g 1 
and return bt: of it, RA 1 165 21 
| 4 by ini; hat it miphr be fil # 
okes by rhe * „ 
| Oui * e | 
lier fappoſſ3/ Protec 775 
ON Fe ron, taken” Notice 
Aus hon 5 Difcoutſe, bay and 1 
to by St. att h. 11. 9 ſtands thus; Tel 
eame and Awelt at Nazareth, 1 $ 
might be e roc h tei e 
Prophets, fiy ing, He hall be calPd a 0 : 
Sarene. Which Citation, five the Aut boy 
of the Diſcourſ rſe, &c. occum not expreſl 9 ; 
Place of the Old Teſtameut, and iber. 
re theOtd eftament cant be fri licerath : 
ſelf with Surenbuſius*'s L.abours; to find 
out this Frophecy. Butz, as a Moderator, 
and in the Name of the Fathers 
fay, that My Mans: er grin Naz 
rene, are to be interpreted by thie 
tive Rule, according to tlie irt 


nificationz and then any ane may e 
14 2 4 2 4 2 with 


TEL 
SG & &-+ 


with (5) Origen and (e) St. Ferome, how 1 
Jeſus 2 will be the W the I 
City Nazareth, that is, the Holy One of 

che Holy City of the Church, which for 

its Sanctity may ſome time or other de. 

ſerve to be call'd Nagareth, as well as Fe- 

ruſalem, for its Peace and Viſion. And he 95 

W muſt be very ignorant of the Prophets, who 

is not aware that they all have prophefied 
ot our Feſus, for his being the Nazarene,  _ 
or Holy One of our Iſrael. Had there been : 
literally extant ſuch a Prophecy of the 
Meſſias in the Old Teſtament, as that be 
ſoould be calPd a Nazarene; of the City 
of Nazareth, then both that, and its Com- 
pletion, would have been ridiculous; in 
as much as every Impoſtor, or falſe Chriſt, 

W that would be pleas'd to go to Nazarerh, 
W might aſſume that Title. ies 


4. The Alt hoi the Diſt courſe, &c. 
obſerves, © That Jeſus ſays of John tlie 
BHaptiſt, this is the Elias (d) that was for 
to come: Wherein he is ſuppoſed to refer 
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() Evangeliſta Patriam (Nazareth) nominat ob ali- 
1 quod myſtice per Locum Patriæ ſignificetur. I 

, cat. The. oO Tn 
le) Nazar kus id eſt Sanctus Domini. In Beckie), cap. 7: 


(4) Matth. xi. 14. 1 5 
* 1115/08 e 


L443] - 
% to thoſe Words of Malachi, (e) Bebold WR 
ce will ſend you Elijah the Prophet, before Wl 
< rhe coming of the great and terrible Da 
* of the Lord; which, according to their Wi 
& literal Senſe, are a Prophecy that Elias 3 
„ was to come in Perſon, and therefore 
were not litterally, but myſtically ful. 
“ filld by John the Baptiſt. To whoſe 
Obſervation: I ſubſcribe, and only add to 
it, that in the Opinion of the Fathers, 7e. 
ſus called John the Baptiſt Elias, only be. 


cauſe he was the (F) Type of Elias, who, 
as Zeſus himſelf ſays, before his ſpiritual 
Advent, will come and-reſtore all Things, 
Neither is there any neceſſity, in the Opt- 
nion of even (g) Fews, as well as Fathers, 
that the ſame identical and individual Per- 
fon of old Elias ſhould come for this Pur - 
poſe. If ſomebody elſe prove but a Tisbite, iſ 

that is, a Converter of the eis, a Turner 
of the Hearts of the Children to the Fa- 
thers, a Reſtorer of all Things, and a Ful- WW 
filler of all Things, in a myſtical Senſe, MW 
that are written of old Elias, I conceive WM 
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wy e) Malachi iv. 5. V 
1 : ) Johannes dicitur Elias quia in eo Chriftus prefi- 
141 gurare voluit futurum Adventum ſuum, & hoc dicere, 
quia in Spiritu Eliz erat Johannes, & quod erat Johannes 
ad primum hoc erit Elias ad ſecundum Adventum. Au- 
guſt. in Joban. Evang. c. 2. VVV 
(2) Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 76. | * 

| e 
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he may be rightly dignified with the Name 
and Title of the Evangelical Eliat. Mr. 
Whiſton, in his literal Accompliſhments of 
Scripture Prophecy, (h) doubts whether 
theſe Words of our Saviour, Elias ſbull 
come firſt and reſtore all Things, be Pro- 
phetical or not; and, very unlike to a Ne- 
viver of Primitive Chriſtianity, refers his 
Doubts, and his Readers, forſooth, to Mr. 
Mede. If Mr. Whifton has eſpousd the 
Opinion, that the Words were prophetical 
of another Elias to come, than was 7ohn 
the Baptiſt, and had referr'd his Readers 
to all the Fathers, for full and ample Sa- 
tisfaction in the Caſe, he then in ſome 
meaſure would have deferv'd to be ho- 
nour'd and dignified with the Title of a 
KReviver of Primitive Chriſtianitix. 
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5. The Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
ſiys, © Jeſus cites this Prophecy of I aiab, 
y hearing ye ſhall bear, and ſhall not 
« underſtand; as if he affured us, it was 
“ fulfilFd in his Time, in thoſe to whom 
ee he ſpoke in Parables; though it is ma- 
e nifeſt, that according to the literal 
* Senſe, it relates to the obſtinate eros, 
who lived in the Time of Iſaiab. The 
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only to the 7e, in the Days of Iſaiah, 


them in open'd Parables, 
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Author of the Diſcourſe, &c, ſhoots this 
directly at the Reputation of the Holy 
Jeſus, for aſſuming to himſelf a Prophecy, 
and its Completion upon the Fes, under 
his Parabolical Miniſtry ; when it related 


But notwithſtanding this his Opinion, it is 
impoſſible for him to conjecture, wherein 
the wilful Deafneſs of thoſe ' Jes cons 
ſiſted, or what the Doctrine of Iſaiab was, 
which they ſo ſhut their Ears and their 
Eyes againſt. The Author * the Dif 
courſe may be pleas d to take Notice, that 
it was the Opinion of all the antient Fews 
and Fathers, as is above obſerv'd, that 
Iſaiah, and the other Prophets wrote all 
in Parables, which, in a metaphorical 
Senſe, would receive their Completion in 
the Days of the Mefrab; and if this Pro- 
phecy before us was not compleatly ful- 
fil'd upon the Jets, in the time of that 
typical State of Chriſt's firſt Advent in the | 
Fleſh; it will be, in the Opinion of the 
Fathers, moſt ſubſtantially fulfill'd, under 
his ſpiritual Advent, when Eccleſiaſtical 
e of the Letter will be wilfully 
Deaf and Blind to the Myſteries of the 
Ring dom of Heaven, which will be taught 
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And thus have I ſpoke to all thoſe Pro- 
W phecies of the Old Teſtament, cited an the 
Evangeliſts, with which the Author of the 
a Diſcourſe, &, with his pleaſant Obſerya- 
tions on modern Cummentators, thinks he 
has ſmitten the Neſſahſbip of our Feſur, 
and wounded. the Truth of Chriſtianity. 
Whether I have ſaid any Thing to the Pur- 
poſe, or more to the Satisfaction of the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. than other 
Commentators, let him judge. Whether 
theſe my Expoſitions and Account for the 
Difficulties of the ſaid Prophecies, which 
have puzzled the Learned of theſe Ages, 
will pleaſe the Clergy, I am unconcern'd; 
I write entirely upon the Authority of the 
Fathers, whoſe Opinions +I; efpouſe, and 
am able to defend and illuſtrate. And 
from the foreſaid Prophecies thus account- 
ed for, 1 again conclude ſeriouſly; not jo. 
coſeh, with the (i) Aut bor f the Dif- 
W courſe, that Chriſtianity is the allegoritcal 
Senſe of the Old Teſtament, and that Gen- 
W tiles as well as Jews, muſt be convinc'd by 

| Allegory, and becom Allegoriſts; for the 
Religion it ſelf, to which they are to be 
converted, is Chriſtianity, as allegorically 


taught in the Old Teſtament. / 
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phecy of the Old Teſtament. And ac- 


who, if any Man, could have defende 


another way. But now that the Clergy, 
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Now 1 come to exhort the Author of 
the Diſcourſe, &c. and his Opponents, ll 
with Warmth; Zeal,” and Vigor, to pro- 
ſecute the Controverſy between them; 
which of neceſſity muſt end in the Over: 
throw of the Truth of Chriſtianity, or in 
its ſure, only ſurè Foundation of the Pro- 


cordingly I do thus addreſs my ſelf in the 
manner following, to both Parties ſepa- 


Firſt to the Clergy. I wonder, Syn 
that upon the Riſe of this Controverſy, 
none of you apply'd to me for i 


Chriſtianity upon your Adverſary's Prin- 
ciples, and have beaten him with his own 
Weapons. It was but by Chance that 1 
read Ihe Diſcourſe of the Ground, many 
Months after its Publication; and how i 
well I was pleas'd with it, I need not ſay, 
more than that it is the greateſt Curioſity 
in Print, Jever met with. If I had hap- 
pen'd to, read it, upon its firſt coming 
forth, I ſhould have given an Anſwer to it 


without asking my Advice, have run of 
their own Heads againſt this potent Adver- 
fary, I will act the Part of an equal Judge 
and Moderator between you: And if 1 
| | applaud 


CP ws 1 888 a 


applaud not any of your Writings againſt 
W the ſaid Author, nor any of the Apologeti- | 
cal Diſcourſes which this Age has pro- 
duced; yet I will take care that the Truth 
of Jeſus's Maſſiahſbip, thall not ſuffer by 
the Objections of your Adverſary. This 
I will do for the Love of Truth, and the 
Honour of the Holy Feſus, more than for 
any Reſpect I bear to ſuch Contenders for 
W Chriſtianity, as are the Clergy at this 
Day. e 30 Goes 
Let me tell you, Sirs, again and again, 
that the Truth of Chriſtianity is only to 
be defended upon the Affirmative of the 
W Queſtion above, which if it be impoſſible 
to maintain, we muſt of Conſequence give 
up our Religion to Fews and Infidels. But 
Jas I doubt not the Poſſibility of the De- 
fence of the Afirmatiuve of the Queſtion, 
ſo I would perſuade and exhort you to 
= /:2rcb the Scriptures, for the alone ſure 
and indiſputable prophetical Teſtimony of 
ee Mind,, 
Good Sire, be perſuaded to take the 
Matter into Conſideration again, and let's 
know what you can mean by Feſus's be- 
ing the Meſſiah. Is it any thing elſe than 
that he is the Logos, the Spirit, the Life, 
and the Fulfiller of the Law and the Pro- 
phets? And how can he fulfil them, or be 
the Spirit of them, if they don't propheſy 
1 "TIA 
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ty to ſuppoſe) bit typically, allegorically, 


fore muſt we, Sirs, betake our ſelves again 2 
to the allegorical 266 metaphorical way of 


to be the Ty op and Fulfiller of the Ola 


him? At 7 prop neſy/ of 
him & Not erally fo thatsan Ablücdl 


and inefbvtiotically in the Opinion of 
both Fews and Fathers, - In the Opinion, 
I fay, of the Jews, as well as Fathers; for i 
though there are and have been of Old, A. 5 
Anti-allegorical Sect among the 
call'd Caraites, yet, as the Author 0 "op 
Diſcourſe, &. rightly aſſerts, the Mi 
(k) ExpeQation of a Mefiah, was founded 
on the allegorical Method, without which 
they have no Reaſon; nor Authority, to 
eſtabliſh their Belief of a Meſſiah to come: 
Neither can Chriſtians, of Conſequence 
prove our Jeſur to be the Meſſia h, with- Wl 
out a Recourſe to the ſaid Method. There: 1 


Interpretation of the Old Teſtament, and 
look upon the Types in it, and ſearch for ; 
Antitypes in the New, and adapt one to thei 
other, like a Pair of Covenants and Inden- 
tures, as the only Courſe'we can take, to 

prove our Jeſus under the New Teſtament 


. 


All other Methods and Arguments to! 
. Chriffs ee and Me fiahſpin, 1 
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of Wire but Ramble and Impertinence. But 
di. , the Veil of the Letter of the Law 
ly, WW:nd the Prophets being done away, will 
of We ive us a Sight of the Glory of God, 
n, ce to face, through the Revelation of 
or Wh: Goſpel, to the Demonſtration of 
an he 1 of our Feſuc. And ſach 
5 Vifion of God and his Providence itt 


he Harmony of the Goſpel with the Law, 
Wpiritually interpreted, or in the Conſo- 


ed Nancy of the Chriſtian to the Iſraelis 
ch Church in a Figure, moſt of neceſlity 
to top the Mouths of all Gain-fayers. And 
e: WT am of Opinion, that fach a Work will 
e done to Perfection, not in a whimficakt 


Ind imaginary Faſhion, as ſome are uſed 
Wo ſpeak of allegorical Interpretations, but 
n a ſolid and ſubſtantial one, in which the 


1 5 (cleareſt Toorhings and Indentings between 
d che two Teſtaments will be ſo viſible, up- - 


on the Teſtimony of Hiſtory and Autho- 
Writy, that of conſequence it muſt end in 


c | r 
„the Conviction and Converſion of both 
Peu and Infidels. „ 
„It is lamented by Dr. Stanhope, and Dr. 


Jenkins (as I find it in the Diſcourſe of 
the Grounds) that (7) the allegorical, or, 


p] 
sI should call it, the prophetical Way of 
| 00 Page 52. 8 


$4208 
interpreting the Scriptures, which was in 
Uſe with the antient ee, Apoſtles, and 
Fathers of the Church, is now loſt. And iii 
muſt be confeſs'd, that the Key of Know Wl 
ledge, which, according to (m) Origen, ly 
in myſtical and allegorical Interpretations i 
has, by literal Commentators of theſe lai 
Ages, been ſo taken away, and unhappi- 
ly laid afide, that they 5 — not wher 
to find it: But I, by Converſation with 
the Antients, have retrieved that Key, and 
will communicate the Uſe of it to youll 
Sirs ;, not doubting but it will open a Door 
of Prophecy, into the Church of Chrill 
that's built upon the Law and the Pro- 
phets, for the Entrance of Fews and In-. 
dels, to behold the Glory of God in it. 
Mr. Vhiſton is indeed ſo averſe to alle. 
gorical Interpretations of the Scriptures, 3 
I underſtand from the (n) Author of the 
Diſcourſe, &c. that it is his Opinion, they 
are the moſt pernicious and ill. grounded 
Things that ever were admitted among 
Chriitians, and tend to expoſe our Religion 


h_ 4 
— 


* 1 


(n) Qui criminantur Expoſitionem allegoricam & do- 
cere volunt manifeſtam- eſſe ſcripturam, & nihil habere 
amplius, quam Textus oftendit, neque diviniorem ali 
quem ſenſum, tulerunt Clavem Scientiæ, & omnem Le- 
gis Viam ad Intelligenda legitima auferunt. In Mat. 
Dead. 239. | dcs 
( Page 98. 
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Woe he is of this Opinion by himſelf, be- 
uſe he has many Admirers that take any | 
hing upon Truft from him. But I can 
ll him, that the Fathers, and the antient 
eres, were of a contrary Mind: For not 

5 nly (u) Origen tells us, that literal Com- 
Wcntaries on the Scriptures, would run the 
Whurch into Infidelity ; but the Jes ( 
Wy, that even Atheiſts themſelves would be 
Wonverted by Cabaliſtical Divinity, or alle- 
Worical Interpretations, becauſe that there- 

Wn [ly the way to the () Knowledge of * 
WW: P:rfetions of God and his Providence. ; 
o whoſe Opinion I ſubſcribe, believing . 
Whit God in his Providence will be no o- 

Whcrwiſe ſeen, than by open Viſions on the 

aw and the Prophets, ſpiritually and my- 

ically interpreted. But for a farther An- 

ver to Mr. Whifon, it is certain that the 

athere, who were all Allegorifts, con 
Nerted the Gentiles of all Denominations, 
Wo Chriſtianity ; and it is no leſs certain, 
hat the primitive Chriſtians, allegorizing 
Ind tropologizing the Law, ſaw God Face 


JT ALE through the Glaſs of Lnigmase 
e 2 1 8 
i 8 f 2 


: — - — 


| (n) Litteram Legis ſequentes in Infidelitatem & vanas 
uperititiones incurrunt. In Matt. Trat. 26. 
(0) Baſnage's Hiftory of the Jews, p. 192. 


(p) Ibid. p. 184. | | Fo 4 


Wn. 2 = 
And though Mr. V. be ſo far apoſtatiz\ 
from promitive Chriſtianity, as to think li. 
teral Expoſitions would rather convert I-Wl 
fidels ;, yet Infidelity, according to Origeysil 
Prediction above, never more aboundell 
than in this our Age, in which literal 
Commentaries are almoſt altogether pub 
liſh'd. And I don't doubt but the Auth 
of the Di ſcaui ſe, &c. will take care, thai 
neither Mr. V biſton's literal AccompliſMlt 
ments of Scripture Praphecies, nor his nevi 
devis'd Canon of Scripture, for the Recon 
ciliation of the Old and New Teſtament 
ſhall make any Converts among his unbel 
lieving Friends and Infidelss. 
Mr. Whifton alſo is of Opinion, as I 
learn from the Author of the Diſcourſe, & 
that the (q) allegorical Scheme, as he call 
it, of the Interpretation of Scripture, ob 
ſtructs the Convertion of the Jes, and 
hardens them in Infidelity, If Mr. V. da 
not ſtand by himſelf in this Opinion; yet 
not only the generality of Writers, as M. 
Baſnage (r) ſays, are of a contrary one 
n, that the cabaliſtical and my. 
ſtical Divinity is too much neglected, or th: 
fers would be better and ſooner confi 
verted; but eſpecially the primitive F 
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(r) Hiſtory of the Jews, p. 184. 
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1 85 J 
chers, who. by: their allegorical Interpre- 
tations, brought Thouſands. upon Thou: 
ſands of them to the Faith in Chriſt: Nei- 


1 3 ther can any other Reaſon be aſlign'd, why 


the Zews perſiſt in Unbelief, ſo obſtinate- 
ly at this Day, than the Church's Apoſta- 
cy from the Spirit of the Law and; the 

Prophets. Since the allegorical Interpre- 
tations have. been ſo much out of Uſe, we 
rarely hear of the Converſion of a Feu, 
whole Sincerity is not ſuſpected; and were 


any of the Apoſtles and Fathers of the 


Church now alive, they would fay now 
what they did of Old, that the Infidelity 


of the Fews proceeded from the Veil of 


the Letter of the Law, that was upon their 
and our Hearts, in the reading of the Old 


Leſtament. And though the Fewiſb Wri- 


ters, of late Ages, againſt e 


d,, as the () Author of the Diſcourſe ob- 


ſerves, object againſt us our. allegorical In- 
terpretations of the Old Teſtament ; yet 


| what is the Reaſon of that? Becauſe that 
being prejudiced and poſſeſsd with an 


Averſion  to.. Chriſtianity, and knowing 
that our Allegoriſts of old converted Mul- 
titudes of them to the Faith, therefore 
they expoſe and ridicule allegorical Expo- 


3 _ 


7 


— * 


00 ei, 82, 83. 1 
„„ ſitions, 


— —— — = — 
= —- — — — — 
* EI INES hn rem — IS =UM —— — = 
Ca Ba Er EE. NIE 8 — Nr ann - ma = 4 _— K = 
— > — — — —e— — 


— — — 


-_ - — 
8 . 9 
— — — — 2 
2 4 = & _ bs " 
8 rr 
ä OE 


—_ " — 
— . 
3 — 


24 
1 
13s 
55 
7 75 
1 . 
{2 
«23277 
1 
WISE. 
þ 5 
TH 
1 4 
Wy 4 
L 
7 90 ip 
[ 
- r! * 
vary” 
USE 
1 
„J. 
11 
„ 
1 
Aly 
5 © 
5 j 
Ai 
Wl. 
28 © 
5 
7 nne 
15 
kb. T5 
ny i! 
1 * 
Ni F 
m7? l 3 
++ [? 
4'2 
Pit 71 4 
Wl! fy 1. F 
20 n . 1 
117 
1 
Ar 
. 
4 
3 F387) 
1 
1 


—— js 
— 


— 1 2 > "IC" 
— nes — 
hy — 1 5 wu 
WO —- DO — 3 OTA nt —— EIS 
wy ro — — ——ñ— . — 
ou — — — — 
— — ” 65 — n — - 
2 — — 
* . ad * a *__ 
- N * 
- 


— — — 2 
— 
— - — eo — —— — — - 
2 8 — - Wo — * 5 = , = , 1 5 5 
PE I 2 — eas x 2 * 7 2 5 
— AE 8 m—_ IE * A yy _— 8 
$24 — > — — 7 — o — — . — - — = 
- — - — 4 wy - — — 
— — — 3 ——_—__ oy — 
2 g — 


A — — — 
r — —, 4 — 
4 , —— ho. — — — * 
— 3332 — — TRIES : n 
os — — 88 Be " 
f gh — — — * > 
* - hy 85 K 


— 


— 


£893 - 


fitions, chez they implicitly thereby ge! 


part from that Doctrine of their Anceſtors, 
on which, and which alone, © founded the 5 
Expectation of a Meſſiah. Becauſe then 
the Fews at this Day are Enemies to Alle! 


gories, therefore Mr. Whifton thinks we 
mould give up the allegorical Scheme . 


Interpretation, as the (7) grand Stumblin 
block in the way of the Converſion of 
Jews to COON Is not this poor Res 
ſoning in Mr. W. 2 Juſt like his Reaſon for 
the Excluſion of the Bock of Canticles out 
of the Bible, becauſe ſome of his impious 
() Acquaintance ſcoff'd at it, as a looſe'and 
obſcene Piece, in a way he could not an- 
fwer. But however, when I hear that 
Mr. V pi ſtun's literal Expoſitions, and Ac: 
compliſhments of Scripture Prophecy, make 
hy Re Me IT will by of his 


Mind. In the mean Time, Ido and muſt 


believe, that the Nluſtration and Applica- 1 
tion of rhe Types under the Law to our 


 Feſus, and the proving him 2 Prophet like 


Moſes, by a myſtical Interpretation of Ex- 
odus, to be 2 moſt cogent and irreſiſtible 


Argument of his Meſſiahſbip to the Zews, 
which muſt capfivate them upon the Prin: 
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— 
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( Diſcourſe on the Grounds, p. $3. 
G) Supplement tc bi Eſſay. 
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ciples of their Anceſtors; who, I Gay it 


- again, founded their Expectation of a Meſ- 


ſiah, on the allegorical Interpretation of 
the Law, and admitted of the Maxim of 
St. Paul, that all Things happen'd to their. 


4 


Fathers in Types and Figures. ... © 
St. Auguitin, who is of as good Autho- 
rity as Mr. V. ſays, that the (0) Law is ſpi- 


W ritually to be expounded for the Conver- 


ſion of the Fews, who thereupon will diſ- 


cern our Feſus to be the Chriſt, or Meſſiah 


of it. And moreover, it was his Opini- 
on that Elias, who was to be the Conver- 
ter of the Zews, in the latter Times of the 


W Apoſtacy, would do it by a (x) ſpiritual or 


allegorical Interpretation of the Scriptures. 
And indeed both Fews and Fathers are of 


Opinion, that Elias can't do his Work of 
eſtoration, without an allegorical Inter. 


pretation of the Law and the Prophets: 


| And how ſhould he? For the Reſtoration 


of all Things conſiſting in an accurate 
adapting of the Hiſtory of the Chriſtian 


Church, to the Fewiſh Ozconomy ; how 


n * 2 % py 1 


* 


(*) Diſcant Judzi ſpiritaliter Legem intelligere, at- 
que in ea invenient Chriſtam. De Civit. Dei. Lib. XX. 
A 28. 5 | | . 

(x) Cum ergo venerit exponendo Legem fpiritualiter, 
quam Judzi carualiter ſapiunt, convertet Cor Patrum ad 
tlt0s, Ce. Ibid. c. 29. | | 22 8 

TERS: ſhould 


ſhould Elias do'this, unleſs he allegoricals 
ly interpret the Law? How can he, like a 
wiſe Steward, bring forth out of the Trea- 
fure of the Scriprure, Things both New i 
and Old; that is, the new Things of the 
Goſpel harmonioufly agreeing to the old 
Things of the Law, unleſs he myſtically . 
interpret the Law to that End. 
Was Elias to come in theſe our Days, to 
reſtore all Things, allegorically to interpret 
the Scriptures, and to hold an Argument 
with Mr. V. on this Head; it would give 
me much pleafure, to hear how Mr. V. 
would oppoſe St. Paul, the Fathers, and 
Elias himfelf, upon the ſpiritual and alle- i 
gorical Scheme of Interpretation of Ora 
cles. If Elias ſhould happen to be ſlow of 
Speech, and Mr. V. taFkative, I dont 

doubt but the Clergy, the Auditors of ſuck 
a Conference, concluding, that in the 
greateſt multiplicity of Words there was 
moſt Reaſon (or they would not admire 
fome voluminous Writers) would deeree i 
him Conqueror. | "WM 
The Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. very 
learnedly and pleaſantly diverts himſelf, 
and his Readers, with Mr. Vs. Ab ſurdities, 
Contradictions, and Paradoxes; and 1 
own, I took much Satisfaction upon this 
Account, in the reading of him. I have as 
great an Eſteem for Mr. Whiffon, as - 
; * 


( 


Man need to have; and though I am no = 
lathematician my ſelf, yet upon common. n= 
ame, I believe him an excellent one; but 
or his Divinity I never had any Reſpect. 

is. Supplement to his Eſſay, where he is for 
xcluding the Canticles as an obſcene Book, 
ut of the Canon of Scripture, has in- 
reas'd my Diſguſt to his Theology to the 
aſt Degree; becauſe that Book is a moſt 
elebrated one with Antiquity, both with 
and Fathers, for its myſtical Repre- 
Wentition of the Love between Chriſt and 
is church: Neither had any one Book of 
he whole Bible, more Interpreters among 

Ihe Fathers, who ſeem to be in a Rapture, 


7 dy 5 1 2 0 L 5 a - 
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Ws they treat on it; and among whom 
here was an holy Emulation, who ſhould 
} 


Wiſe higheſt to the Sublimity of its Myſte- 
ies. Any one that has read Origen's Re- 
ains on the Canticles, can't p:ſhbly, 'one 

ould think, entertain Mr. Vhiſton's Opi- 

ion. And 1 could never have belie vd, 

hat a ſcriouſly pretended Reviver of pri- 

Vritive Chriſtianity, would have rejected 

lat Sacred Book, without any antient Au- 

Fhority (excepting ſuch as Theodoret (0 
peaks of, who were like Mr. Whifon's 

rofane Friends, that gave him the Hint 
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00 in Proæm. ad Cant. Solom, 3 . 
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to rail againſt it) or without any other 


Reaſon than becauſe to himſelf, being un. 


able to reach to the myſtical Senſe of it 


it ſeem'd to be a looſe and obſcene Piece 
This, I fay, increas'd my Diſguſt at M 


M hiſton's Writings; but when I beheld his 
Opinion above, againſt the allegorical In 
ter pretations of the Scriptures, becauſ 


they tend to harden eus and Infidels inf 
Unbelief; and his Notion about the Cori 
ruption of our Bible, and his way to heli 
us to another, my Stomach was turn'd a 


gainſt hem - 11516 
_ Mr. Whifton: would be thought a zealout 


Contender for the Doctrines of the primi 
tive Church, and has publiſt*d Four 77 
lumes in Odtauo, call'd Primitive Chriſtiani 
ty Ræviv'd. The other Day, and not bei 
fore, I togk thoſe Volumes into my Hands 
And what would any rational Man, befor 
his Peruſal of them, conclude they con 
ſiſted of? Nothing leſs, certainly, than a 
many old Principles of the Fathers revivig 
and illuſtrated; or of the old Argument 
for the Truth of Chriſtianity, againſt Jau 


and Gentiles, which he had given nev 
Life and Force to. But inſtead of this 
they conſiſt of a Story of his Baniſhment 
from Cambridge; of his Controverſy with 
the Convocation ; of an Epiſtolary Corre 
ſpondence with ſome Friends; of à new 
ih wits Edition 


SIEM ARES OY EN VTV 8 SOFAS: TTV WA 
leg 8 1 . n 2 Int I 8 5 . en e eee 


b h n 


VR 


3 [96] 2 
Edition of Ignatius's Epiſtles, and the A- 
poſtolical Conſtitutions, with his Diſſerta- 
tions on them; and of an Edition of the 
Second Book of Eſdras; all which (ex- 

W ccpting his Account of the Primitive 
Faith, in which he is miſtaken) have no 
more Relation to the Title of his Books, 
chan moſt of the Sermons that are now 
WW: Days preach'd, are a-kin-to the Texts 
W they are pretended to treat on. 1 7 [1 
= Had I been born with, and educated 
W with an Averſion to the Clergy of this Age, 
WH whom | have loved to a Fault, and ſhould 
be overjoy'd to ſee them expoſed to the 
hat Degree, for Ignorance and Imperti- 
nence; I could not wiſh any one to do it 
more effectually than Mr. WV. will, if he 
goes on, As he has a great many Admi- 


o rers among the Clergy, who implicitly fol- 
lo him as Shezp do a Bell wether, ſo his 
Schemes about the Corruptneſs of the He- 
1 . hre te Bible, and his Deſign (as the Author | | 
"_ of the "Diſcourſe, &c. repreſents it, for I 
ai never read his Eſſay) to-publiſh.a new one 
"Wo (which his Friends will take upon Truſt, 
x and others, being ignorant of the Reaſon 


of the preſent Difference between the He- 
brew and Greek Text, will be unable to 
confute) mult of neceſſity expoſe the 
whole Clerical Body to the Contempt of 
the Age enſuing. But nothing will more 
N M1 
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of Fews and Infidels; which Opinion, 


pears from (S) Athanaſius. (a) Hilary, and 


IJ, being a Man of Curioſity, could not 
Truth of this Opinion: Accordingly, up- 
loniſb Whore, who was the Daughter of 


5 Ageiauns elpeoy Ng MrñHRNl er aozy N Tov Avny Es 
red eu. In Apol. cont, Arian, Se. go. 


„ 
ſubſtantially do this, than hig Opinion tliat 
the allegorical Interpretations of the'Serip- 
tures, expoſes our Religion to the Inſult: W 


however groſs and abſurd in it ſelf, the 
Clergy will not dare to gainſay, becauſe 
of the fatal Conſequence of it to their Re. 
putation and Intereſtss. 

I have a Story to tell Mr. Vhifton, and 
I know not where more pertinently to 
bring it in, than in this Place; and that is 
that it was the univerſal Opinion, as ap- 


() Proſper Aquitanicus, of the Homoouſian 
Fathers, of the Fourth and Fifth Cenrwrzes, 
that Arianiſm made way for, and prepared 
the Church for the coming of Antichriſt, 


forbear ſearching into Hiſtory for the 


on ſtrict Enquiry, I do find that the great 
Antichriſt was born in the Fifth Centum, 
and was begotten by Armillus on a Baby: 


—_ 


(a) Nam ipli (Axiani) nunc Chriſtum novum, per 


quem Anti- Chriſtus ſubreperet, intulerunt, In Tib. cont. 


Auxentium. 1 5 W 
(5) Arianos ſignat Propheta, Præcurſores Anti. Chriſti, 
In Dimid. Temp. cap. 10. D O27 Ch. 
| | Arius: 


Affirmative of the Queſtion in Diſpute, but 


Ts. -- 
Arrius: Whether the was his legitimate or 
S ſpurious Of-ſpring, I ſtay'd not to en- 


quire; but for the Truth of this Story, 1 
am able to account, when call'd upon to 
it. And it is plain that Antichriſt, the ge- 
nuine Deſcendant of Arius, is not grown 
up to a huge Monſter of Nonſenſe, Inco- 
herence, Impertinence; or his Grand- 
children of this Generation would not ad- 
vance ſuch a bulky Abſurdity and Contra- 


diction to all Senſe, Reaſon, and Autho- 


rity, as is this, that the allegorical Inter- 
pretation of the Law and the Prophets, ob. 
ſtructs the Converſion of both Jews and 
Inſicdels. 3 181 mts” "TEIN 3 
But ſo much at preſent for Mr, Whifoz; 
I] return then to my Exhortation of you, 


Sir, again to ſearcy the Scriptures, by an 


allegorical Interpretation of them, for a 


; Teſtimony of the Meſſiahſbip of our Feſus. 


And I would not ſo often and molt ſeri- 
ouſly urge and preſs you to this, if I my 
lelf was not of Ability to demonſtrate the 


Truth of Chriftianity accordingly, and ful- 


ly perſuaded and convine'd in my Conſci- 
ence, that there is no other way to prove 


our Feſus to be the Chriſt: and Meſſiab. 


It is not, Sirs, to ſtrengthen and confirm 


your Adverſary in his Objection againſt 
our Religion, that J am for holding the 


o 


1 
to/excite you to a Defence of Chriſtianity, 
according to it; whereby you will humour 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. in his 
Objection, and convince him upon his 
own Principles. If I am partial, I ſay it 
again, it is on your Side, being more Zea: 
lous for the Truth of our Religion, and 
better able to defend it, than any of you 
all. And if you pleaſe to allow of your 
Adverſary*s' prime Poſition, that Chriſtia. 
nity is founded on the Old Teſtament, or 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt is only to be 
proved from the Predictions of the Law 
and the Prophets, and will proceed in 
our Vindications of our Religion accord- 
ing to it, you ſhall find me your real 
Friend and Abettor, who will aſſiſt and di- 
rect you to this Purpoſe. © For I will not 
ſtand by, as an unconcern'd and diſinte- 
reſted Moderator, and ſee Chriſtianity ſuf- 
fer by the Impotency of your Defence, 
or by the Power of the Objection of your 
Adverſary; whole moſt ingenious and 
learn'd Performance, I hope, will have no 
worſe Effect upon the Church, than to 3. 
waken her Prieſts to a Vindication of her 
Religion from Prophecy, as the alone moſt 
ſure and ſalid Foundation, ſhe is built 
. ag . 1 
It is the Opinion of Mr. Newcome, one 
of the Writers againſt the Author of rhe 
| _ Diſcourſe, 


fr RP. Th. N 


r e . . wan S 
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» 
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Diſcourſe, &c. that (c) the Study of the Pros 
phecies bas perhaps been too much neglected, 


ſo that this zealous Oppoſition may provis. 


dentially be f great Service to the Chriſti- 
an Church, and promote a mare accurate 
Underftanding of tbe Prophetick Writings; 
of whoſe Opinion Iam exactly, and hope 
that this Book of the Adverſary, which 
Mr. Newcome' unwarily calls Pernicious, 
may in the End be of good Conſequence, 
ſo as to diſpoſe, if not force ſome to prove 


the Truth of our Religion from Prophecy; 
which, if clearly made out, the Author of 


the Diſcourſe will allow to be a moſt ſure, 
proper, and indiſputable Evidence and 


Proof of it. And who is the Man that 


would not think himſelf happy, and ex- 
alted to Honour, that ſhould do this; that 
is, prove the Meſſiahſbip of Jeſus, from 
the exact Harmony of the Goſpel to the 
Law of ' Moſes, ſo as for ever to put to Si- 
lence, and ſtop the Mouths of Fews and 
Infdels againſt him. To this Purpoſe the 
{aid Mr. Newcomefſaysagain,(d) that it muſt 
be very acceptable to God, and honourable 
to our ſelves, to underſtand the prophetick 
Language; or rather, as he ſhould have 


S 


— 


(c) See his Sermon of the more ſure Word of Prophe- 
CY, p. 39. | | : | 
(4) Ibid, p. 39. 


— 
- 


ſaid, 


„„ 


the prophetic Stile, as St. Clement of Alex, 


committed, and is but a ſmall Blunder,. in 


VPice- Chancellor, and the Heads of the Unis 


with the Sound of the Words, Types, Fi : 


of that Sermon, to teſtify to the World 


turns them his hearty. Thanks for that e 


[96 ] 
faid, the prophetick Stile; for the prop bel 1 
tick Languages are the Hebreu and: the 
Greet, which many underſtand: well; but 


andria ſa ys, is parabolical, which no body 
underſtands beſides Mr. Newcome, or my 
ſelf. But excuſing this Miſtake, which is 
the ſame that (2) Mr. Vhiſton has often 


compariſon of the huge Bulle, greater 
Doctors of Divinity have made, I think his 
Sermon, for theſe two foreſaid Expreſſions, 
worthy. of the Light: Neither do 1 ſee 
any other Reaſon why Dr. Snape, the then 


verſity of Cambridge, deſired him to print 
it, excepting this one, that being charmed 


gures, Symbols, Allegorie, and Hierogly 
phicks, which often occur in it, they 5 
hold of this Opportunity by a Publication 


their App robation of, jo” Efteem for the 3 
Symbolical Philoſophy and Theology of 


the greateſt Hyiſt, Myſtiſt, Hieroglyphiſt, 


and Oneirocrite in the Univerſe, who re- 


ae ie — himſelf, and ä of Cor 


00 See the Diſcourſe of the 1 p. 248, Ce. 5 01 
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his Defamers; No other Conſideration, I 
dare ſay, moved Dr. Snape to encourage 
an otherwiſe empty Invective againſt the 
ſuppoſed Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
vho for his great Learning, and other ex- 
W ccllent Endowments; is a. greater Honour 
to King's College, than any Doctor of Divi- 
nity that ever was Member of it. If I am 
W miſtaken in theſe Conjectures, I expect to 
We rightly inform d, and then I will re- 
tract publickly, and make ſuch Obſerva- 
tions on that Sermon, as ſhew,, Men of 
learned and wakeing Ears, could not ap- 

prove of it. | 1 ; 


But to return again to the Buſineſs in 
Hand, which is to exhort you, Sire, to a 
roof of Chriſtianity from Prophecy, or 
Wot the Ale of Fefus, from his Com- 
bletion of the Types and Predictions of 
im in the Law and the Prophets. I can't 
Woo often ſay it, that the Logos, or Spirit 
f the Law of Moſes, and the Prophets, 
Ws the Rock, on which' alone the Church 
an be built; and the: truſting to, or de- 
ilſing of any other Arguments for the 
Truth of our Religion, is but building on 
Sandy Foundation. It is the common 
omplaint of the Clergy, that Infidelity. 
Pains Ground, and J verily believe it: But 
hat is the Cauſe of it? If the Clergy 
ould lay their Hands upon their Hearts, 
os „„ 
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| they mi ght 80 conſcious, that their owl 

| irn es incoherent, and impertinent De. 

fences af Religion, have occalion'd. many 
ſenfible Gentlenien to call the Truth of i 
into | Queſtion.” With the Multitude off 
'Boylean Lectures, Infidelity increaſes. Andi 
Jam fo far from wondering that ther 


ſhould be Infidels among us, that I much 


more wonder, that, conſidering the Abſur 
dities and Contradictions, the Advocati 
for Religion advance, there is, among Gen 
| Hlemen of Senſe and Reading, ſo much 
as one Befiever-*6f the Truth of it. Well 
may ſee how the Author of the Diſcourſellf 
&c. ſports himſelf with ſuch Ineonfiſten 
cies and Abſurdities of the Writers of ti 
Church, as do infer that Religion is na 
defenſible upon 'any of their Principle 
much leſs upon all of them taken toge 
ther. And were not the Vriterf for CH 
ſtianity, concern'd more in hitereſt that 
in Principle, for the Truth of it, I ſhoullli# 
think them principally, conſidering the In 


ferences that naturally flow from their Je. 


nets, no better than Unbelievers in Diff 
guiſe, who under the Pretence of writing 
for the Chriſtian Religion, like the Aut bol 
of the Diſcourſe, & e. had nothing mon 
in View than the Overthrow of it. Was! 
to go about to collect the many groſs In 


coherencies and Ablurdities that are if 
N oe 1 


0 : / 


liſh'd in Behalf of Chriſtianity, I ſhould 


wal 

De never have done. But to mention ſome. 
of them, with Relation to our preſent 
F(Caſe; what's a greater Contradiction than 
hat Dr. Nicholls (J) aſſerts, that it is che 

n lory of Chriſtianity to be founded on All- 
en rry; and what a Writer againſt the Au- 

ch bor of the Diſcourſe, &c. affirms, in the 

Ur- 0 very Title of his P amphlet, that the Chri- x 


ian Religion is not founded on Allegory 2 
WW hat's more incoherent than the Opinion 
f Dr. Jenkins, Mr. Dallee, and others, 

hat the Old Teſtament is the moſt plain of 
ll antient Writings, and eaſy to be under- 
Vood; and the Opinion of Mr. Dodwell, 
Vr. Hare, and others, that it is hard to be 
Wunderſtood ; being involv'd with the Ob- 
Wcurities of Types, Tropes, and Figures E 
What's a greater Abſurdity than Mr. Whz- 
on's literal myſtical Scheme, or than his 
Enmity to Allegories, together with his 


at 
Reception of Barnabass Epiſtle into the 
Canon; or that his Aſſertion of St. Je- 
e ne's being the firſt allegorical Interpre- 
er, when he is conſcious that all the Fa- 
Athers of the preceding Ages were ſuch too? 


But the Bulwark of Anti-Chriſtianiſm, the 
E ource of Confuſion within the Church, 
1 „ 2 
n. „ e 5 | b 
„ (7) Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 269. 
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and the Aſylum of Infidels without, is ba 


horrible Opinien, of moſt pernicious Con- 


ſequence, which Chriſtian Writers, parti. 


cularly Proteſtants, have firſt advanc'd and 
defended, viz. that the Fewiſh Cabala, of 
myſtical Theology, is of no older a Date 
than after the Captivity. This Opinion 
Father Simon, Monſ. Le Clerc, and Dr 
Spencer, whom I account no better than 
Infidels, eſpouſe, and fmite Chriſtianity to 


the Quick with it. And we ſee the Aut ho i 


of the bier (p) embraces it, and bi 
the Means of it, ave faſt and looſe with 
our Religion, pulling. down: at one time 
what he would ſeem to build up at anoth«M 
with Allegories. ' If we let this Opinion 


paſs uncorrected, we muſt allow the Cl 


rattes and Sadducees of old, to be thi 


more Orchodox Divines among the Few:;l 


and moreover hold with ( Dr. Ligbrfool 


for whom I have more Charity than to ſuf 


ſpect of Infidelity, that the Fewiſh Cabs 
liſtical Converts infected Chriſtianity will 
their deadly and unprofitable Allegories; 
that is, corrupted the er. and Fathen 
of the Church with their myſtical and ty: 
pical Theology, If fo; farewel to Chriſtic 
nity, and of conſequence, to all Religion, 


„ , S- 


— 


fs) Diſcourſe 


be Grounds, p. 81, 90, 118, 
(b) Of the Fa f 16, * | 


Jeruſalem, Sec. 10. 1 


/ 


| RE. 
And though the Biſhop of Litchfield ineon- 
ſiderately (i) ſays, that he is not concern d 
to vindicate the Antiquity aſcrib'd'by Philo, 
to the allegorick way of Writing, "much 
leſs the Abuſe it was carry'd to by after- 
Ages, no, nor to defend at all this man- _ 
ner of Writing ; yet I am ſure he is obliged 

to it, or it is impoſſible to write a good - 
Defence of Chriſlianity. And if he, or 
ſome others of better Abilities, do not do 
it, before I undertake it my felf, I will ex- 
hibit ſuch an Accuſation againſt the Clergy 
of this Age, for Apoſtacy, and even for In- 
Faelity too, if they may be charg*d with 
the Conſequence of their Opinions, as they 
{hall not be able to acquit themſelves of. 
It is then of the firſt Importance, to con- 
tend for the Opinion of the Fathers and 
antient Jeros, that the Cabaliſtical Theolo- 
gy, or allegorical way of Interpretation of 
the Law, was derived from | Moſes ( for 
which 1 have Demonſtration enough on a 
proper Occaſion to be produced) and, 
it but according to it, we can prove the 
Law prophetical of the Goſpel, © or our 
7eſus, in his Ozconomy, à Prophet like to 
Moſes, we ſhalt then eftabliſh Chri- 
ſtianity on its ſure Foundation, and re- 


nn 
— 


(7) Defence of Chrifl;anity, p. 345» 
of 1 ſtore 
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100 
ſtore Antiguity to her rightful Chair of 
Authority. And I don't doubt but the 


Man that does this, will be the Con- 


verter of Fews and Infidels, and like a 


Conqueror, ride in a triumphal Chariot o- 


ver the falſe Gods and falſe Chriſts of the 
Univerſe, which being bound in Paraboli- 
cal Chains, will be led as Captives to 
- This then is a farther Encouragement to 


the Study of the allegorical, myſtical, and 
prophetical Senſe of the Scriptures, for a 


Proof of the Meſſiahſbip of Jeſus. But 

ou'll ask here, Where muſt we begin to 
expound alt Things that are written in the 
Law, and in the Prophets, and in the 
Pſalms, concerning our Jeſus? I anſwer, 
where the Holy 7eſus, who is the Divine 
Logos, upon his ſpiritual Reſurrection out 
of the Grave of the Letter, will direct us, 
and that is, to begin with Moſes, and then 
proceed to the Prophets, and ſo expound 
the Things concerning himſelf. Or as it is 
St. Auguſiin's (k) Opinion, we mult begin 
this myſtical and allegorical Expoſition, 
with the Deliverance of the Iſraelites out 
of Egypt. We mult open our Mouths in 
Wafer 5 that is, in the Parabolical Hi- 


. 
PER 8 
9 


(4) Vid, Auguſt, in Pſ. 77. a 
| ſtory 


1 T 103 I 
ſtory of that Egyptian Deliverance, antl 
apply it to the Hiſtory of the Redemption 
of Chriſts Church from Gentile Iddlatry, 
and the perſecuting and harden'd Hearts of 
che Emperors of Rome. We muſt declare 
and illuſtrate Enigma's of old, ſuch as we 
may ſee by open Viſion, and ſuch as we 
have heard of from our Fathers, who have 
told us of them, to the Intent that Poſte- 
rity might be inform'd of the Wonders that 
God did for the primitive Church, after 
the manner he had done before for old 
ael. You know, Sire, I am both able 

and willing to aſſiſt you in this Work; and 

if you and I together, upon the concur- 
rent Teſtimony of Fews and Fathers ( Hi- 
ſtory, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, all along 
ſupporting us) do this clearly, we ſhall o- 
pen and prepare the Way for the myſtical 
and allegorical Interpretation of the reſt 
of the Law and the Prophets, in ſuch a 
manner as the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
muſt yield to, and which muſt of Neceſ- 
| ity ſubdue and conquer him upon his 
own Principles. Though it was Fauſtus's 
| Opinion and Objection, that our 'Feſus 
was not at all a Prophet like Moſes, yet I 
queſtion not, but we ſhall ſhow they bear 
a Reſemblance to each other, as. Face an- 
ſwereth to Face in a Glaſs: 2 
| the 


* 


the (1) Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. as well 
as Celſus and Porphiry, may be of Opinion, 
that the two Teſtaments, of the Letter, 
and of the Spirit, are not by allegorical 
Interpretations to be reconcil'd to each 
other; yet I doubt not, but we ſhall de- 
monſtrate them to be like a Pair of In- 
dentures, that in all Points correſpond to 
one another, And though you, Sire, may 

be diſhearten*d with the Apprehenſions of 
the Difficulty, and even Impoſſibility df 
ſuch a Demonſtration, yet, I ſay; fear not, 
and in time you may receive the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction Origen (m) ſpeaks of, of 
beholding, and of contemplating: - on 
the Harmony and Agreement between 
Im ! , ̃ ͤ 1:1 vat 
What then ſhould hinder you, Sirs, from 
taking this Method, which is fo cogent, 
proper, and convincing with your Ad- 
verſary 2 There is indeed a Lett and Impe- 
diment or two in the Way, but I am a- 
ſhamed to mention them before Scholars; 
Chriftians, and Philoſophers, who are or 
ſhould be ſuch Lovers of Truth, and of 
their Religion, as to be ready to lay down 
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Lit k 
heir Lives much more their ſecular Inte- 
eſts for it. But whether you will take 
Way Advice, and accept of my Aſſiſtance, 
r not; yet, if you write any more againſt 
Ine Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. let me 
Wcg of you to take theſe Cautions and Ad- 

onitions along with you. SECTOR 


Firſt, That you accuſe him no mote of 


9 vriting (i) without Learning, and with 
out (o) little Learning, as ſome of you do, 
ill you can make good your Accuſation, 

: 6 


Ind diſcover more Learning in your Op- 
doſitions to him. He is certainly a moſt 
earned and ingenious Gentleman. He has 
ightly and ſtrenuouſly attack'd the Truth 
df Chriſtianity, which you are not able to 
lefend. He has batter'd the Church witli 
er own Armour, and beaten her ſacerdo- 
al Cards with their own Weapons, His 
Performance beſpeaks great Art, and much 
Wnduſtry ; whilſt your Replies, for the 
Wnoſt part, conſiſt of Gibberiſh and Imper- 
Winence. If you, any of you, had mani- 
Feſted any good Nd gy your Anſwers, 

r had contended with him upon equal 
Reaſon and Authority, I ſhould not have 
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(1) Lavington Of the Nature and Uſe of a Type, in his þ 
"reface, p. 4. 8 HR 


() Nemcome, in the ws" of his Sermon, 


2% 


paſs'd 


9 106 J 3 


1 


paſs d this Cenſure: But, as the Cafe ſtands, 
I ſhould be an unjuſt Moderator, If I hall 
not given you this Reproof. Your 
Charge, Sirs, againſt him, fur want of 
Learning, is as gracelefs, as that of an| 


impudent Bawad's accuſing a moſt virtuous 
and modeſt Virgin of repeated Fornicati 
ons; and I was put to the Bluſh at the 
reading of ſuch a ſenſeleſs. and groundleh 
Calumny. In ſhort, the Second Part d 
the Author's Diſcourſe in Vindication d 
our Bible, againſt Mr. Whiſton's Eſſay, B 
ſo curious, learned, and elaborate, that] 
queſtion whether it can be equalPd by any 


Doctor of the Church. Whether the Cle 
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* - 7 2 * 5 : - SY 2 


2 ĩ ͤ GROW AT IS Sr INE rk 
FF 


gy think of giving him publick Thank 
for it, I can't tell; but he is more de 


ſerving of them, than was the Earl df 


N——, for his Defence of the Du 
trine of the Trinity: And I hope the tw 
Univerſities will take it into Conſideration 


eſpecially Cambridge, and pay that Reſell 


which is due to a moſt learned Gentleman, 


who was once a Member of, and is now aff 


Honour to her Body. 
: Secondly, I obſerve, Sirs, you charge the 


— — — . ith... at * 4 2 * — 1 


0 Lavington in Preface to the Nature of @ Type, p. 4 
and 


Author of the Diſcourſe (p) with Malice|i 


ds, and for being a Scoffer, and call his Trea- 
a tiſe () a grave Piece of Buffoonry. Where- 
our fore 1s all this foul Language? Becauſe an 
of ingenious Gentleman labours under ſome 
a Doubts about the Truth of Chriſtianity, 


Wwhich the weak Arguments of its Advo- 


ou 

it. ¶cates, and their other Abſurdities and Con- 
the tradictions have occaſion'd; and becauſe, 
lei like other Controvertiſts in Religion, he 
el takes the Liberty to propoſe his Doubts 


nd Objections from the Preſs, in order for 
WSatisfaction in them; is he therefore to be 
ccuſed of Malice? And becauſe he art- 


ing Offence to weak Brethren of a blind 
Wand implicit Faith; is he therefore to be 
Waccuſed of writing a grave Piece of Buf- 
Vonry ? And becauſe he pleaſantly diverts 
Ihimſelf and his Readers, with the Imper- 
Wtincnce of Boylean Lectures, and of other 
Theological Scriblers, is he therefore to be 
Hccounted a Scoffer? There is no Reaſon 
Win all this; which an impartial Reader will 
turn to the Diſadvantage of the Clergy, 
Wand conclude it an Argument of the Bad- 
nels of their Cauſe, or of their Impotency 
for the Defence of it, or they would not 
have Recourſe to ſuch foul Language. 


U 


nn — 
— * 
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| 7 Newcome in the Dedication of his Sermon. 3 
5 R's” There 


ally diſguiſes his Infidelity, to avoid giv- _ 


ED . 
There are indeed too many Inftances to 
be given of malicious Writers, among our 
Polemical Divines, who more than any 
Men of another Craft, bear a Spite againli 
one another. Some Authors of high St 
tion in the Church, had never been, with 


ſtrain'd by the Civil Authority, woull 
through Malice, be biting and devouring 
one another. But the Author of the Dil 
__ courſe can't poſſibly bear any Malice u 
God and Religion, nor even to the Clegg 
unleſs their Haughrineſs and ill Uſage of 
him ſometimes may have difoblig'd, ani 
provok'd him to it. 
And there are Buffoong, mere Buff von 
too, among the Writers of the Church. 
forbear to mention them: But if Mr. Newſ 
come had known what it was to act tht 
Buffoon in Controverſy, he would har 
paſs d by the Author of the Diſcourſe, ani 

have thought of them. _ © 
But a Scoffer, forſooth, is the Auth 
of the Diſcourſe call'd; and one of tit 
Writers againſt him thinks himſelf witt) 
for ſaying, that he who writes againſt Pro 
phecy, has fulfill'd that of St. Peter, 5 
: 1 | ay 


— 


109 
795 that in the laſt Days thall'c come Staff | 


But let me tell him, that St. Petey 


freaks not of Infidels, but of Apoſtares, 
who, being departed from the primitive 
Doctrine of the Spirit of the Law, will 

coff at the Revival of it; and it will be 
well, if ſome Clergymen ben't found greater 
Scoffers, Revilers, and Blaſphemers of the 
Spirit of Prophecy, than the: Author F 
the Diſcourſe 1 is, or can be , 


IThirdly, A certain 1 eiter: 
of a Lofty to the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
who ſubſcribes himſelf a Divine. of the 
Church of England, ſays to him (7) thus, 
= © If you will promiſe, that if there be 
= * any farther Correſpondence between us, 

you'll behave your ſelf more like a Man, 
more like a Perſon of moral Honefly and 
Integrity, but eſpecially- more like a 
Gentleman, a Scholar, and a Philoſopher, 
and keep cloſe to the Argument, and 
leave out every Thing that is foreign to 
„it, 1 will draw up what ſeems to me a 
« concluſive Proof of the Truth of the 
« Chriftian Religion, and publiſh it as 
* foon as conveniently may be.” Where- 
fore is all this 1 1 Ry ee and 
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Billinſgate Language? The Aurbor of the 
Diſcourſe has ſhewn himſelf to be a Scho- 
lar, and a Philoſopher, to whom this 
Tbree- penny Writer, for any Thing ap- 
pears in his Letter, is not comparable. 
And though he may draw up and publiſh 
before Latter Lammas, ſomewhat, that in 
his own Conceit, may ſeem a concluſive 
Proof of the Truth of the Chriſt ian Reli- 
gion; yet for want of Senſe, Reaſon, and 
Argument in it, it will never be thought 
ſuch, in the penetrating Judgment of the 
Author of the Di ſcourſe. Moreover, as! 
hear, the Author of the Diſcourſe is un- 
queſtionably a Gentleman of moral Honeſty 
end Integrity in his Dealings and Conyer- 
ſation in the World (which can't be ſaid 
of many Prieſts) neither is his Integrity 
and Honeſty to be call d into Queſtion upon 
his Diſcourſe ef the Grounds, &c. unleſs 
it can be proved that he has wilfully fal- 
tified in his Quotations; which none have 
attempted. Such a Reffection then, upon 
a Gentleman of his Worth, is very provo- 
king; and was he not a Philoſopher, and 

even more of a Chriſtian, than the Writen 
of this Three-penny Letter, he would reſent 
it, and give him Chaſtiſement; which, if 
it was executed upon him with ſome Seve- 
rity, would be no Infringment of that 
” NET. 
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L 55 
Freedom of Debate, which the Author of 
the Diſcourſe contends for. 


Fourthly, The Writer of a Pamphlet, 
call'd, The Chriſtian Religion not founded. 
on Allegory, ſays, the Author of the Diſ- 
courſe is (s) an Enemy to all Religion, and 
conſequently a common Enemy to Mankind. 
What's this for? to incenſe the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate againſt him, and to raiſe the Ecele- 
tiaſtical Mob upon him, as if he was no 
more to be endured in human Society, 
than a Wolf among Sheep; or in the 
& Neighbourhood of the Clergy, than a Fox 
near Geeſe ? Whether the Author of rhe 
W Diſcourſe be not as good a Friend to human 
W docicty, as any of the Clerg y about him, I 
appeal to his Neighbours, and to others, 
who have the Honour and Happineſs of his 
Acquaintance and Converſation. lt is in- 
deed the common Topick of Preachers, 

that Atheiſin and Infidelity are pernicious 
to the Welfare of Mankind ; but all that 
they have hitherto preach'd and printed on 
this Head, does not amount to a Proof, 
that even Atheiſts would not be for form- 
ing themſelves into a regular Society, and 
for enacting of Laws for the happy and 
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(s) Page 4. | | 
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peaceable Government of it. And it is 
true on the other Hand, that Religion, true 
Religion, tends to tlie Happineſs of Man- 
- kind, even in this World; but then it muſt 
be of another Sort, than has been profeſss 
by the Prieſts, of whatſoever Denomina- 
tion, for many Ages paſt; who, by theix 
furious and blind Zeal — Church = Holy i 
Cauſe, have overturned Governments, cre- 
ated Factions, increasd Strife, and occa - 
ſions Wars and Blood-ſhed, to the havock 
and deſtruction of Mankind. There is no- 
thing more notorious, than that the Prieft- 
hood is the moſt cruel, ferocious, and out: 
ragious Part of the Creation; and were 
they not ridden by the Civil Authority, as 
a blind Horſe of much Mettal is, with a 
ſtrait Rein, and ſtrong Hand, would be run- 
ning at all, — * upon their Neigh- 
bours, and committing Devaſtation and 
Wafte. The very worſt that can be ſaid of 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, is, that he is 
for curing Mankind of a falſe and blind 
Zeal for Religion, and for preventing the 
unhappy Effects of it for the future. No 
doubt, but he is for good and wholeſom 
Laws, for the Conſervation of the pub- 
lick Peace and Welfare ; which may be 
made effectual without the other Ties of 
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Obligation upon the Prieſt's, as well as the 
People's Conſcience, than they now ſeem 
to have. | 4: p23 ru 


Ss Fifthly, Mr. Whiſton ſays of a certain 
Gentleman, the ſuppoſed Author of the 
Diiſcourſe, that he is guilty of (t) grofs 
iamorality, impious Fraud, and Lay Craft, 
for receiving the Sacrament according to 
W the Church of England, &c. to qualify. 
himſelf ſor the Commiſſion of Peace. This 
W is 2 heavy Charge, and 1s as fooliſh, unrea- 
W ſonable, and ſcandalous, as any of the for- 
mer. What cwuld Mr. V. have ſaid worſe 
Jof the moſt fraudulent Practice of the 
W moſt notorious Krave ? In Charity to Mr. 
/. | imagine theſe froward Words pro- 
ceeded froin his raſh Paſhon, void of Con- 
W fideration (as he is not a Man without 
Fire in his Temper) rather than from his 
deliberate Thoughts and Judgment. I am 
not to write a Vindication of that Gentle- 
man's Occaſional Conformity, which he 
can do better for himſelf: And if he can't 
juſtify his Conduct in this Caſe, in his own 
way of Writing, upon the Example of 
7oſeph's Conformity to () the eftabliſid 
Church of Eg ypt ; yet he may ſay much 


(:) Propoſals for Printing by Subſcription, Authentic 
Records, &c. p. 16. | | 
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in Extenuation and Mitigation of his Fault, : 
and to ſhew that, if it be at all a Fault, 
it is deſerving of a much ſofter Name, than 
that of an impious Fraud, and groſs Immo- 
rality. But what is it that this Gentleman 

does, which Mr. V. gives theſe hard Words 
to? Nothing worſe than comply with the 
Command of the Civil Authority, in a 
Thing which is harmleſs in it ſelf, for the 
Service of his King and Country. And if 
he have not the ſame Taſte of the Bread 
and Wine at the Communion, which Pa- 
piſts, or Lutherans, or Calviniſts have, 
how can he help it? The Palates of Mens 
Souls are as different as the Palates of their 
Mouths, And if he receive not the Eu- 
chariſtical Elements with that Devotion 
ſome Lay-men do, yet he does with as much 
as ſome Prieſts who conſecrate them, and 
have been ſhrewdly ſuſpected of Infidelity, 
Does not Mr. Whi#on know, that the like 
Practice with this Gentleman, or rather a 
much worſe one, 1s the Faſhion of the Age 
we live in, but never was ſo exclaim'd a- 
gainſt in any others? Does he not know, 
that our rigid Diſſenters are occaſional 
Communicants for a Place of Truft and 
Profit, who at other Times, for Conſci- 
ence fake, will not enter our Church 
Doors ? And though this their Hypocriſy 
has been often ſpoken of in Print, yet ne- 

„ © Ver 
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ver was inveigh'd againſt in the like re- 
proachful Terms : And let any one judge, 
where lies the greateſt Sin, whether in the 
Diſſenting Prevaricator, or in the Author 


dr F che Diſcourſe, upon Principle? Does 
he not Mr. W. know, that his Arianiz'd 
2 riends of the Clergy, ſubſcribe to the Ar- 
ge ticles of our Church, Oc. for Preferment, 
if Wwhich is ſuch impions Fraud and Prevari- 


Nation, that the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
believe, deteſts and abhors? Does not 
Mr. F. know, that all the Clergy, one 
with another, or upon one Occaſion or 
Wother, take Ozrhs againſt Principle, but 


Jous Name of groſs Immoraliſis for it? And 
W what does this Gentleman, the Author of 
be Diſcourſe, do, in receiving the Sacra- 
ment, that is comparably ſo bad 2 Why 
muſt he be ſo ſhot at for a little Diſſimula- 
tion, and the Clergy ſpared for a much 
greater? Mr. V. ſhould have excuſed the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, upon Conſidera- 
tion of ſuch Practices in the Clergy; which, 
in all probability, are ſome Occaſion of 
his Infidelity: For, beſides his Penetration 
into the Invalidity of their Arguments for 
the Truth of Chriſtianity, he may reaſon- 
ably be ſcandaliz'd at their irreligious Com- 
pliances againſt Principle, and ſuſpect them 
of Scepticiſm at leaſt, or they would not 
. P 2 „ 


W would not like to be branded with the odi- 
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be guilty of them. If then the Author of 

the Diſcourſe, &c. upon an Occaſion ap- 
pear like a Chriſtian at Church, as the 
Clergy at other Times do like Infidels out 
of it; who, I pray, is the greateſt Sinner, 
guilty of che moſt impiows Fraud, and] 

groſſeſt Immorality ? But, 


Sixihly, and Laitly, whatever you fay, 
Sirs, of the Author of the Diſcourſe in 
Print, to his Diſreputation and Diſadvan-W 
tage, let me beg of you to raiſe no falſe 
Reports of him in common Talk and Con. 
verſation. It was commonly reported d 
him, upon the coming forth of Mr. Vi. 
ſton's Literal Accompliſhments. of Scripture 
Prophecies, as I had it from Mr. Cotterel off 
Anſley, that he was aſhamed of the Dif 
_ courſe of the Grounds, and had diſown( 
it. I am perſuaded this is a notorious Fall 
hood ( Prieft-Craft in Perfection) wiltullyf 
rais'd, for the Service of that Cauſe you 
are not able to defend with your Pens 
Tho? I am unacquainted with the Author 
af the Diſcourſe, &c. yet I believe him ſo 
far from being convinced by Mr. W hi#on's 
Book, that he does but laugh at it, as | 
do. And if none of you can perform bei 
ter in the Interpretation and Application 
of Prophecies than Mr. /. the faid Gen- 

Ms AG 
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| ;/eman is like to e in his Inff- 
lity. 


pf heſe are 25 of 5 Faults that I a 


| ſerve in you, Sirs, in the Management of 


this Controverly ; which I hope you'll a- 
void for the future, if you proceed in it. 


It is commonly obſerv'd, that where there's 


much Railing, there's little Reaſon ; and 
it's reckon'd the Sign of the Badneſs of 2 
Cauſe, or of the Weakneſs of its Advo- 


Ie cates, when they have Recourſe to foul 
ni Language in Defence of it. The Author 


of the Diſcourſe writes like a Gentleman, 
as well as Scholar. He has not given the 
Clergy, or our modern Defenders of Chri- 


ſtianity one ill Word, unleſs they can think 
him to ironize, when he confers on them 


the Epithets 0 Reverend and Learned. 
Though he bites hard and cloſe ſometimes, 
yet he never barks nor ſnarls; and I am 


| ſorry to ſee ſo much of the canine and ob- 


latrative Nature in any of his Clerical Op- 
ponents. 
But ſome will object to me here, and 


wonder that I, of all Men, can up braid 


the Clergy with this Fault, 3 have 
given them in my Free Gifts, the moſt op- 
probrious Language that ever was beſtow'd 
on them. I confeſs it, and if I had no- 
ming to lay 1 in my | Excuſe, I would own it 
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to be an unpardonable Crime. One Res- 


ſon why I treated the Clergy with ſuch ill 


Words, was to provoke them to Combat, 
giving them thereby an Handle to lay hold 


on, by way of Oppoſition, when I, hav- | 
ing manifeſtly the Advantage of them in 


Argument, was ſure good Words would 
not move them. But after all, I was 
cautious, that I gave them no worſe Lan- 


guage than they deſerved, or than, conſi- 


ſtently with the Laws of Chriſtianity, is 
juſtifiable. I have been privately, by a 


Friend, admoni{h'd of that Fault, and I 


know the Clergy, in Converſation, have 
aggravated it to the laſt Degree. But | 


could not have wiſh'd for a better Apology | 


for my ſelf, than what the Writers againſt 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, in the Inſtan- 
ces above, have publiſh'd. If they can 
vindicate themſelves in the Uſe of the ill 
Words given to him, or if I don't defend 


my ſelf for what I have ſaid of them, if 
they pleaſe to make the Experiment by 


Controverſy, then I will plead Guilty, and 
acknowledge my ſelf the worſt Writer for 
Scandal and Slander, that ever took Pen in 


| Hand. 


But all this, you'll ſay, is but finding 
Fault ſtill. Why don't I, or I am an un- 
juſt Moderator, take Notice of the Beauty 


of your Thoughts, the Goodneſs of the 


Autho- 
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Fs - 
Authorities, and the Strength of the Argu- 
ments uſed in all, or at leaſt in ſome of 

your Writings againft your Adverſary? I 
own, I ſhould be an unfair Moderator, if 

I ſhould not obſerve what is commendable, 
as well as blame-worthy in you: Or if L 
ſhould omit to mention any thing I can, 
to your Honour, in this Controvetſy. But 
I muſt declare, all the Pieces I have ſeen 
Jagainſt your Adverſary, whether taken to- 
Wocther or a- part, are mere Engaſtromu- 
biſin, conſiſting of crude and undigeſted 
Notions, without the good Savour of Rea- 
Won and Authority. 1 
The moſt bulky Writer againſt the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, is the Biſhop of 
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„ Chritianity, conſiſts of a Proof of the 
Expectation, which the World, in the 
Time of our Feſus, had of a Meſſiab, or 
of a victorious Prince out of the Eaſt, 
to rule the World, and reign in Grandeur. 
This Proof takes up Seventy-four Pages, 
Iwhich I will not loſe Time to make Re- 
Wnarks on: The Author of the Diſcourſe 
Wncither does, nor will deny, the World 
Tras then in Expectation of a Meſſiah; but 
e will ſay, it was of a Temporal, and not 
dt a Spiritual Prince; conſequently that 
xpectation is ſo far from making for the 
Aeſſiahſoip of our Feſus, that it will 1 
well, 
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Lichfeld, whoſe firſt Part of his Defence 
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being the Meſſiah from them. It is not Wi 
my Buſineſs to take any of the ſaid Types 


phlet, which might have ſaved him the 


per; and me: the Trouble and Charge of 
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Tn T7. 3 
well, if the Aurbor of the Diſcourſe domt 
turn it to his Diſadvantage, and covert] 
inſinuate, that our Feſus was deſervedly 
put to Death for an Fnpoftor, a Stirrer up 
of Sedition, and a vain Pretender to a II 
tle and Character which did not belong to 
The following Pages of the Biſhop's 
Book, to Numb. 264, conſiſt of a Col. 
lection of Types and Prophecies out of the 
Old Teſtament, of his Application of them 
to our Jeſus, and of the Arguments of his 


and Prophecies into Examination, and toi 
ſhew the Pertinency or Impertinence of the 
Biſbop's Application of them unto our Fe 
ſus. Let the Author of the Diſcourſe do 
this, if he thinks fit. But there is one off 
the Biſhop's Prophecies ſo obvious ani 
plain, that I wiſh he had inſiſted on h 
only, and had publiſh'd it by it ſelf, with 
his learn'd Comments, in a Penny Pam- 


Conſumption of much Time, Ink, and Px 


buying and reading his more voluminous 
Work. The Prophecy I mean, is that of 
Lech. ix. 9. Rejoice greatly, O Daughter 
7 Sion, ſbout, O Daughter of Feruſalem; 
ebold thy King cometh unto thee, the righ 

| £e01 
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+4015 one, and that Saviour, lowly, and 


iy Ml riding upon an Aſs, and upon a Colt, the 
Is ole of an Aſs. It is mighty well ob. 
up ſerv'd of the Biſhop, that the antient (9 


Jerjs underſtood this Text as a Prophecy 
Jof the Meſſiab; and © how it was a Cu 
fſtom with them, to fix deeply a Re- 
«© membrance of his Coming, at the Paſ- 
chal Feaſt, for one to perſonate the 
„Aeſſias, to burſt open the Door ſudden- 
“ly, and to ride into the Room upon an 
Ass, and another like Elias, to go after 
him with a Horn, to proclaim and an- 
„ oint him, and this to repreſent how 
the Meſſias ſhall enter into 33 
After this the Biſbop very notably (x) lays, 
Let them (the unbelieving Jews or Infi- 
dels) fancy what they will, che Fews, 
in Jeſus Chriſt's Time, knew but of 
one Meſſiah, and to him they apply*d 
this Text of Zachary. For Feſuss go- 
ing up to Feruſalem upon an Aſs, at his 
« laſt Paſſover, to eaſe and defend himſelf 
from the Crowd that follow'd him 
made them ftrait conclude (the Peo- 
ple being ſtruck with this Circumſtance 
* of his Entry) he muſt be the Meſſias. 


us 
of For, as be £08sS on, Seeing him equipt 
ef IE *. 1 (7 1 64. 219091 


(w) Defence of Chriflianit : 105. 1 
(x) Ibid. p. 155 | pa | 5 
2 2 « like 
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him to be no other than the King, that 
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ary's Me ſſias 5 they thought 


« Saviour whom they expected alſo at 
“ the Feaſt of the Paſſover. After what 
„had been thus ſaid (in Hoſannas and 
« Acclamations) and own'd by the Few, 
« who can with any Face queſtion the 
t Evangeliſt for obſerving upon this Aci 
on of FJeſus, that ſo it was fulfill 


„ which was ſpoken by the Prophet Z 


© :charpe 11094 503-0151 . D160 
If this Prophecy, with its Completion 
will not convince the Author of the Di, 
courſe, what will? As the B:ſbop reaſons 


remarkably, ſo I wiſh he had a little mot 


difplay'd his Eloquence in a lively Repre: 
ſentation of that famous Cavalcade at 
Feſuss thus entring into Feruſalem, be 
cauſe I am afraid «tlie Author of the Diſ- 
courſe has but a'mean Idea of Feſus, 1 
poor Man, without: Form or Comelinefs, his 
riding upon two ill-favour'd Beaſts, 4. 
midſt the Acclamations and Huzzas of 1 
rude and mabbiſ Crew. This joyful Tri: 


umph and Commencement of Feſwss 


Reign, was ſoon turn d into Mourning, for 
he was crucified a few Days after: And if 
it may not be queſtion d, whether the ſame 
People, becauſe of the mutability of their 


Affections, were not as warm with their 


Ortcries for his Crucifixion, as hey were 
* | . 


" (! rag1 1 _— 


Ipefore with their Ho ſan nas, yet it is rei- 


i onable to think, that that his, ſomewhat” 
1a WWlike, ſeditious Entrance into Jeruſalem, 
* iſten'd that ſad and tragical: Cataſtrophe 


| of his Life, and ſhort Reign. I have no 


vs, | | 

he Mind to write, what ſome modern Dzvznes, 

af 2 blind F aith, would call impiouſly; o- 

4 Wherwiſe I could argue from St. Ferome, (0 

le T'-rpicude and Impoſſibility of that tri- 
mphal Entrance of Jeſus into Feruſu- 

n, as it is recorded by the Evangeliſts: 5 
if, ehe Author of the Diſcourſe, I dare ſay, 


Ws aware of the Argument. Moreover, he: 
Wcnows how to object againſt ſuch literal 
rophecies, and literal Accompliſhments, 
Wbecauſe ſuch Prophecies, in their Comple- 
ions, are ſubject to Counterfeit; and a 
Ifilſe NMeſtab, as well as the Holy Feſws, 
might have acted his Part in chat mock 
Triumph : And withal, he can excellently 
reaſon for the Neceſſity of the (S) Obſcurity 
Jof Oracles before their Completion. What 
then muſt we do for the Honour of Za- 
chary's and the Biſbop's Prophecy before 
Jus? Why, we mult betake our ſelves to the 
Opinion of the antient Jetes and Fathers, 


59 


) Ergo quoniam Hiſtoria vel Impoſſibilitatem, vel | 
Purpitudinem habeat, ad altiora tranſmittimur. In Matt. 
(. 21. 

70 Page 44, 43. 


Q 2 Who 


1 


45181 
who held Zac hary's Prophecy in Hand to 
be but a Parable, and that the Aſs, as well 
as the Daughter of Sion, were ſymboli. 
cal. Neither did the (a) Fathers other. 


wiſe conſider the Entrance of Jeſus into 


Jeruſalem, than as a Type and Figure df 


his more glorious and future Entry into 


that ſpiritual and holy City, when the 
Church will be transform'd into an Aſs, 
for Feſus's Uſe and Riding: And ſhe ought 
not to diſdain ſuch a Metamorphoſis and 
Transformation of her ſelf for Feſus's Uſe 
ſince ſhe has transfigured him into a (9) 
Bull for her own Riding, for many Age 
paſt. And when the Holy Jeſus, or Divine 
Logos of the Law, ſhall be mounted on hu 
the Aſs of the Church, for his glorious Ex: 
pedition to the new Feruſalem, amidſt the 
Allelujahs of the Saints; then will Elia 


be his Prodromus, riding on her winching 


1 — 


2a — 


. 
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(a) Geſtorum effectibus prophetatur, omnis au- 
tem hzc ſpecies futuri Ordinem tenet, & parabolicis lg: 
nificationibus Rerumque præſentium Conditionibus, fi- 
turis forma permittitur. Erit enim Dominus in Cl 
ritatis ſux adventu Gentes poſſidens, earumque Men: 
tes tanquam Vector inſidens. Hilar. in Matt. Cap. 21. 


Plenum Myſterii eſt, quod Aſellus eſt adductus Domi: 


no. Populus mitis & mauſuetus portans bene Dominum 

5 eſt & tendit ad Jeruſalem. Auguſtin in Pf. 31 
Us 23. ' | | 

| Ob) Revel, xvii. 35 72 A 
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and unruly Colt (c) of the Clergy, and, 
with the, Spirit of. Prophecy, ſounding the 
Keeglmas (d) Horns of the Parables or Enig- 
ma's .of the Law, m the Audience of the 
Apprehenſions of the People; and there 
will.enſue ſuch a ſplendid Feaſt on the My- 
ſteries of God's Word, as never was cele- 
brated.at the Nuptials or Inauguration of 
the greateſt Prince, So then the Talmu- 
diſts, as above, were orthodox in their 
ſymbolical Repreſentation of the coming 


or the Meſſiah ;, and the Biſhop alone was 


miſtaken in his carnal Conceptions of what 
they meant myſtically ; and forgot to 
prove that Elias blew a Horn, like a Poſt- 
Boy, before or after our Feſ#s, at his Aſi- 
nine Entrance into Feruſalem, which was 


of the Eſſence of his Completion of the 


foreſaid cabaliſtical Emblem and Memorial 
of his Adrent. 

In the next Place, the Biſhop of Lich- 
field, from Page 265, to 340, of his De- 


fence of Chriſtianity, has taken to task the 


Five remarkable Prophecies of the Old 


———— #5. F 
Fi 


(e) Pullus laſcivus & Frznorum impatiens non uno 
Errori & Dogmati ſubditus. Hieron. in Matt, cap. 
XXI. 5. ON 

(4) Quz lint autem Buccinæ cornez ? Qui de czleſti- 


bus loquitur, qui de ſpiritalibus diſſerit, qui myfteria 


Regni Czlorum revelat, ille Buccina cornea concinit. 
Urigen, in Lib. Judic. C. 7. Hom: 9. 
| 5 Teſta- 
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Teſtament, which are cited by the Euan. 
geliſts, and which the Author of the Dif. 
courſe ſeems to ridicule. How well he has 
perform'd on this Head, let others judge. 
{, in Reſpect to the Character and Reputa- 
tion of a Biſhop, will here make none of 

thoſe Animadverſions, which any one may 
reaſonably think I can. But I can't for- 
bear taking Notice of what he (e) ſays, how 
« ſome of great Learning and Judgment 
© have been of Opinion, that the two 
4 firſt Chapters of St. Matt here, (in which 
are ſome of theſe controverted 'Prophe- 
% cies) were not in the Nazarene Goſpel, 
* to which St. Matthew's Hebre Copy is 
fuppoſed to have been conformable ; and 
« that if this could be made out, it would 
deliver us at once of the chief Difficul- 
« ties laid in the way of Chriſtianity, by 
ce the Adverſary.“ Whether the Biſhop, 
who a little before acknowledges (F) theſe 
two Chapters to be part of St, Matthew's 
Goſpel, does, for the determination of this 
Diſpute, wiſh them to be ſpurious, and 
that ſomebody or other would make it out, 
can't teil: Neither can I gueſs what he 
means by theſe (g) poor weeping Sayings, 


(e) Page 266. 

J) Ibid. p. 266, | 

) Ibid. 265. | | : — 1 
8 | % No- 
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(5) Page 347. 


Ta 1 127 1. 
6 Nothing conſiderable is built on theſe 
„Quotations: No- Conſequences of Im- 
« portance are drawn from them. Had 
« they been all omitted , Chriſtianity would 
« ſtand as firm upon its Bottom; as with - 


„ them.“ But one would have thought, 


that the Biſhop ſhould have look'd upon 
the ſaid e out of the Old Teſta- 
ment to be prophetical, if they had — 


1 been referr'd to by St. Matt hero; or I 
know not upon what Authority he Sone 


his own Collection of Prophecies, Which 


are not to be met with in our Evangelical 


and Apoſtolical Writings. \. 

After this, from Page 340, to 393, the 
Biſhop treats of the allegorick Methods of 
citing "Scot uſed by the Writers of the 
New Teſtament, on which he talks in a 
Way by himſelf, ſhoots at Random, and 
diſſents from primitive Authority, without 
diſproving it, or ſo much as knowing it. 


If | ſhould enter upon Remarks here, I 


ſhould ne'er have done. But what gives 
me great Offence, is the Biſhap's Aſſertions 


| of St. Paul, vig. That mY he ſuffer'd 
in the Eſteem of the Jewiſh Chriſtians 


“for a Negle& of Allegories, and ſeems 
8 to be brought into the Uſe of them; 


1 


* 
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40 againſt 


L 
« apainſt his own good Liking. And 4. 
gain he ſays, *©* (i) It ſeems to have beet 
* in Compliance with the Ferwifb Chriſti: 
ans, who were affected with allegorick | 

* Interpretations, that St. Paul, above all 
te the other | Apoſtles, uſed that Way.“ 
What could the Author. f the Diſcourſe, 
or any other Infidel have ſaid worſe to the 
Diſhonour of St. Paul? Theſe Expreflions 
of the Biſhop are no leſs falſe than they are 
abuſive. They not only make St. Paul 
weak, if not a worſe Man; but are a Re 
flection on that Divine Spirit which con. 
ducted St. Paul in his Miniſtry, If St. Paw 
was brought into the Uſe of Allegories a- 
gainſt his own good liking, then was he 
Miniſter of the Spirit of the Law agamit 
his Will, and it was not . God, but Man, 
that made him to be an able Miniſter ot 
the New Teſtament : The Conſequence of 
which is, that St. Paul corrupted Chriſtia- 
nity with falſe Doctrine, to pleaſe the 
People; which I abhor the Thoughts of. 
In ſhort, the Biſhop's Expreſſions before us, 
ſeem to me fo inconſiderate and precipt 
tate, that I wiſh, if he write any more 
this Controverſy, he would be fo kind as 
to let us know upon what Reaſon and Au- 


B Own ee wil... „„ ß 
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thority he aſſerts, that St. Paul ſufferd in 


he Eſteem of the Jewiſh Chriſtians, fur his 


Neglect of Allegories, when it is moſt ma- 
nifeſt that St. Paul was a profeſsd Allego- 
rip, as appears not only from his Writings, 
but from the Opinion of the Fathers, WHO 
follow his Example, and urge his Authiott- 


W ty for their allegorical Thiterpretatiofis, --I 

wiſh alſo the Biſbop would tell us, what 
induced him to ſay, that St. Paul was 
brought into the Uſe of Allegorie, againſt 
bis orten good liking, when his Epiſtle to 
the Hebrews, in the Opinion of the Ye, 
Jas well as Fathers, beſpeaks him to be an 
excellent Cabaliſt; which no Man could or 
vould be, without his own Approbation 
and good Liking of that Science. If the 


Biſhop do not well account for himſelf in 


dis Caſe, 1 ſhall think his Expreſſions a- 


bove, the moſt difguſtful and unſavoury of 


any, that ever dropp'd from the Pen of one 
Jof his Order. Though the Author of the 


Diſcourſe has now and then a Fling at the 
Wiſdom of St. Paul; yet it Is always fo 
genteely cover'd under a Trope, that many 


Eꝛgliſb Readers can hardly ſee through it: 
| But the Biſhop's Abuſe of the Apoſtle, in 


his Expreſſions before us, is ſo blunt and 
groſs, that there is ſcarcely a poor Vicar 
and Curate of the Dioceſe of Coventry and 

| N | Lich- 
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Lichfield fo dull, as not to diſcern i it, ari 
* Shame of it. But, 


ele The Biſhop, in the Goncluſi 
of his Book, argues, that the Senſe given 
by Chriſt and his poſtles, to the Prophe- 
cies: of the Old Teſtament, is certainly u 
be preferr'd to any other poſlible Seaſe of 
the Prophecies; which he endeavours to 
prove from their Miracles, Gec. I have no 
more to anſwer in this Caſe, than if the 
Author of the Diſcourſe has no great Opi- 
nion of the Miracles of Feſus and his A- 
poſtles, nor will, without better Reaſon, 
pay any more Regard to their Senſe and 
Authority, than to the 1p/e Divit of a Phi 
Ander of the Gentiles, I can't help it. 


Theſe are a few eee I have 
made on the Biſbop's Book, for which | 
expect his Thanks and Compliments. I 
he miſtake my Meaning, and think that 
ſuch a large Work, as is his Defence 
of Chriftianity, might have afforded more 
and more curious Remarks, I will take 
another Opportunity to make him A- 
mends, in ſome farther Animadverſions 
upon it. | 

But I muſt not forget to thank the Bi- 
hop for his Rabbinical Quotations, which 


ſometime or other 1 15 make more ” 
| 0 


3 * 
„ 2 
131 J 

' $ 


So 


nd| of, to his or my own Advantage, if th ey 
are fiithful Tranſlations; 1 ſay, if they 
care faithful Tranſlations; and I ſhould not 
on have queſtion'd his Integrity in this Caſe, 
en A if he had not been very faulty in a Miſre- 
le. preſentation of the Words and Senſe of the 
1 Author of the Diſcourſe; for which, with- 


out my producing of Inſtances, I leave 
him to the Expoſtulation of that Gentle- 
van. When I had gone through the Bi- 
op's Work, and confider?d how curiouſly 
it was deck'd and adorn'd with Hebrew 
| Words and Letters, which beſpeak his 
great Senſe and Learning, it brought to. 
my Mind the Obſervation of Botaniſte, 
that all Sorts of Plants will not thrive in 
Sils; from whence I inferr'd, that the 
Biſhop's Wit and Genius, like a certain 
Soil, is peculiarly adapted to the Growth 
and Improvement of Hebrew Roots, as 
mine is for My#eries, But ſo much at 
preſent for the Biſhop of Lichfield. 

The next Writer of Note, againſt the 
Author of the Diſcourſe, is Dr. Clark, 
Rector of St. Fames's Weftminiter, who to 
this Purpoſe, has publiſh'd a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Connexion of the Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament, &c. Confidering his 
Name and Fame, I did not expect ſach a 
Diſcourſe from him. If I was not fully 
tified of his Piety and Integrity, I 
R 2 ſhould 


* 
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ſhould have ſuſpe&ed ſome latent and ill 
Deſign in it. Whether Dr. Clark has read 
the Fathers, and obſerv'd their Opinions 
of the Writings of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, of the Nature of Oracles, and of 
the way of Interpreration of them, I can't 
tell: But if he has, it's plain he does not 

_ underſtand them, or diſregards their Au- 
thority ; otherwiſe he would never have 
publiſh'd ſuch a Zumble and Bundle of Pro. 
phecies, and apply'd them in the Faſhion he 
has done. As Dr. Clark enters not into 
the Merits of the. Controverſy before us, 
I will not go out of my Way, to male 
any Remarks on his Prophecies : But de. 
fire him to take into Conſideration again 
his () Aſlertion, that Some Applications if 
Texts out of the Old Teitament, are mer 
Allufons; and alſo his Gloſs on the Evan- 
gelical Sayings, that it might be fulfill 
which was ſpoken by the Prophet, &c. by 
which he ſeems to hint, that the Euangi. 
liſt means no more than we do, when we 
ſay, the old Proverb is made good, or Veti 
fed: Juſt as if I ſhould ſay of Dr. Clark, 
that he has verified or fulfilled the Adage 
of the Antients, ſaying, Ex quovis Liga 
non fit Mercurius; that is, every Philo- 


— 
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(i) Page 34. e 
| ſophe! 
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ſopher is not fit to make an Eqs, or In- 
terpreter of Divine Oracles. Whatever 
Dr. Clark may think, ſuch a Perverſion of 
the Evangelical Phraſes, is deſtructive of 
the very Eſſence of Prophecy; and we 
may as well account the Writings of Plato, 
as of Moſes and the Prophets, prophe- 
tical, if we can but allyfively' refer to 
them e 5 


When ] conſider the Collection of Pro- 


phecies out of the Old Teſtament, that 
Dr. Clark, the Biſhop of Lichfield, Mr. 
Vhiton, and others, have ſeverally made; 
and their Application of them after their 
own Fancies; I can't but with that a con- 
ſiderable Number of ſuch great Men, as 
ſuppoſe in Convocation, were to meet, and 
make a complete Syſtem out of Moſes and 
the Prophets, of all they think typical and 
prophetical of the Life, Church, and King- 
dom of the Meſſias; for they don't believe 
what the Fathers and I do, that the whole, 
from the beginning of Geneſis, to the 
end of Malachy, is Type and Prophecy: 
Then, without diſputing their way of Ap- 
plication of 'their colle&ed Prophecies, 
| would ask them theſe Queſtions ; What 
we muſt do with, or think of the reſt of 
tne Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, 
that are not in their Judgment typical and 
prophetical 2 Why Moſes, and the Pro- 

EY | phets, 


7 RS 


phets, did not diſtinguiſh between the pro- 
phetical and unprophetical Parts of their 
Scriptures? Or why our Saviour, and his 


Apoſtles, did not aſcertain this Diſtinction, 
but left it for them to make it? By what 


Criterion they know this or that Text or 
Sentence to be prophetical? Whether it 
will not be poſſible for me, or ſome others, 
to ſhow many of their prophetical and un- 
prophetical Paſſages of the Old Teſtament, 
fo inſeparably connected together, that it's 
impoſhble to ſeparate them, without maim- 
ing the Senſe in both Cafes > Whether the 
Number of Prophecies, notwithſtanding 
their derermjnate Opinion about them, 
will not be always uncertain, and more or 
leſs, according to the Fancy of every 
Chriſtian Reader > And Laftly, What 1s 
the Reaſon that the Fathers, about Pro- 
phecies, and their way of Interpretation, 
are diſregarded; and whether it has not 
been of ill Conſequence to the Peace of 
the Church, and Truth of Chriſtianity, to 
depart from their Opinions? When Dr. 
Clark can give me a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions, I will ſubſcribe to his col- 
lected Number of Prophecies, as ſoon as 
to any Man's; and only reſerve to my ſelf 
a Liberty to conteſt the Application of 
them; in which ſuch as he, the Biſhop of 

Lichfield, and Mr. Whifon, will make me 


Work 


4 


n 
Work enough. In the mean time I en- 
tertain the Opinion of the antient Jens 
and Fathers, which too I do, becauſe I am 
able to demonſtrate it, that the Old Teſta- 
ment is entirely typical and prophetical of 
the New, or of the Kingdom of the Meſ- 
ſiaß; but is otherwiſe to be open'd, inter- 
preted, and ee than Dr. Clark. is a- 
ware of: In Reſpect to whom, I forbear 
to make ſuch farther Animadverſions on 
his Connexion of the Prophecies of the Old 
Jeſtament, as I can do: But it will be well 
| for him, if the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 
as he is of ſufficient Learning and Abilt- 


ties, don't dn, ß 
Ihe very beſt Paſſages of all the Wri- 
„ters againſt. the Author of the Diſcourſe, 
Ke. are thoſe of Mr. Lavington, who ſays, 
that () his (the Aut bor of the Diſcourſe's) 
%, and almoſt only true Poſition is this, 
bat Christianity is founded on Fudaiſm, or 
fe New Teitament on the Old. — And 
bat Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in their Mri- 
„unge and Diſcourſes, ground and prove 
Chriſtianity from the Old Teſtament, or 


Vom the Accompliſhment of the Prophecies. 
of the Old Teftament by the New, And 


O Of the Nature and Uſe of a Type, in Preface, 


again 


again he declares, that (m) the Old Tefl. 
ment, and Moſes, and the Law, and Ju. 
aaiſm, are typical of the New Tefament, 
and of Feſns, and of the Goſpel, und of 
Chriſtianity. And I ſcarce doubt but the 
hole Body of Hebrew Rites, Ceremonies, 
and Sacrifices, all their Holy Times, and 
Places, and Perſons, and Things, © eithet 
have already received, or will in due Time 
veceive their Accompliſoment. This is writ 
ten like a Chriſtian of primitive Faith and 
Principle. How Mr. Lavington came to 
make ſuch Conceſſions and Declarations, | 
can't gueſs : But if the Typicalneſs of 7 
dai ſin, and of the Law; 


be not bettet 
proved by ſome others, than is done b 

himſelf, in the Inſtance of the Paſebil 
Lamb, the Author of the Diſcourſe wil 
hardly be converted to Chriſtianity by li 
Types and Prophecies, His (Mr. Laving 
ton's) Way of arguing and applying the! 
Type of the Paſchal Lamb, is like Mi 
Whitton's myſtical Argument for the Au: 
thority of the Apoftolicul Cynffitution. 

from the Type of tlie Law af Moſes, gl. 
ven on Mount Sinai, which the Author of 
the Diſcourſe (n) pleaſantly repreſents, and 
22 
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(in) Ibid, p. 3. FEY 
(2) Page 117, 118. 1 
N | : There 


A 
There is an Anonymous Writer againſt 
the Author of the Diſcourſe, who ſtiles his 


nt, ¶ Performance, The Nature of the Propheties. 

of Wor the Old Teftament, relating to the Mæſ 

bh: /b, which is entirely ſuch a Piece of 

eh WGibberiſh, that for neither Senſe nor Non- 
nd ſenſe, is hardly to be parallel d. It was 
written, if he don't lye, at the Deſire of a 
Per ſon of Honour, who, I ſuppoſe, might 

it- be tainted with Infidelity, When I hear 


that any Perſon of Honour, or Senſe, is 
convinced by it, the Writer ſhall be deem'd 
another Thaumaturgus. If this Writer had 

not, to avoid popular Applauſe, conceal'd 

his Name, I would have made Extracts 

Wout of his Pamphlet, with ſuch Animadver- 

lions upon them to his Praiſe, as would be 

Dnow loſt. . So I will only commend him 

for the Strength and Orthodoxy of his 

Faith, (o) ſaying, © Let Jonas be a Type, 

* as our Author of the Grounds makes i 
him; the Circumſtance of Time, bis. 


u. the three Days and three Nights he 
„(continued in the Whale's Belly, bears an 
„exact Proportion to the Time in which 
our Saviour continued in the Heart of 


* the Earth, which was Three Days and 
* Three Nights likewiſe.” It is not rea- 
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A—— * 
3 * — 


0 Peg 71. 3 
8 ſonable 


ſonable for me to put this Writer upon th: 
Proof, that our Saviour was three: Day 
and three Nights in the Grave, becauſe it 
is an Article of his Faith againſt Senſe 


Fact, and Hiſtory. But whoever does prov 
it, ſays (p) St. Ferome, muſt make a large 


_ Uſe of the Figure Synecdoche, which | 
queſtion whether the Aut hor of the Diſ- 
courſe will allow of in this Cafe : There 
fore muſt we of neceſſity have Recourſe 
to the myſtical Interpretations of the Pro- 
phecy of Jonas, and of the Evangpeliſts 
according to the Fathers, or it will be im 
poſſible for us to prove that our Jeſu 
dy'd, and roſe again, according to' the 


Scriptem es. 


Another Writer is for taking and giving] 


us a View of the (g) Blunders of this amper 
tinent Infidel, the Author of the Diſcourſe; 
of which I will give you one Inſtance, a 
a Specimen and Taſte of his whole Perfor- 


mance. The Author of the Diſcourſe (r) ex. 


pounding 2 Cor. iii. 6. fays, That ot. 
« Paul aſſerts himſelf and others to be 
x: Minifters of the New Teftament, 28 be⸗ 
ing Minifters not of the Letter, but 


— * : 
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(p) In Matt. c, 12. | 
(2) Chriſtian Religion not founded on Allgem. 
p. 12. ve 
(r) Page 12, 


« che 


a Cn, = bad « 
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L 


, the Spirit of the Law, that is, of the 
Old Teftament, ſpiritually underſtood; ” 


in which he argues with, and expounds like 


the Fathers of the Church, as Cs) Dr. Whit- 
Wy does acknowledge. But this notable. 


Writer (t) of The Chriſtian Religion not 


Hunded on Allegory, ſays, “this Expoſiti- 
on is directly contrary to the Apoſtle's 
Meaning, which is plainly this, That 


God has enabled us to be Miniſters of a 
« new Covenant, to be Miniſters not of a 


EF written Law, that barely points out our 

Duty. but of the Holy Ghoſt, that gives 
strength to perform it; not of external 
8 Ordinances, but of inward Purity; not 
Fof the Law of Moſes, but of the Goſ- 


„ pel.” Which of theſe two Writers is 
miſtaken in his Expoſition of the Words of 
St. Paul, the Reader may judge; and by 
this ſingle Inſtance we may ſee, what a 


Diſcoverer this Writer is, of the Author of 
te Diſcourſes Blunders. | 


Again, the ſaid Writer is for taking 2 


View of the (u) Blaſphemies of the Author 
of the Diſcourſe, &c. but forgot to ſpeci- 
ty them; and I can't imagine what he 
means by them, excepting his Disbelief of 


— + # : * tact. 


ſu) Ibid, . 
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(s) In Locum, 
() Page 95. 
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NT 
Chriſtianity, for want of better Argu. 
ments, in its Advocates, to prove the 
Truth of it: But E-know not how to cal 
this Blaſphemy. St. Fobn ſpeaks of the 
Worſhippers of the Beaſt, who will (u) 
blaſpheme God and his Tabernacle : These 
Blaſphemers are, according to the Fathers 
pretended Chriſtians, ' but profeſs'd Ene. 
mies to the ſpiritual, myſtical, allegorical] 
and prophetical Senſe of the Old 'Teſtz 
ment; thereupon the ſaid Writer of th 
Chriftian Religion not founded on Allegon 
had beſt ſee to it, that the Title of hy 
Pamphlet be not a- kin to the Blaſphemy « 
gainſt the Holy Spirit of Prophecy. 

But to return, and conclude this my Ex 
Hortation to the Clergy, to proceed in thi 
Controverſy, Let me tell you, Sirs, th: 
Opinion of Conſtantine le Empereur, wh 
ſays, (x) that we Chriſtians dons att wiſel) 
who ſo much diſregard the Authority of tht 
Fathers in Controverſy, v betray our Ag. 
naruance in the Contempt of them; and the) 
alone proceed rightly in Diſputation, wil 
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(w) Revel. xiit. 6. 75 2 2 

(x) In Controverſiis Chriſtianorum de Dogmatibus t 
dei non ſatis prudenter agunt, qui Patres imprimis an. 
tiquiſſimos ſuſque deque habent; Inſcitiam etiam pro 
dunt, qui eoſdem contemnunt : recte vero in diſputando 
progrediuntur, qui reverendorum Patrum Authoritatem 
accerſunt. In Clavis Talmud. Prafat, p. 9. | 


4 appeal 
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B ppeal to their Authority. Thus in no Caſe 


is more true, than in the Controverſy be- 
fore us, which, the Authority of tlie Fa- 
thers, if treated with Veneration and due 
Reſpect, would ſoon determine. There are 
ſome Controverſies between Papiſts and 
proteſtants, and among Proteſtants one with 
another, that, as Dallee rightly obſerves, 
the Fathers don't at all touch on; neither 
can their Teſtimonies be fairly cited on 
either Side. But of the Controverſy be- 
fore us, they are full, ample, and expreſs; 


veither is there any Thing, for which the 


are ſo clear, as for the Old Teſtament's be- 
ing entirely typical and prophetical of 
Chriſt and his Church, and for the alle- 
gorical Interpretation of it, in order to ap- 
prehend and diſcern the Spirit of Prophecy 
that 18 in it. N n 
Hear, Good Sire, what St. Clement of A- 


lexandria ſays, that (y) the whale Oeconomy 


of the Lad is typical and prophetical; and 
that Moſes: and the Prophets wrote all in 
Parables ; and that (S) the Symbolical and 


Hieroglyphical Philoſophy is moſt uſeful and 


— 


(H q ororown ayvjn var Teoqulinn. Strom. Lib. II. 
c. 19. Keen Tetnlac xgto ve oy mipgConars e- 
Andnoup ? auſov. bid. Lib. VI. c. 15. c 
(7) To ovpCoAruoy mww]e x1 aiwryualudts «IG en 
aon, warn Se avayiudjadloy ] Ne Ts dees 


du Ibid. Lib. II. C. 1, 


neceſ- 


3 „„ 
neceſſary for the underſtanding of their Pro- 
phecy. Hear what: Origen, the Diſciple of 
St. Clement, ſays, (a) That Moſes and the 
Prophets wrote altogether undey the Obſcu- 
rities of Parables, Enigmas, and Allegories; 
and that (5) the Wiſdom and Learning of a 
Chriſtian conſiſted in the Interpretation and 
Application of the ſaid prophetical Enig 

8 ow ic Hs has Tertullian 2 
that (c) the Law is Spiritual and Propheti- 
cal, and in almoſt all Points Figurative: 
And that (a) the Enigmas and Parables of it 
are tu be underſtood in another Senſe than 
that in which they are written. For (e) our 
Lord himſelf would have us to aim at the 
ſublime Senſe) of the Law, in which be 
came to fulfil it. Hear what Athanaſius 


_—_ 
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(a) Prophetz arcana & vulgari Captu ſublimiora ob- 

ſcuris Figuris convelarunt, Anigmatis, Allegoriis, Para- 

bolis, Oe. Cont. Celſ. Lib. VIII. ; 
(5) Verus Chriſtianiſmus confiftit in Interpretatione & 

Enarratione propheticorum Ænigmatum, Parabolarum- 

que aliarumque Figurarum, 7/b:d. Lib. I. 1 

(e) Ot nihil de Arcanis attingam ſignificantiis Legis 

ſpiritalis & propheticæ, & in omnibus pæne Argumentis 

figuratæ. Adv. Marcion. Lib. II. c. 19. 

d) Pleraque ſigurate portenduntur per ænigmata & 
Parabolas, aliter intelligenda quam ſeripta ſunt, Jbid, 
Tib. III. c. 5. vo F | ws i FD. 
(e] Dominus vult altius Legem intelligi, per carnalia, 

ſignificantem ſpiritalia, & hoc Nomine non deſtruens, 

extruens Legem. Ibid. Lib. IV. c. 19. | 


WJZ, WI, amd 8 


fay5 


under the Goſpel For the Goſpel is nothing 


Li) 
ſays, That (F) all Things, whether Hiſtori- 
cal or not, that are written in the Law and 
the Prophets, are prophetical of what will 
come to paſs in a ſuitable manner, under 
the New Teſtament; and accordingly; (g) 
the Law is ſpiritually to be interpreted, or 
it is uſeleſs for the Proof of ChriſPs being 
the Life and Completion of it. Hear what 


St. Hilary ſays, that (H) the Law is 4 


Glaſs throꝰ which we behold Things to come 


elſe than the ſpiritual Senſe of the Law 


Moſes ; whole Writings are a ſealꝰd Book, 


that 1s not to be open'd, but by a ſpiritual 
Interpretation of it. Hear what St. Je- 


= ſays, that (i) all the Scriptures of the | 


Old Teftament, myſtically treat of Things 


to come under the Goſpel : And whatſoever 


is written of the old Wraelites literally, is 
in a ſpiritual Senſe to be one Time or other 


mm 1 „ 


(f) Kala ovveyeras we ouy epiſat, ole est Th TW poco, 
zu Ty cep, as Th IS9e3Uperd. u wile ns uuns 
dalnuns. In Epiſt, ad Marcellin. Sect. 27. | 

(g) Mun nyovuevce Ta Voguou, & tun vc eU mus, 
aue jag. & c. In Fragm, Þf. 2. | 3 

) Lex eſt ſpeculum futurorum. —— Lex Evangelica 
quz eſt ſpiritus Legis.——Signantur omnia Legis & per 
ſolam ſpiritalem Do&rinam e In Pf. 11g. 

(1) Omnis ſcriptura & ſpecialiter Prophetæ futuro- 
rum Myſteriis involuti ſunt. In Jſaz. c. 18. e 
Populo Iſrael carnaliter promittitur, in Nobis fpiritali- 
5 e & compleri monſtramus. In Præfat. 25 IV. 

rem. | : 


fulfilled © 


” 
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fulflled in Chriſts Church. Laſtly, Hear and 


Prophecy, at preſent, might not be clear. 


above, out of the Fathers, to a vaſt Num- 
ber, if there was Occaſion for't. And in- 


fhould be Teachers of others, as (O) St. Paul 
mies to Allegories, . as that they have 


Principles of Chriſtianity exiſt in the fore: 


never arrive at the underſtanding of Di 
vine Oracles. SIT een 2 9p wo TO 


mean that it's ſo univerſal, as that God has 


— 


r 


Read () St. Auguſtin, who by many Ar- 
guments againſt Fauſtus, proves the Wri- 
tings of Moſes and the Prophets to be pro- 
phetical and typical, though the Spirit of 


ly diſcern'd in r 
I could multiply Teſtimonies, like thoſe 


deed I had not now mention'd ſo many; 
if the Clergy in general of this Age, who 


ſays, had not been ſuch Strangers to the 
Fathers, Apoſtates from primitive Doc- 
trine, Deſpiſers of Propheſyings, and Ene- 


Need that one teach them again, which be 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God: 
Which gos os "ay No, fundamentil 


{aid Opinions of the Fathers, or we ſhall J 


But when I ſpeak of the Apoſtacy of 
our Age, I would not be underſtood. to 


left himſelf without Witneſs, to the Truth : 


oe 4 
( Contra Fauſlum, Tib. XII. Sect. 37, 28. 5 | 5 


(1) Heb, v. 12. | 
| 7 above, 


1 
above: Our preſent moſt Reverend and 
Learned Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſays, 
„%) the allegorical Interpretation of the 
cripture, is juſtifiable on the Authority of 
the Apoſtles and Fathers of the Church. 
The great Huetius (n) pleads too hard for 
it. And the famous Dodell not only ſays, 
as above cited, that the Apoſtolical Rea- 


ſonings imply'd, that the whole Old Teſta- 
ment was prophetical of the New, but al- 


Iſo that the (o) prophetical Stile was Sym- 


Holical and Enigmatical, and that (p) Onei- 
Wrocriticks and Hieroglyphicks are of Uſe to- 


wards the underſtanding of the prophetical 
Books of the Old Teſtament. And though 
none of theſe great Men attain'd to the 
Art of Interpretation of Oracles (which is 


Ireſerv'd, ſays St. Clement (q) of Alexandria, 


for Men of peculiar Gifts and Talents at 
Parables) yet it is to their Praiſe and Ho- 
nour, that they adhered to the Divine Do- 
ctrine aforeſaid, upon the Authority of the 
Antients, both Jews and Fathers. 


[1 A - 
a Ps. YE Sh : * 


(m) In his Diſſertation on Barnabas's Epiſtle, 0 


(7) In Demonſtrat. Evang. p. 639. 


(o) Aliæ rurſus Prophetiæ, pro uſitato Prophetiarum 
Idiomate, ſymbolis, ænigmatibus involutz, ut ægre in- 
telligi poſſit, quænam fit prophetz aut Numinis Sententia. 
Diſſert. Cyprian. p. 6%. 6. FC 

(p) His Letters of Advice, p. 208. | 

(b) Ato du e ] Tmwy avdpomey =——=Tegupere me 
©:12, Toy Texainlaur gu · Strom, Lib, VI. gd 

| | n 
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And what's remarkable is, that when 
Luther, the Founder of Proteſtantiſm; «Ml 
the (7) Inſtigation of the Devil, firſt roi 
(5) againſt the Fathers, for their Allegorig 
on the Law and the Prophets; then di 
God open the Mouths of ſome (t) Anabaj. 
tiſte to his Reproof, declaring, that the lite 
ral Senſe of the Scriptures was of Anti 
chriſt + Which I was ſurprized at the Read 
ing of, and think them nothing leſs than 
inſpired, or they could never have hit up- 
on that Primitive and Apoſtolical Doctrine 
about Antichriſt, without reading the E 
thers, who are exactly of the ſame Mind: 
Neither, by the by, is there any other 
Reaſon to be aſſign'd, why St. Paul call 
Anti-chriſt, the A, (which we unhay- 
pily tranſlate the wicked One) but becaule 
he is the Adverſary to the Spirituality dl 
the Law, or to the Spirit of Prophecy that 
is in the Law of Moſes. as 


3 


2 


(r) Diſcourſe of the Grounds, p. 61. = 
(. Szpe teitatas ſum me valde abhorrere ab Allegorii 
& damnare earum ftudium ; quia Exempla & Veſtigia 
Patrum me terrent, qui ſuis Allegoriis obſcurant Doarr 
nam. Hortor itaque Studioſos T heologiz, ut tug! 
ant hoc Genus Interpretations in ſacris Litteris, quia Al 
legoria eſt pernicioſa. In Geneſ. cap. 30. | ; 
(t) Senſum literalem provenire aiunt ex homine veteri, 
ex naturali Mundi Spiritu, atque ex Anti- chriſto. Glaſt 
Philolog. Sacr. p. 26. | 
| | I have 
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hl 1 have no more at preſent to add, Sire, 
than to beſeech you to hold in Earneſt, 
ar hat the Author of the Diſcourſe does but 
rien 7e/t, the Affirmative of the Queſtion in 
di iſpute, viz. That the Old Teſtament is 
rely typical and prophetical of the Ne, 
lit: nd t hat it is impoſſible to prove our Jeſus 


g be the Meſſias, any othertoiſe, than by 
wing how he does, and will fulfil all 


10 hat is written in the Law and the Pro- 
up ber. If you will heartily embrace this 
in Opinion, and endeavour to illuſtrate the ' 
F. Truth of it, you ſhall not want my Aſſiſt- 


ace. I know not what you may think 3; 

Hut [ am ſure I have done you ſignal Ser- 

ice already, in reſcuing the Five Prophe- 

les of the Old Teſtament, that are cited 

Wy the Evangeliſts, out of the Hands and 

Pbjections of your Adverſary: And if 

Either he or you give me Occaſion, I can A 
rite more largely to the Support and II- A 

aſtration of the ſaid Prophecies. But if 

you will not be prevail'd on to eſpouſe the 

ſnrmative of the Queſtion, and write 

nanfully in Defence of it (as I am not 

without Apprehenſions you will not, be- 

auſe of the Conſequence of it) then I turn 

ny ſelf to the Author of the Diſcourſe, &c. 

o whom I addreſs my ſelf in the man- 

ner following. i 
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I heartily thank you, Sir, for vou 


Diſcourſe of the Grounds, &c. which is: 
great Curioſity, and ſuch a Production 


as J could not flatter my ſelf with the 
hopes of ſeeing.) Theſe Thanks proceed 


not from my Approbation of your Princi 


ples, nor from the Similitude of my Faith 
or Infidelity with yours (you have more 
Reaſon and Learning, and are better able 
to paſs a Judgment on this Moderatorill 
Treatiſe, than to conclude ſo) but from 
the Conſideration of the Uſefulneſs of you 
Work, which will tend more to the Difco 


very and Illuſtration of Truth, than almoſ 
all the Books which have been written in 


theſe laſt Ages. It was to a Celſus tha 
the Church ow'd her Origen, who neither 


would, nor could have written with that 


Acuteneſs and Strength of Reaſon, in De. 


fence of Chriſtianity, if the other's' Sajy 


againſt our Religion, had not ſharpen( 
his Wit and Pen. So your ingenious and 


learned Performance, which cloſely attacks 


Chriſtianity, will quicken and arouſe our 
modern Advocates for Religion, out o 
their wonted Dulneſs and Impertinence, to 
a proper Vindication of it; or they muk 
of neceſſity part with it, if you perſiſt in 
your Objections, and continue to batte! 
the Church with ſuch Armour. 


Law] 

Your Apology, by way of Preface, Sir; 
for Mr. Whifton's Liberty of Writing, is moſt 
rational; and it was kindly and charitably 
done of you; and it's a Sign of your ſin- 
cere Affection for him, that you publiſh'd 
it. I know not whether he has given you 
Thanks, and expreſs'd his Obligations to 
you for it; but I am ſure it is his Duty to 
do it. For his Eſſay, and Deſign to bring 
our good Old Bible into Diſ-efteem, and to 
publiſh a New one of his own Invention, 
for the Uſe of Poſterity, is ſo provoking, 
that I wonder how he eſcaped the Blanket 
at leaſt, before you ſo ſeaſonably inter- 
poſed between him and Danger. If our 
Clergy, and other Preachers, had not been 
bridled by the Civil Authority, or if they 
had not been abated of the Zeal and Met- 
tal of their Anceſtors, he muſt have gone 
to Pot. The greateſt Advocates for Liber- 
ty of Conſcience among Proteſtant Prieſts, 
ſuch as was John Calvin himſelf, would not 
formerly have born with Mr. Whiſton, but 


would have committed him to the Flames, 


or the Gallows, after Seruetus; and when 
they had done it, being Men of Reſerves 
and Diſtinctions upon ſuch Occaſions too, 


would have nicely diſtinguiſh'd between 
Perſecution for Conſcience, and Zeal for 


God's Glory, which, I dare fay, in the 
Opinion of ſome now, would juſtify = 
| — eng 


TT. 
worſt Treatment that could be given him. 
But, I thank God, Mr. VThiſton, for whom 
you and [I have a Reſpect, is out bf Dan- 
ger, through your kind Interpoſition in 
his Behalf. And as the Strength of your 
Reaſons for Liberty of Writing, and the 
Potency of your Arguments againſt his 
pernicious Defign to annul the Authority 
of our Bible, has preſerv'd him at preſent - 
from Proteſtant Fury; ſo, for his future 
Security, I will do what I can to make him 
{uch an inconfiderable and. contemptible 
Writer, as ſhall effectually remove the 
8 and Indignation of the Clergy againſt 
. oY 
Some, perhaps, Sir, may be apt to 
think, that your own Book ſtood in need 
of ſuch an Apology for Liberty of Writing; 
and that it was more for your own Safety, 
than for Mr. Whifon's, that you publiſh'd 
it, But none that conſider the Difference 
of your Caſes, can think ſo. The worſt 
that can be ſaid of you, is, that you have 
publiſh'd ſome Doubts and Scruples about 
Prophecies, which our eminent Divines 
had occaſion'd; and which, to avoid giv- 
ing Offence to weak Brethren, you have 
cover'd under good Arguments, for the 
prophetical Interpretation of the Old Te- 
ſtament. But Mr. V. openly and profeſ- 
ſedly denies the Authority of our Bible, 
upon 


— 


I Ss 
| upon which many "Thouſands of good 
Proteſtants, having read it to their Conſo-— 
lation and Inſtruction, are gone to Heaven. 
This is ſo provoking, that none hardly, 
but Gentlemen of your Candour, could bear 
with. | f by ; 
But whether you, Sir, or Mr. V. ſtood. 
moſt in Need of ſuch an Apology, I care 
not. It's nothing to me, who will be ſo 
cautious in the Opinions and Principles I 
advance, as to want no ſuch Excuſe for 
them. Though I do write againſt Prote- 
ſtantiſin, as well as Popery, and againſt 
the Hire of our Prieſts, as well as their 
Miniitry of the Letter, which ſome may 
think very provoking of our good -hu- 
mour'd Clergy; yet the Authority of the 
Fathers, for whom they, as well as. I, 
| ſhould have a Veneration, is my Protec- 
tion; and I will never be beholden to 
ſuch an Apology as yours is. So long as I 
keep within the Bounds of primitive Doc- 
trine, as in truth I can't write Senſe 
without it, I am ſafe, The Biſbops and 
Fathers of this Church, for that ſimili- 
tude of Name they bear to the Fathers of 
the primitive Church, will not only guard 
me againſt the Rage of their ſubordinare 
Pafors and Curates; but unqueſtionably 
will do all the Honour they can, to a _ 
9 a 


1 [152 ] - 
ſo ſingularly skilFd in the antient and pr 
mitive Writings, as Ia m. 
But after all the Praiſes and Commends- 
tions of your Apology for Liberty of Wri- 
ting, let me tell you, Sir, there are. two or 
three Defects in it. The - ma 


Firſt is, That you forgot to enlarge on 
the Excellency 4 our. Civil Government, 
on its tender. Regard for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, and that Freedom to write and 
print our Minds about Religion, which 
Mr. V. and you too (as others think) in 
an extraordinary manner, reap the Benefit 
of. This Indulgence of our Governors, 
proceeds not from their Coolneſs and In: 
differency about Religion, but is founded 
on primitive Principles, and a right Zeal 
for the Truth,. which they are conſcious 
can no otherwiſe be ſearch'd into, found 
out, and propagated, than by Liberty of 
Writing. Neither do I think, for all this, | 
(notwithſtanding the Inſinuation of Prieſts 
ſometimes to the contrary) that our Go- 
vernors want a rea] Affection for our eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. It's a Sign ſtill, that they 
are zealous on her Side, or they would not, 
for the better Preſervation of the Church, 
keep the Clergy out of Convocation: Which 
though fome may think a depriving them 


of that Freedom of Debate within Doors, 
which 


© 7 a3 
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+ MW which others enjoy without, yet I am of 
an Opinion, that it's of Advantage to the 
a- Clergy, that their Hands and their Tongues 
i- are thus ty'd up, er they might be bring- 
or Ning Ruin upon themſelves, as well as exe- 
Nauting their Wrath upon ſuch Authors as 
are you and Mr. V. And therefore you 
n Two, as well as the Clergy, ought to ext 
t, preſs your Fhankfulneſs for the Happineſs 
. of the Adminiſtration you live under. 
„ eee, / Rs 
h Secondly, If you, Sir, in your Apology 
in for Mr. ¶ bitton's Liberty of Writing, had 
it more inveigh'd againſt! Subſcriptions to 2 
„ et of Principles and Opinions, you had 
done well. Oaths and, Subſcriptions. to 


d Forms and Tenets in Religion, are certain- 
y a great Lett and Impediment to an En- 
1s W9uiry into Truth. Some Men will think 
d themſelves bound in Conſcience to abide 
f by what they have ſworn and ſubſcribed 
„so; and if they ſhould happen to; be con- 


vinc d of their Errors, yet for Credit and 
Reputation's ſake, will not openly write 
againſt thein: And ſuch Men commonly 
are of the cleareſt Heads, as well as of the 
greateſt Modeſty, who, if their Shackles 
of Subſcriptions were broken off, would be 
Tr uth's beſt Advocates. Aud though ſuch 
Vaths and Subſcriptions in this laſt Age, 
ve not been that Hindrance to the Ad- 

£ FEC 
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Things that the Clergy play faſt and looſe 


they may be accounted Truth's Enemie 


£ 
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their Wit for the Edification and Inſtrui 
on of others. But whatever they may de 


. 
vancement of Truth, as one in Specula 
tion might have thought; for they ar 


with, and do both write and- preach tog 
againſt, as well as for the eftabliſh'd Dor. 
trine of the Church; yet for all that 


in as much as they are or ought to be obli 
gatory. I know not whether any of the 
Clergy wiſh theſe weak Fences of: the 
Church laid quite open, which their om 
Breach through, has brought Diſgrace up- 
on themſelves, as well as a Burden upoi 
their Conſciences; but I wonder they dont 
deſire ſuch a Releaſe, when they might 
change their Principles without Reproach, 
write for or againſt any Opinions in Rel. 
gion without Fault, and freely exerciſe 


P ©” "HA 
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ſire and think in this Caſe ; as ſolemn Sub f 
ſcriptions to Articles of Religion, and the WIC 


Violation of them have been the Infam Mo 


of the Clergy, the Nurſery of Ignorance ſt 
and the Cauſe of Infidelity ; ſo I belie / 
the Eſſence of the New Jeruſalem, which t 
will deſcend from above, will conſiſt in t 
Freedom to hold what is right in our Eyes I 
when, as (1) St. Clement of Alexandria ſays 


(a) Tegomianye ef os 7 oillixers Tous emo erer 1 
ae. ir Lib. 1 88 e N ( 
| Men 
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Men without Reſtraint, will er contem- 
proce on Divine Things. Bat, 4 


Thirdly 7 -when Exldkinicl Re- 


Joc Wvenues are appropriated to a Set of Men, 
tat of particular Principles, is another Impe- 
ies aiment to a free Enquiry. after Truth, 
bl. ou, Sr, ſhould have more enlarg'd on 


this Topick, and I wonder how a Man 
of your Penetration and Zeal for Truth, 
could paſs it by. Intereſt is the greateſt | 
Biaſs on the Judgment; that does ſo blind 
Men's Eyes, that they will not, though 
uche y do, ſee their Errors, The Prejudice Fe 
rt Education, and the Obligation of Oaths, 

i are not, comparatively, ſo great Stumbling- 
Blocks in the way of Fruth, as 1s Intereſt. 

This will hold Men faſt to any the worſt 
of Errors. Neither is there any Worſhip 

{ irrational, that even, intelligent Perſons 
for Preferment will not conform to. The 
Clergy will allow of this Truth, if their 
own Inconſtancy in Religion, and Muta- 
bility of their Eccleſiaſtical Shapes, for 
filthy Lucre*s ſake did not prove it. And 
e we hear now and then of a Prieſt, 
that for Religion, and a good Conſcience, 
will give up his Intereſt, yet what's that 
to the reſt of them. A Calf will have 
his Worſhippers for Intereſt ſooner than 
the "Mm Jeſus ; ; and Mammon more Vo- 


1 


U 2 _. taries 


3.00 
taries than the God of Heaven. An eſt. 
bliſh'd Hire for Prieſts to officiate in holy 
Things, is ſo abſurd and nonſenſical, that 
one may wonder how it came in Uſe. I 
God will have his Miniſters among Meg 
let him call them to the Office, as he did 
Aaron, and be their Inheritance. Ther 
is no more Reaſon why Men ſhould pay 
God's Priefts, than'whiy they ſhould impoſe 
them on him. I God's Prieſts are to 1 
ceive their Wages of Men, they will tel 
Lies of him for their '6wti Advantage. 
Aulus Gellius ſays, there's no (v) Credit 
to be given to 4 South. ſayer and Diving, 
Vo officiates for Victuals and Money, for 
he will footh the People up with tin: 
Words, to entlich himſelf. And St. Cle 
ment of Aleranũrih ſays, (that it ſhould 
be the principal Care of 4 Miniſter d 
Chriſt, to keep Himſelf unſuſpłcted of co 
vetous Deſigns upon the Purſes of the 
People. The primitive Preachers of the 
Goſpel did, as (Z) Origen ſays, not only ſ 
WL K $6.2 Hoe 7501, 1951) T6 Ya 
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© (x) Nihil credo Auguribus, qui aures Verbis divitant 
alienas, ſuas ut auro locupletant- Domos. Noct. An. 
„ Zo os oo 

( O ft Sf verde A bt ogy Oeoy ep] 
tun Kepeus vera, & c. Strom. Lib. IJ. 
Nec objici poteſt Chriſtianos Lucri Cauſa, qui nil 
coguntur pre Inopia, recuſant accipere Victui neceſſaris 
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acquit 


C 457 J 
acquit themſelves of all Suſpicion of world- 
ly Aims after filthy Lucre, but have left 
many Invectives;upon Record, like tneſe 

(a) referr d to, againſt Prenching for Hire; 


which ſhew, that they never ĩmagin d that 


Divination for Money would ever come 
again into Uſe, unleſs it was according to 
St. Auguſtin, under an () Anti- Chriſtian 
Prieſt hood. It would be of good Uſe" to 
make a large Collection of Teſtimonies, 
which the Fathers abound with, aguinſt an 


Hlireling Prieſthood, Which no Man, Sir, 
is abler to do than your ſelf, not can pub- 


liſh it with a better Grace. The Clergy 
do account you a'confiderable Adverfary, 
or they would not, in Politicks, have ta- 
ken ſo much Noties of you. And as you 
are endow'd with an honeſt Zeal for the 
Advancement of true Wiſdom ; ſo I hope 
it will prompt you to make ſuch a Collec- 
tion, with your Notes on it, which will 
touch Error, Hereſy, and Ignorance to the 

Quick. | 
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(4) Ergo ne quid in Miniſterio noſtro Venale ſit, ad- 
monemur, neque hoc Apoſtolatus noſtri opus fiat, Auri 
& Argenti Poſſeſſio. Zilar, in Matt c. 10. Set: 5. Om- 


nes Sacerdotes qui Domum Patris faciunt Domum Nego- 


3 a ere " .* 7 
ciationis & Lucra' quzrunt de Populis, Cananæi appellan- 
di fant. Hieron. in Proph. Oſee, £i de. e nh 
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_ (6) In Libro de Anti-Chriſto,, ge” 
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We read how our Saviour drove the 
Buyers and Sellers of Sheep and Oxen, 
Sc. out of the Temple; which Story l 
believe nothing of according to the Let. 
ter; for it is recorded but as a Parable, ac. 
cording to the (c) Fathers, of what he will 
do to Balyloniſo Merchants, and Miniſters 
of the Letter, who ſell (d) Bulls and Blun. 
ders, &c. And why may not vou, with 
your Wit and Reaſon, in the mean while, 
laſhing fuch Mercenaries out of the 
Church, which they have turn'd into a Den 
The Biſbop of Lichſield, Dr. Clark, and 


others, are for literal. Prophecies, and lite. 
ral Accompliſhments, of which, in their 
own Imaginations, they have collected 
great Numbers for your Information and 
Converſion. Can't you, Sir, by way of 
Return, for their Inſtruction, put them 
in Mind of the Prophecy in Micab, that's 
come to paſs in our Church, that Prieſts 


— 


(e) Non enim babebant ( Judzt) quod venire poſſent 
neque erat, quod emere quis poſſet: ſed Przfiguratio fu- 
turorum dictis præſentibus continetur. Eccleſiæ Vitia in 
ipſo Dominicæ Claritatis Adventu eſſe purganda. H# 
Tar. in Matt. cap. 21. Sect. 4. Ingredietur Chriſti pote- 
ſtas in Eccteham & ejiciet Vendentes, Cc. Oripen. in 
Matt. cap. 21. Tra, 166. e 

(4) To ray Agyteewy audagayaor Toter, Tos Coat 
mne 5 T1 Exam Theophyl. in Johan. Evang. 


cap. 4. g | 
4 (e) preach 
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( e preach for Hire, and divine for Money, 


and then ask them hy this Prophecy may 
not be received into the Number of their 
literal ones. I am for the allegorical Inter- 
pretations of the Law and Prophets; but 


for all that, upon the Authority of the () 


Fathers, I believe and experience, there 
are ſome literal Intermixtures of Prophe- 


| cies, which are rarely diſcernable, without 
allegorizing the Context. But the Pro- 


phecy before us ſtares us in the Face, could 
never have reſpect to the Prieſts in the 
Days of Micah, but has had to this Day 


its completion under the Goſpel in a ſcan- 


dalous manner: And I know not why you 
ſhould not teaze theClergy a little with it ; 
and then appeal to the World, whether 
they are not more blind than your ſelf, 
againſt the Light of Prophecy, and more 


incorrigible and inflexible upon the Evi» 


dence and Force of it. It is plain enough 
from St. Jerome, (g) that this Prophecy of 
Micah points at the Biſbops, Prieſts, and 
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(e) Micah iii. 11. 


(J Sunt quædam ita pronunciata in Scripturis, ut 
GR Nubilo carent, Tertul, de Carnis Reſur. 
cap. 2 8 | N * | ; # ku 4 | 
eg) Si quis autem hxc——ad Eccleham trans ſerat 
liquido pervidebit, quod Principes & Sacerdotes non 
ſint alii niſi Epiſcopi, Presbyteri, & Diaconi. In To- 
cum. 217 | 5 25 | 


Deacons | 
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Deacons of our Times. Whereu pon you 
might here raiſe a pleaſant Gorrravealy to 
the Diverſion of the Town; in which, if 
I am appointed Modleratur, I would make 
this Propoſal (for the ſake of Peace and 
Reconciliation) that you ſhould ſubſcribe 
to the Truth of Chriſtianity upon their ob. 
ſeure Prophecies; and abſurd Application: 
of them, if they will renounce Prieſt. 
_ Craft and part with their Mages of Un 
righreouſmeſs, upon that moſt — and ma- 
nifeſt Prediction of Micah, that can be le 
vell'd at them. Which of, you will be the 
for wardeſt to come into this Propoſal, i 
not hard to gueſs. 

But whether you, Sir, wall do this a 
ſo enlarge wit ty Apolog for Liberty of 
Writing, or not; I hope you will reneu 
your Aſſault upon the Church, into whole 
dirty Walls you have made a large Breach. 
Lou don't want for Armour and Artillery 
to ply againſt her. Your own Magazine 
of Learning is not only well ſtored, but 
your late Opponents, the pretended De. 
fenders of Chriſtianity, have put freſt 
Weapons and Ammunition into your 
Hands. And if you don't make another 

Attack foon' upon the Church, che Clergy 
will glory and inſult, that chey have beat- 
en you with the pooreft Flirte and Squirt. 


of Reaſon and Arguments, that ever, in 
EIS my 
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my Opinion were uſed in the Field of f Po- 

to kiel Theology. 7 | 
if don't in the leaſt queſtion thang bat 
e you will aſſault the- Church, and her 
1d Guards again; neither do J hope for this, 
'X Jas if 1 wiſh'd Chriſtianity Cabbvarted,: but 
b- only to make the Advocates for Religion, 
and the pretended Guards of the Church, 
. bo betake themſelves to the proper Argu- 
„nents and Weapons of Defence. The 
. true Church of Chriſt is founded on a 
e. Rock, which no Power nor Force of the 
le Wit and Reaſon of her Enemies, will be 
able to ſtorm and beat down: And if in 
the End your Infidelity ſhould be battled, 

the Clerg, -y will not triumph. The 
Church's Victory will be more to their 
Shame, than your Diſhenour. And you 
can't ingloriouſly depart the Field af Bat 

tle, when the Clergy: will: grieye moſt to 
ſee vou — Nay, when the Truth 
of Chriſtianity ſhall be clearly proved, and 
eltabliſh'd on its ſure Foundation of Pro- 
phecy, it will turn to your great Honour, 
who have heen ſuch a neceſſary and uſe- 
ful Means of it. And whether you, or 
the Clergy, wiſh moſt to ſee the Cchuren 
of Chriſt-eſtabliſh'd on her firm Baſis of 
the allegorical and 2” e Sonia of the 
Scriptures, is 5 NO o Queſt ion. 
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1 | 
The Clergy: reproach you with writinglg 
againſt Chriſtianity, under the Diſguiſe off 
writing for it: Can't you turn quick upon 


them ; and prove that they, in their Wii. 


tings, advance ſuch Principles that are, in 
Reaſon, and upon the Autharity off the 
Fathers, deſtructive of all Religion. 
need not direct you to this Proof, it being 
obvious, that they, upon Conſequence 
may be charged with Atheiſin, and down- 
right Enmity to Chriſtianity, mask'd with 
godly Pretences. Neither would I abſo- 
lutely adviſe you to enter upon ſuch ! 
Proof; becauſe the Clergy: will bring 
themſelves off by an Acknowledgment» of 
the Weakneſs of their Underſtandings, and 
clearly acquit themſelves of all Malice and 


Hatred to Chriſt's Church,” becauſe. of the 


worldly Intereſts they reap in her:zother- 
wiſe they might! be taken upon Suſpicion, 


for the worſt Adyerſaries to the Chriſtian 


Religion, that! ever wrote: | CHORITU TE 40 
But at them again, Ibeſeech you, St; 


a with your more open Objections, again 


either the literal -or: allegorical! Interpreta- 
tions of the Scriptures, Tell them plain 


ly, that you'll believe nothing of Chriſtia 


nity, till they have made Chriſt's! Meſtab- 
ſhip clearly out; from his Coinpletion of 
the Types and Prophecies of the Old Te 
ſtament. Reproach them with their 1 — 

4 | ? | ſtacy 


4 


Zh, [ 163 J 
riting ſtacy from the Doctrine of the primitive 
ue of Church, concerning Prophecy: Or, if you 
upon will, ridicule the Fathers of the Church, 
Wi. after your wonted manner, for a Crew of 
© 1 Ywhinſicel maggot-pated Fellows, or they 
the would never have form'd ſuch Chimerical 
INotions on the Scriptures, Which, accord- 


lng ing to the celebrated (h) Mr. Dallee, haue 
2nce WM more Solidity in them thun Caſtles of 
n. Card, which little Children: ate wont to 
vith te. Make a large Collection of their alle- 
blo- Ngorical Whimfies, and expoſe them to the 
ng WE which Work the Fathers and I will forgive 
. you) and then appeal to the World, Whe⸗ 
an 


ther our Clergy are not a Company of cre- 


and A dulous Fools, to take a Religion upon Truſt, 
che from ſuch weak, eaſy, fanciful, and ſuper- 


ſtitious Men, as the Apoſtles and Fathers of 
on, te Church were, Whoſe Principles they 
au Wire aſhamed of, and, for the Honour of 
their Religion, are forc'd to depart from 
them. Or if the Clergy diſdain to be 
ut calbd Fools in this Caſe; then, to mend 
the Matter, tell the World what K--- they 
1: Ware, for Intereſt only, to adhere to a Reli- 
ion, which they know in their Conſci- 
ences, is not tenable upon the Principles 


h oo" p Sa abs bs R | 1 [ _ 
(b) Of the Je of the Farbers, Book II. Chap. 3. 
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as 7 WD, 
and Opinions of its firſt Founders, whom 
over and over again, 3 confeſs to be ig 
norant, erroneous, and faulty Men. 
- You have, Sir, I think, to this Purpoſe 
already, with your Wit, laſh'd St. Pau,, 
St. John, St. Barnabas, Fuſtin Martyn 
and ſome others of our primitive Saintz 


for their allegorical and unintelligible Fan. 
cies. It Was, I 5 it ſeriouſſy, wel 


done of you: And the Apoſtles and Fs 
thers of the Church, I dare ſay, were they 


now alive, would not blame you, but n. 


ther encourage you to do it much more, 
They and I only intreat you to ſpare the 
Holy Feſus, and exerciſe as little of your 


Satyr upon him and his Words, as may 


be. Lou was very hard pon him for that 


his famous Saying, in St. Clement of Ron, 
about his ſecond (i) Advent; which Saying 

I, when I firſt read it, many Tears ſince, 
ſaluted with Veneration, and with ſo much 


the more, after I faw it repeated hy: St. 
Clement of Alexandria; but am now in 
a Tranſport, upon underſtanding the my: 


tical Senſe of it. Lou, Sir, did amiſs 


by tranſcribing and publiſhing that Paſſage, 
much more by ſeeming to ſneer at it. 


= WW TD 2 : : ” J 
23 4 


(i) Cum duo erunt unum, & quod foris, ut quod intus 
eft, & maſculum cum femina, neque Mas, neque Fxmi- 


Don't 


pretati ſunt, De Cenſenſ, Evang. Lib, I. Seck, 9. 
(am) Revel. iv. 6. e 


f F ; . 
$6 % A be. 8 
* 4 *. 6 — 5 * 2 


' Don't you ſee, our preſent good Art bbiſbop 


of Canterbury, in Regard to the Honour 
of the Holy Jeſus, of in Pity to the Weak- 


neſs of St. Clement, has expunged ( that 


Paſſage out of his Engliſh Tranſlations of 
the Apoſtolical -Epiſtles ; and, for all that, 
is as much an Enemy to Mutilations, In- 
terpolations, and corrupt Tranſlations of 
old Authors, as any one can be: There - 
fore you, having this Example before you, 
was to blame for expoſing the ſaid Paſſage 
to publick View. But if you will make a 
Collection of the ridiculous Aſſertions, and 
Opinions of the Apoſtles and Fathers of 


the Church, I will aſſiſt you in it, and 1 


kelp you to expoſe them, and our mo- 
dern Clerg y, to Contempt, by the! Means 
of them. H ir Vin dh egen 


What can be more ridiculous and nau- 
ſeous, than the Opinion of St. Auguft in, 
and of other Fathers, that () the Four 
Evangeliſts were the Four Apocalyptical 
Beaſts, (n) full of Eyes before and bebind. 
[ know not what Number of Eyes the Evan- 
geliſts might have in their Heads and Back- 


ry * 4 — , _ . — r a 
7 e. * \ Feng | l F | 1 r_ , #<a n # 
% © 7 \ 
1 ? 


 (b) At the End of St. Clement's Second Bpiſtle. 
(1) Unde mihi videntur, qui ex Apocalypſi illa quatu- 
or Animalia ad intelligendos quatuor Evangeliſtas inter- A 


5 ſides ; 
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fides ; but you, Sin, can't think they had 
any inf their Underſtandings, or they would 
never have written fuch àbſurd mA iney- 
herent Stuff, that, for many Ages of the 
Church, has puzzled the Pates of the Cle. 
g, who, if they had not gotten a Penny 
by it, would never have told ſo many 
Lies, nor have publiſh'd ſuch budünge 
Paraphraſes to five their Credit. 

Who can make a greater Bull than 8. 
Fobn, by cabling (n) an Eagle a Beaſt; for 
our Engliſh Tranſlation is Orthodox, be- 
ing made by our pious and learned Refor 
mers ; neither would our late Interpreters 
of St: FJobn, who, to be ſure, are Critichi 
in the Greek Tongue, have let ſuch a Blun- 
der paſs uncorrected, if the Word ge, 
did properly lignify any "Tug elſe than a 
Sora Bft. 

Did not St. Pau! (o) gtolly impoſe apo 
the Underſtandings and Credulity of Men, 
when he ſaid, he had been emule 1 into 
Paradiſe, and beartt unſpeakable Wards, 
which it is not lawful For a Man ro ter. 
I wonder he did not tell us, whether it 
was a Chariot or a Backer,  thht he was ta- 
ken up, and let down in: But he was ſo 
cunning: anc. cautious as to 5 he coul 
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(o) 2 Cor, xii. 2, 3, 4. 
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How, 8 


e 


not tell, oh it ' was in the Body, or 


our. of the Body, that he went to Heaven, 
becauſe it muſt bee be very difficplt for 
him to know that, and becauſe; the Aſſer- 
tion, one way or other, would have {pod 
the Story, and expoled it to the W and 
Exceptions of others. w 2000 
Who ean be more ignorant Pak 85 5 
nabzs, ho intimates, (p) that under the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, the Amalekites will be 
again beaten, and much after the ſame Fa- 


nion, they were under the Oonduct of 


Moſes ? If St. Barnabas had had apy Skill 


in Hiſtory and Geography, he might have 


known that Amalek was an extinguiſh'd 


Nation: And yet St, Gregory) Nyſſen has 


no more Wit, tha eredulouſſy ta fwallow; 
down this; Opinion of Barnabas, and to 


tell us how (4) Maſes's Hands will be a 


gain lifted up in the Day of Battle 
No leſs ignorant is Origen himſelf, fon 


lying, that the (r) Moabires, and Ammo- 


nites, would not be received into the 


; 1 
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(9) Sublatis Mien Mete «6 beet Legis i in altif⸗ 
mos Senſus Accommodationem, Demiſſio vero humi-' 
wa terrenam & literalem Expoſitionem. De Vita Mo- 
* 

(r) Sed _ qui ſciat, quid de Ammonitis & Moabi-” 
tis ſeriptura Uicit, qui in tertiam & quartam Proge- 
niem non introibunt in Eccleſiam Domini. In Geneſ. exix. 


Church, 


. 
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f Church till the third or urch Age” of 


i 
4 


(s) Moab & Ammon jaxt Ten ſunt Hzreti | 
ci, qui ſub Nomine. Chriſti cenſentur, & vicini mags 
quam Shy eau Terrz ſanctæ. In Jerem. cap. 12. 

_ (8) Hd. Hieren. in Exebiel. cap. 25. 

c- ulier curvata intolligitur Eguräre Eecleſut 1am) 
quam in ſexta. Mundi ztate a Captivitate Diaboli Jes 
Uberabit. In Oueſt, 25, Pr bal Tb 

(x) Luke Xl. 1 © "EY 


H her Wilderneſs State. I wonder in my 

tt Hearty where he imagir'd thoſe! Nations, 
1 while Narb and Memorial is bury'd and 

4 forgotten, would de then found: But 
qi St. Feromè, to ſalve the Reputatiot of Ori. 
1. gen, tells us (but we have more Wit than 
bf to believe him) that theſe Moabites and 

. Ammonites are (s) Hereticks and Apoſtates 

| of the latter Times; and (t) he and other 

7 Fathers make ſuch. 3 lively Repreſentation 

j of their Priefts, 28 if they: had forme Folks 

| in vie ee AT e | 
as Bat. what! more abſurd than St, M7 ibis 
Wo flew s (u) Aſſertion, that the poor (x) Wo 
oz man of the Goſpel, whom Satan had bow! 

1 down, and Who labour'd under a Spirit of 

of Infirmity, was a Type of the Church; and 
5 that this very Age, in which we now live, 
bl is the 18th Tear of her Infirmity, and The MW 

g is accordingly to be healed by our Jeſus. 1 
ky 7 N ne" yo og for woo 1 of We 
Vie f. 59. 101 i [ 
i — BSO5 BILE Z 6 — 
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_ Jn 2 
St. Auguftin, could* not forbear making 
farther 'Enquiry'after this Woman. And, 


for Want of better Authors and Hiſtori- . 


ans, J examin'd the Fathers throughly'; 
| # "e's S . # $5. 4 7 wb 4 ba uy 7 a! ST 
who, to paſs by many Particulars of: her 
Life, told me, ſhe now cohabited with 
one GO, Whether in à conjugal or 


adulterous State, lll not ſay; but they pos 


litively affirm'd, that the Clergy" of this 
Day are the Children of that unhappy 


Couple. Teould not tell how to believe 


this, nor to %gaincſay it. But when St. 


Cyril of Alexandria told me, that our Cler- 


oy were all bow'd down to the Earth; like 
their Mother; and without any Ears, 
Eyes, and other Senſes, like their Father, 
then den yd the whole; and wW¹O would 
not? For our Cle#gy are as upright, ſmugy 
and clever Fellows, as ever were of the 


to't, that they were deform'd to the laſt 
degree; and ſme Teſtibus too, which was 
the Reaſon they could not Propagate: And 
moreover, the Fathers were ünanimouſly 
politive that our Clergy,” for Deformity, 
are the Men excepted againſt by the Law: . 
of Moſes, as unqualified for the Prieſt- 
hood; becauſe the Peralon of Wiſdom, the 


Fohod of Prophecy, the'Logium of the 
Law, the Lyim and Thummim of Interpre- 


tation, and other ſacerdotal Veſtments, 


EE àw 


Prieſthood 2 But for all this St. Cyril ſtood 


7 , 


a 2 
did no more become them, than a Saddl: 
did a Sox's Back. I forbear to produce 


8 


Clergy. op or OF ATOMS | WE 
Such Stories and Opinions as theſe, &, 


re than you can do, 
if you was to write openly : And if you 
will, you may upbraid them with the Sto- 
ry laſt told, and leave it upon me to make 
gut the Tyuth of it. 


_— 
And when your Hand is in, why ſhould 
not you expoſe, and make your ſelf merry 
with the Traditions of the antient'Fews, 
whoſe Authority the Clergy ſometimes 
quote, and who, one would think, ſhould 
have had more Wit, but are really greater 
Fools than the Fathers, for monſttous and 
incredible Stories of their Mæſſiab; or they 
would not believe that he was born long 
ſince, and does not reveal himfelf, but paſ- 
ſes his Time in the ()) Garden of Eden, till 
Elizs ſhall come to anoint him : Or they 
would not believe that the Meſſiab, when 
he is manifeſted, will firſt wage (Z) War 
with the Moabites (by which Name ſome 
latter (4) Jetes have had the Impudence to 
ſtigmatize us good Proteſtints) and that a 
dtar of Divine Light, will be the Progno- 
ſtick of his coming againſt them: Or they 
would not believe that the Meſſiab, at his 
coming, would inſtitute a great and moſt 
ſplendid ( Feaſt, at which the Leviathan 


8 * of, 8 A at ; — _ 


(y) Quidam inter Horti Eden Dzlicias ævum (Meſs. 
ham ) agita re volunt cum Elia, à quo ungendus eſt olim 

Lætitiæ Oleo, cum ad Muneris ſui Adminittrationem pro- 
dibit. Apud Rtuetium. in Demonſ. Evang. p. 362. 

] Venturum eſſe Scilonem; Regem Meſſiam pugna- 

tyrumque, contra Edomæos & Moabitas, Meyr de Gener. 

Iman. p. io. cis ce en 

) Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews, p. 382. 
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„ 
and Behemoth would be ſerv'd up in two 
Dighes, and that Michael che Archangel 
buy Sound of Trumpet, would invite the 
People to this glorious and delicious Enter- 
tainment: Or they would not believe, 
ſay, many more ſuch-like (c) idle Tales, as 
theſe of their Meſſiah. I, to confeſs my 
Weakneſs ingenuouſly, had no more Senſe, 
Sir, than to take theſe, Traditions upon 
Truſt, and did really think with the, old 
1 Feu, that the eating of Leviathan and 
4 | Behemoth (though they were à Fiſh and a | 
bf (Beaſt of a -moſt prodigious Size) would 
not ſo much fill our Zellies, as our Souls 
with Celeſtial and Divine Knowledge. 
When] read part of your Book, I vas in 
hopes that you and ſhould have been 
two prime Gueſts at the foreſaid Princely 
Feaſt; but ſince you have. no Reliſh for 
Myſteries, of which J am moſt yoracious, 
Lalmoſt deſpair of your Company; and ſo 
we will leave that 1 Tradition upon 
the ſame Foot with the Cabaliſtical (d) 
Marriage- Supper in St. John, of whoſe Apo- 


o — — 
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6e Novi equidem eſſe inter illos qui hzc omnia alle 
gorice explicant, quod nempe ſub his hyperbolicis & 
carnalibys figuris magnitudo bonorum & gaudiorum 
celeſtium ſpiritualis .. Buxtorf. Synag. cap. 
50% f. // Oy 1H ven DEL OS YLWIES 8 
+ (4) Revel. vic 4% 
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calypſe 


„ 
calypſe vou, ay, (4)\thaz it 1s, certainly @ 


Maſter-piece: of. myſtic [ Prophecy, being 


4,in a Cabalitick Stile 


written, as it is Jai en * 
und vo. dons bit # will appear fo, when 
Things, the maſt remote from the literal 
.Senſe of the Words uſed, appear: intended 
70 be foretold, and. ſhall come to, paſs, and 
by coming to paſs, ſhall ſhow the. Senſe of 
the Prophecies contain d therein, perbaps to 
the Diſappointment of every Interpreter it 
has hitherto had. Which Saying; of yours 


does not want its Pungency. 


; 
. 


* 


Go on therefore, Great and Brave Sir, 
and fight and, write for the Cauſe of Infi- 
delity in your own; Way. Refume the Pen 
ind the Sword into, your Hand. Purſue 


* 2» * 


your Blow, and III warrant, you, . you'll 
reduce the pretended TED of the 
Church to the laſt Extremity., The War 
and the Controverſy. is the moſt . pleaſant, 
uſcful, and honourable, that ever any, He- 
70, in Polemical Theology, was engaged 
II. | on Wes 5 Niem pee | 
The Controverſy „I fay, is pleaſant : 
Not that it is or ought to be.a Pleaſure to 
any one, to put Men into that Rage and 
_ Paſſion, the Clergy ſeem to be in with you. 
But as in a State of War and Hoſtility, 
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(e) Page 238. i 72 97 4; 
| £66 every 


every great General, and Commandler in 
Chief, is pleaſed to conſider the Straits and 
Diſtreſſes of his Enemies; ſo you, - like: 
Champion of another Sort, muſt of Neceſ. 
ſity take Satisfaction at the poor Shifts of 
your Adverſaries Their mean Efforts of 
Reaſon muſt delight you. And ther 
Flaſhes of the falſe F ire of impertinent At. 
gumentation muſt make you ſmile. And 


though the Biſhop of * has dil. 
charged his great Blunderbuſs againſt you, 
you mult of Neceſſity laugh at the Con- 
deration, that he is ſo poor a Markſman, 
I envy you in this Pleaſure, and ſhould 
have been glad of the like Enjoyment my 
ſelf; to which Purpoſe I dublin fever 


Challenges upon another Queſtion; but 
the Clergy being conſcious of the Advan- 
tage I had over them, would not engage. 
But row, whether they will or not, I will 
reap the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of ſeeing 
them well beaten by you: And this Plea 
ſure would be tranſporting, if it was not 
allay'd with much Pity of their Ignorance, 
Impertinence, and obſtinate Adherence to 
their Errors. 8 rafts 
No lefs uſeful is this Controverſy, it 
you can cure the People of their Bigotty 
to an Ignorant, Hireling, and Anti-Chriſtt 
an Prieſthood. It is long, long enough, 


that the true Church has groan'd * 
| er. 


1 a7s 1 
der the Charge of their Maintenance, and 
the Yoke of their Tyranny ; and if you, 
Sir, can contribute to her Relief, you'll be 
a Benefactor to Mankind. The Love that 
you bear to human Nature, and the Her- 
vice that you, and every good Man owes, 
to his Country, ſhould prompt you ta this 
Work, if there was nothing of Indignati- 
on to ſpur you on to it. The Argument a- 
gainſt an Hireling Prieſthood of Man's 
[nvention, is copious; and as you want 
not for Wit, Reaſon, and Learning to ma- 


nage it; fo you may hope to ſee good Hf. 


fects of it in the Alienation of the Hearts 
of the People from modern Preachers. 
Theſe Nations have a juſt Averſion to 
Popery, and a been Prieſthood, becauſe 
of that cruel and perſecuting Spirit that 
rules in them; and it is a wonder to me, 
that they ſhould be better affected to a 
Proteſtant Clerg y, Who are no leſs ignorant 
and haughty, — more abſurd and incon- 
ſiſtent in hoe Opinions. All the Good 
that our Preachers, ſince the Ręfurmation, 
have done, is not fit to be mentiqned,. 
againſt the Evils and Miſchiefs they have 
occaſioned to theſe Kingdoms. It was in 
the laſt Age, that the Fire and Sulphur 
of the Proteſtant Pulpits of this City did 


effectually, what the Papiſts before at- 


tempted in vain, blow up the King =_ | 
ar- 


— 2 
2 


XC = * 
r §˙r»Lh IGG 
* 
* —- : 


* = 
7 — 
n 4 3 
IP Fl = = = = 8 _ _ = — * - - ” — 5 _— —— 
EI RS 8 — — % o_ 7 7 2 s ba TD IT". CO Ros 1 
- = — — — 2 — x ao — 3 — 
— = Fey \ = ST. Frag =_ DDP rote cen He axga_. - ————— 8 — 
— To. E = >> 3 1 = 2 f —_— = OO 
—— — 3 3 e 1 DES — r = - = 7 — 4 a 8 
r re 2 — — — 2 — — ear” — —— . — — ö Ps qo JI — * = — 
„ - a = r = = —— n DI EE p< dS” Ss * — 3 — E \ — 2 . — EEC 1 7 we — — Go —- 1 N * 
7 # - 5 1 - LS 3 PEST, > > 5 2 e WR ae. N — — _— —— £ \ — ECD _ — . — 2 
— — __ _ Td ew. . 1 — — rf deaf hart; P „ 2 8 3 5 = 5 = 8 — K : by N 1 
=_ lt þ> ee gs — - Fo Page 5 B Sac CIS — >. — — - —— z — 22 — — IF N ö l 2 
f = = Eg ro GS 2 F —_ — VID * = * 6 
K y . — —— uw. — . 7 4 4 : 7 FT : = 2 — — 5 
> A . 21A _— ie Et , 8 — — . 
* 8 5 " 33 


rr rp - 1 eee, 
e - \ = 
2 
— — — 
— 3 N 2223 n 
9 8 . = 
2 2 9 ERS —P — Ck > a 
— ———____ _ * TIC» 
4 k 


85 . 1 76 3 

Parliament, and 1 908 the while Nin 
into a Flame, to Which ſucceeding Preach- 
ers habe. — ever {inte adrmmniſt ing the 
Fuel of Faction and Setition ; 2 nether i 
it like to be extinguiſh'd, but upon ſach 
Chriſtian Principles, that no ey 
Prieſt ever held; tauglit, or practis d. 

is one Wonder to me, that all Men 95 
not turn'd Arthei/ts, under ſuch nonſen- 
ſical and incoherent Preachers; and ano. 


ther Wonder 1 ir js, that the hiiman' Nature 
is not chang d into the wild and Taps 
cious, upon the Examples of ſuch irta. 


46141 and wolfiſh' Guides: What can be 
faid againſt thieſe Wonders? Nothing elfe 
but that God rules 1 in the Hearts of Men: 
For, humanly f peaking, the Proſpect of 
the Miſeries aud Calamities that the riel. 
hood, if they were not bridled by Autho- 


rity, would be hurrying Mankind into, 


is deplorable. But you, Sir, knowing 
better than J do, how, to this Purpoſe, to 
chooſe Topicks « of Diſcourſe, and with Wit, 
Reaſon, and Satyr, to enlarge on them for 
the Benefit and Inſtruckion of Mankind; 


"on me tell you, kus e 


Lily, That the Controverſy wall 1 
honourable to you, and if you can con- 
tribute to the Relief of Mankind, from 


the DET” of Prieſthood; tlie "Gene- 
. - rations 


3 e _ 
don} tions to come will celebrate your Praiſe; | 
-ach- Nur Work and Labour of Love, for the 
_ the Wood of human Socitey, will be had in 
rs Nerlaſting Remembrance. Theſe King 
ſuch Ens will- loudly proclaim your Eulog ies, 
tant Id foreign Nations will eccho and re- 


nd them. Nour Name and your Fame 
"are ill be indelibly inſcrib'd, not on a Mo- 
fen. Niment of, Marble or Braſs, which is lia- - 


e to the Conſumption of Time; but in, 
e Hearts and Voices of the People, ſay- 


ute 

px Wo, this is the Great C——s, who, la- 
ra. Mouring our Deliverance from the intole- 
be ble Yoke, Burden, and Tyranny of an 
e Nnorant, flothful, and Anti-Chriſtian 
n: Nrieſthood, has laid the Foundation of 
of Wat (7) Liberty, Eaſe, and Tranquility 
l. Ne now enjoy. This is that illuſtrious 


hanpion in Polemical Theology, who, 
y the Acuteneſs of his Wit, the Strength 
his Reaſon, and the Power of his Learn- 
g, vanquiſh'd many Thouſands of our 


t, Nchyloniſb Preachers, and had gain'd a 
r empleat Victory over all the gods of the 
Iniverſe, if the alone great, wiſe, and 


ood God of the Creation, Had not, juſt 
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000 Sic extincta Anti Chriſti Malitia & Impietate 
mprefſa requieſcet Orbis, qui per tot ſecula Errori & 
cleri_nefandam pertulit Servitutem. Tactant. Inſtit. 
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before Ulis Triumph, rais'd a ſuperlor 4 
my of Prophets, Apoſtles, Fat here, My 
ſtiſta, Oneirocrites, Hieroglyphiſts, Myth 


his Conviction and Converſion ; and 
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logiſts, Enigmatiſts, and  Paraboliſts, t 


to his more immortal Honour and Renoyt 
made of him a moſt glorious Saint an 
Advocate for the Truth in the Hoh 
Jeſus: To whom be Glory for ever an 
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